1 * . 


| ; p | 6 a : , | 
— 4> & *. 4 q * &*; a 6 

„ 5 . 3 . 
: * 0 
T; - * OS 
* 4 | 

- 1 : „ 

* 


IN; 
An EPISTLE to the READ ERS Of 


Mr. Jonx BRINE s two Pamphlets; 


'The one entitled, 


Mader 2 Love and Unity among Calvinifts alen in 


Opinions. 
The other ed. | | 
Some Miftakes in a:Book Mr. Johnſon's of Erin * 
intitled The, Faith of God's Elect, Sc. noted and 
— 


Wherein are demonſtrated, 


. 7 he Freeneſs and Sowercignty of Grace, to be above al 5 DIY 


incapable of being purchaſed by any Price, or of — nd - 
moted or impeded by Sin. | 


3 - The precious Faith of the Saints, to he: a FIN 75 the 


divine Nature, ſuperior to the Nature or to the Work o any 
Creature. 8 


III. The Preaching: of the Goſpel, to 725 a Meſſa e of pure Grace; - 
in ſubſerviency whereunto the Law is to be opened in it's 
cleareſt Light, but the Goſpel alone to be DOES 


2» ˙ 
—„— 


By NSN JOHNSON: 


_ * 


4 r r 
; _ — 
m—_ * MY * 
. 4 * 


2 1E HO 0: : 
Printed by E.Owsx, M DCCLVIIL: 
Price One Shiſherg. 


4 
5 


J 22 & I = 4 me Þi; O | 
g N - To * : P # © F | 2 , 
* = q | 1 E 5 — \ - 2 
* : % * ** 9 4 * a 


T HE 


JINTRODUCTION. 


* Candid RR AD ERS, 


} DO not expect the Subject under Confidera- 
1 tion to attract the Attention of every common 
Reader; only of ſerious Enquirers after the 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus. I therefore addreſs you 
Jas Brethren in Chriſt ; to whoſe impartial Judgment I 
appeal, in thoſe Things which I here lay before you, 
deſiring you will do yourſelves the Juſtice, by the 
Oracles of God, to examine both Sides, and judge of 
the Miſtakes. | 
In the Word of God I am commanded, earneſtly 
to contend for the Faith, or Doctrine of Chriſt, which 
Was once delivered unto the Saints: And ſome Branches 
of this Faith, which I find delivered in the Goſpel, 
and have openly eſpouſed, being attacked as Miſ- 
ſtakes ; I think myſelf in Duty called to defend 
them, by that Word trom whence I received them. 
The Caſe is as follows. | | 
A Pamphlet being publiſhed, called The Queſtion 
anſwered, Whether ſaving Faith in Chriſt is a Duty 
required by the moral Law, of all tboſe wha live under 
abe Goſpel Revelation? This Performance was fo in- 
accurate and indigeſted, that ſome Perſons thought 
ir could nat anſwer any End, but to amuſe and 


. 4 B Per- 
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perplex weak Minds : Therefore it was the Requeſt | 


of a Number of my Friends, that I would undertake 


to examine 1t, and endeavour to explain thoſe Points f 


which the Author had darkened: And with this 
Requeſt I complied; which being no Secret, the 
Deſign became known in London; which after Mr. 
Brine underſtood (as I was informed by a Perſon 
who was privy to the Affair) he began to write a 
Piece upon the ſame Subject; and by the Time 
that mine was ready for the Preſs, his was ready to 
publiſh (as it were by way of Prevention) intitled, 
Moti ves to Love and Unity among Calviniſts, Sc. A4 
Dialogue between Chriſtophilus, Philalethes, and Phi- 
lagathus. Wherein the Perſon called Pbilalethes is 
repreſented as taking up the above-mentioned Pam - 


Phlet, and returning An Anſwer to it. This Di alogue, 9 . 


at it's firſt coming out, had the deſigned Effect. 
For ſome of my Friends, who (before) had deſired 
the Publication of mine, upon hearing of this, ad- . 
viſed me to decline it; for which they gave theſe 7 © 
two Reafons : 1. They were informed that Mr. 


Brine had publiſhed an Anſwer to the ſame Pam- \ 


phiet, which they ſuppoſed might be ſufficient. 


2. For me to publiſh now, might be ungrateful to [ 
Mr. Brine; as he might think it a Slight upon his 
Performance. Wherepon I laid my Manuſcript *' 


aſide, untit I was again follicited to publiſh it by 


ſome of my Friends, who having peruſed Mr. Brine's * 
Piece, did not find it to their Satisfaction; foraſmuch 
as Philalethes, by whom they underſtood themſelves 

to be perſonated, was not clearly repreſented in that 
Dialogue; concerning whom I ſhall take Liberty to 


note a few Things. 


1. He ſeems to ftand equally charged with CHriſto- 
philus, for cheriſhing Wrath againſt bis Brother, on | 
account of differing Sentiments. + In this Point 1 am 
certain he is not equally criminal: I am far from 


+ Pag. 60. 


plead- | 
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et pleading for Philalethes, as a perfect Man: I am 
convinced he has often been unwary; not ſo much. 
in repreſenting the Truths of the Goſpel in a Manner 
his not intelligible to common Capacities, but in not 
being more ſtrictly upon his Watch againſt de- 
Þ ſigning Perſons, who were laying wait to catch, to 
F animadvert upon, and caſt an Odium upon his 
Words; though the Words were ſound Speech that 
cannot be condemned, and ſufficiently explained to 
2 unpreudiced Perſons. Again, he has been too im- 
patient of thoſe Reproaches, which for the Sake of 
the Purity of the Goſpel, he has been obliged. to 
* ſuffer from his Brethren: For when they have ma- 
liciouſly. wreſted his Words, putting them in a falſe 
Light, he has called it vile Treatment, falſe Accuſa- 


— tions, baſe Calumm, c. which Expreſſions, though 

cr _ ſtrictly true, had been better ſpared, But to accule, 

eq © reproach, or cheriſh Wrath or Animoſity againſt his 

ad. Brethren, meerly becauſe they entertain Sentiments | 
* differing from himſelf, is what his own Experience 


2 forbids; for he well. remembers. the Time when 
* himſelf r=tained the ſame low Conceptions which he 
wy no obſerves in his Brethren, which prevents him 
from entertaining the ſame. Cenſoriouſneſs againſt 
+ Chriſtophilus, as Chriſtophilus doth againſt him. Let 
this may occaſion another Inconvenience; for he 
being now ſenſible what Loſs he fuſtained through 
* thoſe. contracted Sentiments, and how his Soul is 
uch now enriched by thoſe more enlarged Ideas, which 
Ives he enjoys through a more intimate Acquaintance 
that with the ſacred Oracles; it may make him over- 
y to | anxious for his Brethren, that they might view the 

2 glorious Riches of Goſpel Grace in the ſame Clear- 
1%. neſs of Light: But while their Minds are ſtrongly 
o Prepoſſeſſed in favour of their own Sentiments; 
am imagining that for any one to pretend to ſee Things 
rom m © clearer Light than they do, muſt be Deluſion.; 
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it creates Animoſity in their Breaſts, and cauſes 
them to load him with diſreſpectful Characters. 

2. He is repreſented complaining of the moſt * 
wretched ſenſeleſs Stuff, whereby the precious Truth © 
of Grace is condemned as giving Countenance to 
the vileſt Hereſies upon Earth, and ſubverting the 
whole Goſpel of Chriſt; and yet, immediately de- 
firing Philagathus to offer ſomething to heal the 
Breach, and be a laſting Foundation of mutual 
Friendſhip. |—I am perſuaded, Philalethes is as fin- 
cerely inclined to true Peace as either of the other 
Perſons; but I cannot believe that he is ſunk into 
ſuch Supineneſs, to deſire Peace and Unity without 
a Foundation of Truth and Righteouſneſs; which 
cannot be while the one Party is, with Impertinence 


„ 
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4 and Extravagance, reproaching and calumnizing the 1 
Doctrines of Jeſus: And as mutual Friendſhip with i 
1 a Perſon of ſuch a Diſpoſition could not produce 
p ſpiritual Edification, I cannot think him ſo mean- 


ſpirited, to deſire ſuch a Friendſhip without a Pro- 
ſpect of mutual Advantage, meerly for the Sake of 
being applauded for his pacific Temper; ' nor can 
I believe him to be ſo weak-headed, to expect to find 
Cbriſtophilus, or his Friend whom he was anſwering, 
to anſwer the Character of faithful Brethren, while 
they do not recant thoſe exorbitant Invectives. I Kn] 
it is commonly objected, © That the Thing in Debate 
is not any of the precious Doctrines of Jeſus; and 
that what we plead tor is only a Negative.“ I anſwer, 
We deny a falſe Propoſition, and prove it falſe, by 
advancing a precious Truth of Chriſt in direct Oppo- * 
fition thereto, viz. That the Faith of God's Eledt, is no- 
thing leſs than the real ſpiritual Enjoyment of God; or 
God himſelf bleſſing the Soul with the Riches of his own - 
Grace: And ſo long as we retain a juſt Conception 
of this heavenly Bleſſing, or divine Communication, 
it is impoſſible we ſhould form ſo low an Idea concern- 
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ing it, as to imagine it to be of a Nature capable of 
being required by any Law, or performed by any 
Creature that ever had or ever can have a Being. 

3. He is reprelented as aſſenting to, or acquieſcing 


; with Philagathus, in ſtating Election as a Body with- 


out a Head. His Words are, God chole a certain 
Number of Men to Salvation.“ I do not ſay 
the Word is not ſtrictly true; but it is a very defi- 
cient Relation of the Thing, and what I have often 
heard Philalethes complain of, as conveying a very 
mean and unſavory Idea of that eternal glorious Act 
of God; to ſpeak of a Number of Creatures choſen, 
without immediate Regard to the firſt Ele& of God, 
his only begotten Son, his chief Delight, in whom 
all the Body of ſelect Members are choſen. He is 
not a Criticizer upon Words, tor the ſake of Words; 
neither is he captious, to make a Man an Offender 
for a Word; but he is cautious to guard againſt ſuch 
Ideas, as he apprehends may tend to diſparage the 
precious Truths of the Goſpel to Unbelievers, or 
make them appear raw and inſipid in the Eyes of 
the Children of God: For he knows the ſpiritual 
Comfort of a Believer will be more flat or more vivid, 
according as he hath duller or clearer Apprehenſions 
of the Riches of Grace. Therefore, had he been in- 
dulged with full Liberty in ſuch deliberate Conver- 
ſation, I cannot think he would have paſſed it, with- 
out obſerving the Deficiency to Philagathus : But I 
am glad to find, afterwards, Ph:lalethbes, Zanchy, and 
Pr. Goodwin, all agreeing to expreſs this glorious 
Truth in a clear Light. 

4. He is repreſented acknowledging his Sentimegts 
to be as given by Chriſtophilus; That God— 
** decreed to permit the Fall, with a View to il- 
luſtrate the Glory of his free Grace and Mercy 
in the Salvation of the Ele&, thro' the Mediation 
** of Chriſt.” + If I am not much miſtaken in my 

Page 3, f Pages 7,8. + Page 6. 
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Friend Philalethes, ſuch a Form of Speech is not 
correſpondent with his profeſſed Judgment : For he 
declares himſelf a Scripturiſt ; that whatever Efteem 
he has for thoſe worthy Servants of Chriſt, whom 
the Lord has made Inſtruments to inſtruct him in 
the Search of the Holy Scriptures, he refuſes to 
receive an Article of Faith from Men or Angels, 
any further than it may be ſupported by the Oracles 
of God. Therefore, as nothing can be found in 
the ſacred Word, from whence to take up that 
Phraſe, Decreed to permit the Fall; I cannot think, 
when he was charged with ſuch a Tenet, that with- 
out further Explanation he would have ſaid, This 
is the Fact. — Again, He proteſts againſt all Am- 
biguity, or doubtful Expreſſions; and maintains, 
that. the whole Goſpel Revelation is an open Ma- 
nifeſtation of Facts capable of the ſtrongeſt De- 
monſtration, and that nothing of an occult or 
unintelligible Nature is contained therein: For tho? 
there be many Things revealed, paſling all the 
Knowledge of Men and Angels; yet, that they are 


Realities, is infallibly demonſtrated : Therefore all 


manner of Ambiguity in evangelical Things, ought 
ftriftly to be avoided. But if I have any Under- 
ſtanding in this Caſe, A Decree to permit is an am- 
biguous Phraſe. For if we mean no more than 
this, That it was the good Pleafure of God to try 
Mankind, or to let him have the Trial of himſelt, 
by giving him a free Choice, and leaving him to 
the Freedom of his own Will ; then God permitted 
the Fall: But the Word Decree is unnaturally con- 
nected with it, and can anſwer no End but to 
perplex the Senſe. And if the Defign be, That 
God by an abſolute Appointment made the Fall 
unavoidable; then God decreed the Fall: But the 


Word Permit is unneceſſarily introduced, and can 


anſwer no End but to impole upon the Unwary,— 
Further, he is repreſented as a Supralapſarian, pro- 
feſſing 
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feſſing to believe, that God choſe his People in 
Chriſt, conſidered in the pure Maſs, above the Con- 
ſideration of the Fall; and yet ſubjoining this Decree 


* to permit the Fall, as neceſſary thereto, or inſeparable 
F therefrom : Which appears like a Contradiction; 


for if it was above the Conſideration of the Fall, it 
could not be in the Conſideration of the Fall; unleſs 
the glorious Syſtem of Grace, fixed in the Counſel 
of God, above the Conſideration of the Fall, proved 
inſufficient to —_— itfelf, without Aſſiſtance from 

it be his Judgment, That the Fall 
was a neceſſary Concomitant of Election, I ſhould 
think he might with more Propriety be called an In- 


? lapfarian; (pardon the Term, if it be new) for I 
know not what elſe to call him, if he apprehends 
> ſuch a Connexion between the Will of God and the 
Fall of Man, that the one could not ſubſiſt inde- 


pendent of the other. But I cannot believe that 


$ theſe are the Sentiments of Ph:lalethes. 


5. He is repreſented aſſenting (or not objecting) 


to Philagathus, ſaying, © The Difference of ſtating 
* this Doctrine, as above the Conſideration of the 
Fall, or under it, is only in apice logico.”” | Whereas 
= he muſt know, it is more than a mere logical Point: 
> For he cannot but remember, That while himſelf 
viewed the Counſels of Grace, as under the Fall, his 
Mind was very much contracted and perplexed with 
many Things, which (in the Calviniſtical Scheme) 


he could not account for, but was obliged to reſolve 
them into He knew not what. For according to 
that Conception, Chriſt had not had the Pre-emi-. 
nence to be ſet up prior to all the Works of God, 
and all Things to be made for him, and his Church 
to be given him out of his Father's own Boſom, of 
the pure Will of God alone: For then the People had 
been firſt, and Chriſt had been afterwards raiſed up 
in Subſerviency to their Felicity; not as the Pro- 
} Page 6. | 
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duction of God's original Counſel, but as a Supply ! 5 
introduced thro' Neceſſity, to heal a Breach, or jup- ;; 

port a ſinking Structure. And thus God's Holy RF , 

One, and all the Grace and Glory that ſhines in him 4 

fuperior to all the Creation, and in Subſerviency g 
whereunto all Things in Heaven and Earth received F ;, 

their Being, is repreſented as an Invention, introduced p 

fubſequent to the Creation, yea, ſubſequent to Sin 8 

| and Milery : For if the Counſel of God reſpecting 2. 
| the Choice and Adoption of his People in Chriſt, 1 
i was under the Conſideration of the Fall, it muſt n 
l needs be under the Conſideration of their Creation. n 
So then, That Kingdom of eternal Glory which the t! 
lf Elect ſhall enjoy in Chriſt, which is no other Thing x; 
i but the Enjoyment of Chriſt himſelf, is only an ac- Þ* 


j cidental Thing, as they were not originally deſigned tt, 
for it in their Creation: And if ſo, God in his firſt n 
View of Mankind, muſt behold them all ſtanding in 
an equal Relation to himſelf, before he beheld any of 
them in the peculiar Relation of Children ; and thoſe 
that are now his Elect, were then no more his Ele&t 
than the Reſt : He muſt have beheld them out of 
Chriſt before he beheld them in Chriſt ; beheld them 
as Objects of his Wrath, before he beheld them as 
Object of his Delight. This undigeſted Scheme is 
perplexed with as great Abſurdities as the Opinion 
of the Arminians: I hat makes the divine Will to be 
determined according to the good or evil Diſpoſitions 2? 
of the Creature: This repreſents his Counſels of Fi 
Grace as occaſioned by Sin and Milery. And they 2? 
both come to one in this, That the Purpoſes of Je- c 
hovah, relative to the eternal Glorification of Em- f 
manuel and his Bride, do not proceed entirely from ti 
his own Will, excluſive of any Motive from without Þ} G 
| himſelf, or from the Creature. But if the Fall was RC 
I prior to the Grace of Adoption, the giving of Chriſt ! 
10 and his Church to each other, and the Settlement of Fd 
| | eternal Glory upon the elect Head and Members, as 
| 9 
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| INTRODUCTION. ix. 

one perfect Body in the Father's immutable Counſel ; 

ly how came this Grace into Exiſtence ? This ſuppoſes 
Pit to have ſome Kind of Beginning, and whatever had 
ly Za Beginning, might poſſibly have an End. And if any 
Mm Thing whatſoever was prior to Chriſt Jeſus, in the Fa- 
CY XX ther's Counſel, then he is not he ſame Yeſterday, and 
to Day, and for ever: For then a Change muſt have 

ed paſſed upon the Will of the Father, the Station of the 
in Son, and the Reſidence of the Holy Ghoſt, inaſmuch 


Ng as ſomething new is ſuppoſed to riſe up in the Divine 


it, Mind, and a new Relation to ſubſiſt between the eter- 
uſt nal Jehovah and the Heirs of Glory, which ſtrikes a 
n. more abſurd Figure than the Arminian Scheme; for 
he the Arminian does not repreſent the Moſt High as 
ng taking new Reſolutions and Purpoſes, but as having 
cone unalterable Purpoſe to conduct himſelf by cer- 
ed tain Rules towards all his Creatures, ſo as their eter- 
rſt nal Happineſs or Miſery may be determined, ac- 
in cording to their virtuous or vicious Diſpoſitions; 
which Miſtake ariſes thro' Want of due Attention 
to the Difference between the Covenant of Works, 
ect in which all Mankind are conſider'd as Servants, 
of under which the Non-Elect eternally remain, and 
em the Covenant of Grace, in which the Elect are con- 
ſider'd as Sons, Heirs of God, and Joint-Heirs with 
is Chriſt. For the Tenor of the firſt Covenant is, The 
on Man which doth thoſe Things, fhall live by them: But 
be f the ſecond runs thus, I will be to them a God, and they 


ons hall be to me a People. And by keeping the former 

of Yin their Eye, without attending to the Greatneſs of 
ey the Glory, as it ſhines in the latter, they loſe the Ex- 
Je- 2 cellency of ſovereign Grace, and confound the Diſpen- 


7 tations of God towards his Sons, with his Diſpeaſa- 
tions towards his Servants. But they do not repreſent 
3 God ſo immediately changing in himſelf, or new 
[Counſels introduced in his own Mind. 

But now Philalethes views Things in a more clear, 
Idiſtinct, ſcriptural Light. That Chriſt was ſet up 
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from everlaſting ; becauſe he was the Father's Delighy. 
That his People were choſen in him, and given wo 


him, becauſe the Father loved them with the ſame * 
Love: Thou haſt ſent me, and haſt loved them, as thou ® 
haſt loved me. That according to his eternal Coun- 
ſel, to glorify his Son, and his Church together; there- 
fore he created them: This People have I formed for 
myſelf. That for the Sake of his Church, all other Be- 


ings in Heaven and Earth were created: For all Things 
are yours. All Things are for your Sakes. That all the 
Reſt of the Creation (tho* never intended to partici- 
pate in the ſame Glory as the adopted Sons) were 


made perfect Creatures, fixed in Stations compleatly | 
happy, capable of continuing fo for ever; and, that 


any of them became otherwile is alone through Sin: 


The Angels which kept not their firſt Eſtate, but left their 
own Habitation. God hath made Man upright , bur 


they have ſought out many Inventions. And nortwith- 


ſtanding, by Sin God's Elect were ſunk as low as 


any Part of the Creation, and became obnoxious to 
the higheſt Condemnation; yet in the more earl 


Counſel of God, the unchanging Love of the Father, 


ready given them in Chriſt, and ſecured for them in 


9 


the indiſſoluble Relation between Chriſt and his 
Choſen, and the Treaſures of inexhauſtible Grace al- 


his infallible Hands, theſe Heirs of God are amply # 


provided againſt all Events. The eternal I AM is 4 


their Portion, ſufficient to anſwer every Circumſtance 


| that is poſſible to them: For it pleaſed the Fatber, 


that in him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell. Therefore, neither | 
Sin, Wrath, Death, nor Hell can poſſibly hinder } 
the original grand Deſign, nor prevent their Enjoy- 1 


ment of God in eternal Glory. 


And in this View of Things he muſt know how | 


much his Soul has been enlarged, eſtabliſhed, and | 
comforted ; drawn forth in Love to God, and melted 


in Humility: What a bright Conſiſtency he now be- 
holds thro? the whole Syſtem of Grace, and with what ? 
f Com- 
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INTRODUCTION. Xt, 
Compoſure and Serehity of Mind he now contem- 
plates thereon, compared with what he ever enjoyed 
while he conceived of the Counſels of Grace as in- 
troduced under the Conſideration of the Fall! So that 
whatever Regard he may have to his Brethren who 
differ from him in this Point, it can never appear to 
himſelf as a Matter of meer Speculation. Tho' I 
doubt not but it may be in this Caſe as it frequently 
is in others: When Perſons have embraced a certain 
Opinion, they are frequently unwilling quite to give 
up the Point, tho' in the Subſtance of the Thing 
their Minds are convinced: So ſome Perſons havin 
imbibed a Notion, That in the Counſel of Election 
Gad firſt beheld the Objects in their Sin and Miſery, 
when they come to be further illuminated, they can- 
not chearfully give it up, but refine upon it, until it 
may be, the remaining Difference is little more than 
a logical Point: But the Difference between the two 
Doctrines is not ſo. 
6. He is ſuppoſed to acquieſce in the Sentiments 
of Cbriſtophilus, thus repreſented, He believes 
Election to be an Act of ſovereign Mercy in God.” * 
But I am certain he does not believe this: For if 
7 God's Elect were choſen in the pure Maſs, without 
any View to Sin, it muſt be without any View to 
Y B Miſery; and where Miſery is not (in Fact, in 
Mis Merit, or in Apprehenſion,) Mercy cannot exiſt ; 
# wherefore, that Mercy had any Place in the ori- 
ginal Deſign of Election and Adoption, is foreign to 
his Sentiments. But if we ſpeak of the boundleſs 
Grace of God flowing thro' Chriſt, and ſecured to 
his Church according to Election, it includes Mercy, 
and every other Bleſſing that can poſſibly become 
needful for them, or that can poſſibly contribute to 
their Felicity, or the glorifying of God in them, in 
Time and Eternity, And this, without any Change 
in the Thing, or any Thing brought into Exiſtence 
Page gs, | Ah 
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which was not from everlaſting : For every heavenly 
Bleſſing that the Saints enjoy, and in whatever Va- 
riety Bleſſings are given to them, they are nothing 
elſe but the Love of God, in its various Modifica- 
tions, or different Ways of Communication. And 
this Love is nothing elſe but God himſelf: God is 
Love; which being an eternal, infinite, unchanging 
Ocean, it neceſſary fills up every Space to the be- 
loved Objects. Therefore, whatever Vacancy can 
happen to God's Elect, there is an immediate Supply 
of Grace flowing from this immenſe Ocean of Love, 
compleatly anſwering every Deficiency. And ac- 
cording to the Nature of the Want, the Grace ap- 
pears in ſuch a particular Mode. And thus it be- 
comes, Mercy to the Miſerable, Pardon to Of- 
tenders, Peace to Enemies, Redemption to Slaves, 
Life to the Dead, Wiſdom to the Blind, Righteouſ- 
neſs to the Unrighteous, Sanctification to the Un- 
holy, Hope to the Languiſhing, Strength to the 
Fainting, Riches to the Poor, Salvation to the Pe- 
riſhing, &c. And yet here is nothing new, but that 
{ame Love which is eternal in God himſelf, going 
forth in theſe different Modes to ſupply every Want, 
and remove every Evil which can poſlibly befall his 
adopted Children; for tho* his Love could not aſ- 
ſume theſe different Forms until the Circumſtances 
of the People made it requilite, it is the very ſame 
Love, and to the ſame Objects. And to appear in 
every particular Mode which their Caſe can require, 
is eſſential to the Being of this Love, as it is eſſen- 
tial to a boundleſs Ocean to fill every opening Ca- 
vity : And according to the Meaſure and Form of 
that Cavity, ſuch will be the Supply, without any 
Change at all in the Ocean. Thus, Jeſus Chriſt is 
the unchanging Rock of Ages, yet he of God is made 
unto us Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Santiification, 
and Redemption. And if the Grace, thro' which we 
are choſen to Sonſhip, and eternal Glory, had not 
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contained an ample Proviſion againſt every inter- 
vening Obſtacle, that was poſſible to oppoſe, or At- 
tempt to prevent the Conſummation thereof, the 


Counſel of Election had not been complete: So that 
we are choſen to Salvation, and choſen to be Veſſels 
Jof Mercy, as Mercy is a Fruit of electing Love, but 


Election is not a Fruit or Act of Mercy. 
7. He is repreſented, ſtrenuouſly arguing the Im- 


2 poſſibility of unregenerate Men ſeeking or deſiring 
2 ipiritual Bleſſings, and concluding his Argument 
with theſe Words; „Therefore, no unſanctified 
„Heart will ever pray to God for Grace and Holi- 
„ neſs. This is Men's dreadful Sin, and it juſtly ex- 
e poſes them unto direful Vengeance.” 
* Holineſs is that divine Life which dwells in Jeſus, 


+ Grace and 


and is communicated by the Holy Ghoſt, which it 
is impoſſible for any Creature to ſee, deſire, or pray 
for, without Faith: How then ſhall they call on bim in 
3 vbom they have not believed? And he ſays, © Faith in 
„ Chriſt for Salvation—is not required by the Cove- 
„ nant of Works; and therefore the Want thereof 
brings not Men under it's Curſe. + I therefore aſk, 
How then can the Want of that Prayer, which pro- 


Vengeance? Prayer is the Breathing of the Soul to 
God under the Influence of ſuch Principles as the 
Creature is poſſeſſed of: But Mr. Brine tells me, 
Faith-as it is a Principle, no Calviniſt aſſerts that it 
is the Duty of Men to acquire it.” * How then can 
it be the Sin of thoſe who are deſtitute of that Princi- 
ple, that their Hearts do not pray thoſe Prayers which 
Fare impoſſible without it? All Prayer proceeds from 
that Life which the Soul lives, whether of Nature or 

of Grace. The Difference of which two Lives is juſtl 
gexpreſſed by Dr. Owen, as quoted by Philalethes : 
* The Principle of this Life was wholly and entirely 
in Man himſelf.— But in the Life whereunto we are 
t Pages 36, 37. + Page 32, * Miſtakes, Page 34. 
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e renewed by Jeſus Chriſt, the Fountain and Prin- 
ciple of it is not in ourſelves, but in him.” || Noww 


I would aſk, Is it becauſe the unſanctified Heart does 
not pray to God from a ſpiritual Principle, which he 
never had, or becauſe he does not pray for ſpiritual 
Grace and Holineſs, from that natural Principle 


which he has; that is the Sin which expoſes to Ven- 4 
geance? All Sin is the Tranſgreſſion of the Law, 


under ſome Conſideration. The Law pronouncesVen- 
geance, only conſider'd as a Covenant of Works. The 


Covenant of Works has no Demand upon any Crea- 
ture, beyond the Extent of that holy Principle firſt 
planted in Nature, and of which he was poſſeſſed : 
when he ſtood perfect in that Covenant. And that 


Principle of pure Nature which properly ſubſiſted in 
Man himſelf, being complete in it's own Eſſence, 


could no more deſire the Grace and Holineſs of that 
Life whoſe Fountain and Principle is in Chriſt, while 
in it's original State, than it can in it's lapſed State. © 
Then it was full, and could not poſſibly receive; no 


it is Enmity, and cannot poſſibly love. Therefore, 


Man never was nor ever can be in any State, wherein 
it is poſſible for him to underſtand, to love, deſire, or 
pray for evangelical Grace and Holineſs; or to come 7 


within the Compaſs of Duty in ſeeking it, or Sin in 


neglecting it; until he be bleſſed with that Life 
which is in the Son of God. But, that unſanctified 
Hearts deſpiſe or neglect the Goſpel, and thoſe 
Means of knowing and doing the Will of God, 
which Nature is capable of underſtanding, and at- 
tending to; this is their dreadful Sin, and expoſes 


them to direful Vengeance. 


8. He is repreſented, ſpeaking of the Believer's 
As, and Actings of Faith. In which Expreſſions 
f no more is intended, than thoſe internal and ex- 


ternal Acts, of drawing nigh to, and glorifying 


God, which proceed from the Efficacy of Faith in 
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the Heart, and from thence may be denominated 


H 

Acts of Faith; then the Thing is eaſy to be under- 
es ſtood, and correſponds with the Experience of every 
he © Believer: But if they intend, that ſpecial Faith is 


1al the Act of, or to be acted by the Creature; then his 
ple Words are unintelligible ; unleſs that heavenly Grace 
n- be ſomething of an inferior Nature, to what it is de- 
w, ſcribed in the Word of God; where Faith is aſcribed 
en. to the Power of God, and both the ſpiritual Bleſſings 
*he and ſpiritual Actings of the Saints, are aſcribed to the 
ea- Power of Faith. When ſpeaking of ſpecial Faith, he 
irſt ſays, © The moral Law—requires it, conſidered 
ſed as a Law meerly, or Rule of Action.“ If the 
har Meaning be, that where God hath bleſſed a Soul 
in with ſpecial Faith, that Soul is laid under more 
ice, abundant Obligations to Love, Gratitude, and Obe- 
hat dience; and the holy Law requires a Manifeſtation 
of that Faith, in all ſpiritual Walking, and Holineſs 
of Converſation; or according to his own Deſcrip- 
tion of the moral Law; God's Will, that his Crea- 
ture, Man, ſhould yield Obedience unto him in 
every State, ſuitable to thoſe Principles wherewith 
„„ he furniſhes him, and unto thoſe Diſcoveries of 


A 7< himſelf which he graciouſly affords him:“ + In 
1 in this Light, it is an eternal undeniable Truth. But 


Life if he means, That ſpecial Faith itſelf is required by 
iGeg the Law; it cannot be true: For Faith is given 
hoſe unto, but not required from the Creature. And if 
Jod, 4 faithful Improvement be what he intends, his 
| at- Words are very ambiguous, or improper : For the 
poſes Bleſſing, and the Improvement of it, are not identi- 
cally the ſame Thing. Again, he ſays, It is 
vers © granted, that God requires regenerate Perſons to 
Tons | © act Faith on Chriſt for Salvation; none deny it.“ 
lt theſe Words intend no more than, That God re- 
Y quires every regenerate Soul to ſhew the Fruit of 
Faith, in a diligent Adherence to all the precious 
* Page 43. + Page 41. t Page 44. 
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Truths of the Goſpel, a cloſe Search of the Scrip- 
tures, and a conſtant Waiting upon God in all the | 
Means which he hath appointed; that his Under- 
ſtanding may be enlarged, his Mind made ſpiritual, 
his Heart eſtabliſhed in Faith and Love, and that he 
may walk in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs : % 
This, no gracious Soul will deny. But if he means, 
That God requires the Perſon to do or perform 
Faith, in a proper Senſe; he muſt know there be 
many who deny it, —And I cannot believe that Ic. 
Philalethes would have left his Expreſſions ſo inco- 
herent, had he had full Licence to explain his own 
Sentiments. 
Thus, Brethren, when I ſaw that my Friend Phi- 
lalethes did not appear in ſo genuine a Light as 1 
expected; the above-mentioned Manuſcript, which 
for ſome Months had been laid aſide, I publiſhed, 
with this Title, The Faith of God's Elect; or, the Life % 
of Jeſus manifeſt in his Saints, Whereupon, Mr. Brine f 
hath publiſhed another Piece, intitled, Some Miſtakes 7 
| in @ Book of Mr. Johnſon's of Liverpool, intitled, ga 
hy The Faith of God's Elett, Sc. noted and rectiſied. 
þ Which is the Occaſion of my preſent Addreſs to 
you; that you may ſeriouſly examine what is ad- 
vanced on each Part, and judge for yourſelves. 4 
In the Book I publiſhed, tho' the Author whole Poi 
Work I examined, was to me an entire Stranger; 
yet, to avoid expoſing the Perſon any further than 
he had expoſcd himſelt, I carefully declined the men- 
tioning of his Name through the whole Piece. But 
Mr. Brine has been as careful to inform the World, 
in whoſe Performance he has found the Miſtakes ; 
by expoſing, over and again, my Name and Place Mi 
of Abode in the publick Papers. Whereby, both 
himſelf, and me, and the Subject of our Debate, 
have been expoſed to the Ridicule of Perſons, who Wiſ 
will never give themſelves any Concern to know Mce 
where the Miſtakes lie. But 1 ſuppoſe it was his MF | 
Wiſdom F_ 
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J- pans gon to take this Method: For tho? I am not 
ae very popular, or my Name much known; yet, in 
r- F ſome Places where it is known I have been repre- 
4 4 ſented in a Light ſo unaccountable, that many Per- 
ſons would be glad to hear of ſomething to mortify 
© John Jobnſon of Liverpool: Wherefore I make no 
Doubt but that he hath had more Qrders for his 
m F Pamphlets, than what he would have had if all the 
be F Miſtakes had been advertiſed, and the Name con- 
nat cealed. 
co- In his IntroduRtion he ſuggeſts a Suſpicion leſt I 
ſhould not have Temper enough to bear with his 
1 Freedom, without ſome undue Reſentment. What 
hi- She may call due, or undue Reſentment, I know not; 
814 1 but ſhall leave it to my Brethren to judge, whether 
ich I exceed the Bounds of Moderation, or Chriſtian 
ed, | 2 emper. I can read his Performance without An- 
Life ger, but not without ſome Degree of Diſapprobation; 


S | 


rine For I have the ſame Opinion of his Miſtakes, as he 
akes pas of mine, That they are owing to a partial Exami- 
ted, ation of the Malter under Conſideration. He propoſes 
ified. p have ſuch a Guard upon himſelf, as not to give 
s to Wecaſion for a juſt Cenſure of Unfairneſs or Diſinge- 

ad- 2 ity: I allo propoſe to myſelf the ſame Guardeaneſs, 


3 the Defence I make. But how far his Performance 
hole Wﬀoincides with his Propoſal; and how far my Per- 
ger; Prmance may anſwer to my Propoſal, herein, is 
than ÞWbmitted to your Determination. | 
men- In my Book are ſome Eſcapes of the Preſs, which 
But Wre not Parr” by Errata, but left to the Reader's 
orld, Fandor; ſome of which have fallen under his No- 
kes; ce and Correction: And in one Quotation from 
Place mine, he has curiouſly corrected my Grammar, but 
both got his own Printer, who by altering my Word loſt 
-bate, We Senſe, putting reduce inſtead of ſeduce. * But 
, who Miſtakes of this kind are Matters of ſmall Import- 
know ce, as they do not affect the * of our En- 
as his WM * Mifales, Page 47. 
iſdom 8 quiries. 
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Imagination. 


judge of them by the Light af the infallible Word. 


to convince me? 


quiries. But where the precious Truths of the Gaſpel, 
founded upon the Oracles of God, are treated as 
enormous Miſtakes; I think it my Duty to ſtate 
them in as diſtinct a Light as I can, and leave them 
to your Deciſion, whether they be the Teachings of 
the ſacred Word, or the Productions of a wanton 7 


In my Book he points out eight Particulars, which 
he notes as my Miſtakes. Which, before I attempt 
to vindicate, I ſhall put down in his own Words, 
(marked with reverſed Comma's;,) together with thoſe ? 
Paſſages in my Book, from whence he gathers them 
(im Italic Characters;) and leave my Brethien to 


I. That Grace and Glory might have taken 
„Place upon God's Elect, on the Ground of Adop- 
<6 tion, without the Intervention of Sin, and Salvati- 
on from it.” I cannat conceive any Reaſon, according 
20 the original Canſtitulion of Things, why Grace and 
Glory might not baue taken Place upcn God's Eleft, * 
according to bis everlaſting Love in Adaption, ſuppoſing * 
Sin, or Salvation, had never had a Being. For Sin, in 
it own Nature, cannot poſſibly be of any Uſe d any 
Being. It is what God bates: And it is what males 
every Creature miſerable, where it takes Place. And Sin 
alone made Salvation needful; without which no Sa e a- 
tion could have been. Let my Brethren pleaſe to 
examine the whole of what I ſaid upon that Subject, 
wherein the above Sentences were introduced; and 
judge deliberately, Whether ' diſpute about Grace 
and Glory, whereof the evangelical Revelation makes 
no Diſcovery, nor had the leaft Place in the divine 
Counſels? Or if I have fallen into a Miſtałke as great 
as poſſible, or as can be imagined? Or it I have op- 
poſed a Truth ſo plain, that the Reader's Under- 
ſtanding is in Danger to be affrouted by an Attempt 


II. That 
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II.“ That Adam was called earthy, in reſpect to 


„ his Mind, as well as his Body; or, that the Apo- 
2 <« ſtle calls him earthy, in relation to his Perſon 


Te 5 and Nature.“ But this Holineſs wrought in Creation, 
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 fubſfted in the earthy Man,; and could only be ſuch a 
'Z Reſemblance of, and Nearneſs to God, as an earthy Na- 


ture was capable of. Pleaſe to read and conſider my 
whole Argument reſpecting the Pifference between 
the Holineſs created in Adam's Nature, and the Ho- 


lineſs communicated to the Saints in Chriſt; and 
Judge how far I have miſtaken the Scope of the 


Apoſtle's Reaſoning, in the Place referred unto : And 
whether I have ſuggeſted any Thing which hath the 
leaſt Tendency to leſſen our primitive Perfection; or 
any Thing to give Advantage to the wretched Abo- 


* minations of that ſort of Men, who depreciate the 
original Purity of the Creation, on purpoſe to de- 


grade the Creator, or to detract from the infinite 


q Holineſs of the Perſon of Chriſt, during the Time 
he was cloathed in mortal Fleſh? 


III. «„ That Grace in the Hearts of the Saints is 


» not a new Creature.” F the Principle wrought, 
did ſubſit in the Man's ſelf, without immediate Commu- 
= nication from God; it would be the proper Work of the 
Man to attuate that Principle: And then the drawing 


and receiving of Grace from Chriſt, would depend upon 


Y the Application of the Creature; or rather upon the 


Concurrence of two Creatures : For that imaginary 
Principle itſelf muſt be a diſtinct Creature. And IT know 
this is the way that ſome Perſons ſpeak, of a new Crea- 
ture in the Man; inſtead of ſpeaking in the Scripture 


3 Stile, It any Man be in Chriſt, he is a new Creature. 
But if this imaginary Creature be not perfect, it is not 


the Work of God; and if it be perfect, the Man muſt 
have Perfection in himſelf , and can neither ſeek, draw, 
nor receive Grace from Chriſt : For that which is Frese 
is full, and that which is full can hold no more. But the 
Frith of God's Eleft is not a Creature or Principle ſepa- 

D 2 rately 
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rately ſubſiſting ; or a meer Operation upon the Man: % 
| But it is divine Life kindled in the Soul, by the powerſul , 
1 Rays of the Sun of Righteouſneſs : Or a heavenly Stream 4 18 
164 flowing into the Soul, from the Fountain of living Waters; 1 2 
14 maintained by the conſtant Communication of Grate, or p 
14 ſpiritual Influence, from the Father, thro* the Son, by n 
4 the Holy Ghoſt. —T hat internal Principle of Purity with ii 
WR which Adam was endued, was inherent in his Nature; L 
71 therefore it fell with him: But the ſpiritual Grace, or d 
"Hi Life of Faith which the Saints enjoy, is not inherent in \ 
1 rbemſel ves; But a glorious Ray of divine Life ſhining * 7 


into their Hearts, in the Face of Feſus Chriſt. —Nor i. 
can this tranſcendent glorious Grace come within the I. 
Compaſs of a Duty; but is from firſt to laſt altogether * o 
perfett, infinite, eternal, unchatigeable, heavenly, and © 
divine. Pleaſe to peruſe the whole of my Definition 
of Faith: And when theſe Paſſages are deliberately 
digeſted, in Connexion with the reſt; then judge 
freely in what an inaccurate, confuſed, and inconſiſtent 
Manner I have written upon it; and how ſtrange, 
ff unaccountable, and unguarded my Words are, that he 
Wl! is aſhamed to dwell on the Confutation of them. 
1 IV. That Faith, though it hath Activity, it is 
not an Act.“ I know Faith is an adtive Principle: 

But there is a material Difference between its Aftiveneſs, | t 
and being acted. I am very ſenſible there is what may 8 
be called Aus of Faith; and I very well underſtand it, it 
when ſpoken of Faith acting, or producing Alis; but am | 4 
entirely ignorant, bow the Faith of the Operation of ii. 
God ſhould be atied by a Creature.——The Soul aſcends h 
towaras Chriſt , not as its own proper Att, (much leſs n 
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hf the Soul acting Faith, as it is not under the Determina- # % 
I tion of his own Will; but under the powerful Adluation t. 
| | | of ſpecial Faith, or irreſiſtible Grace, the Mind is excited, v 


Wt ſweetly and willingly drawn, or carried as on Eagle's Ar 
111 Wings; ſo as all bis internal Powers are elevated, and \ 

delightfully exerciſed upon Chriſt the Object of his Love, þ 
his Life, Foy, and only Ke So, believing in, cleaving 
to, 
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io, embracing, and reſting upon Chriſt for Life and 
Salvation, are not the Atts of the Perſon in a proper 
* Senſe; but the immediate Product of that Life of Faith 
1 which the Soul enjoys from God. — Now, Brethren, 
| pleaſe to weigh theſe Paſſages, together with the 
main Scope of the Argument wherein they were 
introduced; and ſee what Room I have given for 
Diverſion, in that I call Faith a Principle, and yet 
deny that it is inherent in the Saints themſelves. 
Why is not Dr. Owen ridiculed, for laying, The 
Fountain and Principle of the Life of Chriſt, is not 
in ourſelves, but in him? Or it I was guilty of an 
X Impropriety, in not diſtinguiſhing between the Life 
of Grace being inherent in their Natures, and inhe- 
nd 7 rent in their Perſons ; yet, Have I left my Meaning 
on ſo undetermined, to give Occaſion for that Enquiry, 
4 Whether this Principle hath no Subject in which it 
inheres? or is it in God? or in Chriſt? &c. Or, 
* << if, in Fact, it is any Thing?” I think I made my 
9 Meaning very obvious to the unprejudiced Reader; 
that I underſtand, Divine Grace in the Soul, Faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus, * ſpiritual Life, in Subſtance —_ 
t is be all one and the felt-ſame Thing; that it is ori- 
© ginally in God himſelf, and cannot poſſibly have any 
Exiſtence, ſeparate from Jehovah; that it is in the 
Saints, no otherwiſe than by perpetual Influx from 
its divine Origin, or Chriſt himſelf being their Life: 
And if it may be ſaid to be inherent in the Saints, it 
is ſo in no other Senſe, than as God himſelf is in- 
herent in them: I will dwell in them. —That Chriſt 
3 may dwell in your Hearts by Faith.-—T he Holy Ghoſt 
3 which dwelleth in us.— Now, What is it in my Words 
that is ſo amazingly ſtrange, and not to be reconciled 
with Truth, Senje, or with myſelf 2 Wherein have I 
2X repreſented Faith as a meer Nullity? Do any of my 
3 Words ſuggeſt, that the Saint does not believe, think 
43 olih, or will ſpiritually, or, that Thinking, Willing, 
and Nilling a are not Acts of the Man? And tho' I 
I deny 
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xxii. INTRODUCTION, be, 
deny divine Operations to be the Actions of the 
Creature, have I given any Occaſion to talk of a a 
new Soul in Man? And wherein is it fo aſtoniſhing, * 
to illuſtrate ſpiritual Affections excited in the Mind 
by the Power of divine Grace, by thoſe involuntary 
Motions of our Animal Frame excited by the Power 
of Nature? For the Soul to be actuated by Faith, 
and to become active in ſpiritual Things under the 
Power of that Actuation, I very well underſtand ; but 
I never pretended to underſtand any Thing either of 
actuating or acting Faith: Then, wherein do I con- 
found them? 3 

V. That Faith is not, nor can be a Duty.” — 7 
How ſtrange this is, and how falſe and unaccountable 
the Foundation is on which I argue, I ſhall leave 
to your Judgment, after you have examined what! 
ſaid upon the Subject. And fince he ſays, Mr. 
** Fobnſon argues very impertinently, in obſerving 2 
* that it is not the Duty of Men to beget or pro- 
% duce this holy Principle in themſelves. The Au- 
* thor, on whom he animadverts, pleads not for 
that.“ “ I intreat your Patience to read over 
The Queſtion anſwered, &c. and fee if you can under- * 
ſtand what the Author pleads for; and then judge 
of my Impertinence. 4 
VI. That Faith is not purchaſed by Chriſt.” —- 3 
Faith is not capable of being purchaſed by any Price. _—.. 
For whatſoever is obtained by Purchaſe, is procured y) 
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the Purchaſer, from ſome Hand diſtint# from himſelf. ©: p 
But Faith proceeds from Chriſt, as its native Original. — 
Whether this Reaſon is of any Weight I leave to 
your Judgment. I am ſo far from talking of the # 


regenerate Principle, that I do not underſtand whether 
iuch a Phraſe has any Meaning. But if ſome Grace 
be neceſſary to the Regeneration of a Soul, which is MF 
not contained in precious Faith, I leave you to de- 

termine what that Grace is. 3 


Page 34. 


VII.“ That 


INTRODUCTION. xxiii. 


VII. That Miniſters are not commiſſioned to 
fa < preach the Law.” —Our Commiſſion is not to preach 
ta Z the Law, but the Goſpel.——Pleaſe to examine the 
2 whole Paſſage, and compare it with the Commiſſion 
given to the Miniſters of the Goſpel in the New 
Z Teſtament: And judge of my unſtilful Way of 
Writing, how b:igbly prejudicial to evangelical Truths, 
or about I know not «what; and wherein the Error in 
Judgment, Want of due Attention, or the Inadvertency 
appear; or, what Reaſon I have given for Sorrow 
to be expreſſed on this Occaſion. 
VIII. «„ That Minifters are not to admoniſh Sin- 
XZ © ners to leave their Sins, and amend their Lives.“ 
= Here we to negletct our proper Wark, and ſpend our Time 
ale in admoniſhing Sinners to reform their Lives, to mend 


On > their Ways, to pradtiſe Virtue and Religion, to regulate 
eo > ther Converſation, ta tread in the Paths of Piety, 10 


= ſpend their Time in ſerving Gad, to imitate good People 
ms in all their godly Attions, &c. This would uot have the 
= leaſt Tendency to convince, but to ſeduce them; by cauſing 


7 4 Ibem to imagine their Salvation depended on a moral Re- 

for 2 formation : For theſe Things may be done (in the Senſe 
Ver * tbe World takes them) without a Spark of ſpiritual 
der- race. And when' Perſons hear them inſiſted on, as the 
dge main Branch of the Miniſter's Mork; and when they 


comply with the Admonitions, and prafliſe the Duties 
recommended to them, (which is a very eaſy Thing for a 
car nal Man to do; they naturally ſubſtitute them in the 


d by F Room of the Salvation of God. But our Work is to 
ſelf. x Frrike at the Root: To open the Purity and Perfection, 
.— 3 Extent and Intent, Perpetuity and Severity of God's holy 
- OF Law; expoſing the Corruption of Nature, the Plague of 


the Heart, and the mortal Infection of Sin, &c.——The 
* Law in its native Obligation made the Inſtrument of the 
Propitious Government of the Mediator, requires Repen- 
Lance in all Men every where. For the Goodneſs of God 
uin his tender Mercy, and kind Benefaction, is a ſufficient 
8 nducement to lead thereto; and the Hopes of Judęments 
Being 


Axiv. INTRODUCTION, 


being averted, and our Tranqui lity lengthened, in conſe- 
quence of a moral Reformation, is ſuſſitient Encourage- 
ment therein,———Pleaſe to read both theſe Paſſages, 
and obſerve the main Deſign of both Arguments, in 
The Faith of God's Elett; and judge how much I 
palliate the Corruption of human Nature, or extenuate 
the YViciouſneſs of Men's Diſpoſitions ; and how looſe, 3 
unguarded, and ſo as not to be reconciled, J expreſs * 
mylelf. 
Thus, my Brethen, I refer to your Judgment 
3 thoſe Paſſages in my Book which have given Um- 
x brage, with the Miſtakes pointed out therein: Which 7 
| Eight Miſtakes (if ſuch they prove) are but originally * 
Three. The firſt relates to the Freeneſs and Sove- 
reignty of Grace; in Adoption, Election and eternal 
Union with Chriſt, Sc. And to this belong the 
firſt and ſixth Miſtakes. The ſecond relates to the 
Life of God in the Soul, called, The Grace of God, 
precious Faith, &c. And to this belong the ſecond, 
third, fourth, and fifth Miſtakes. The third relates 
to the preaching of the Goſpel: And to this belong 
the ſeventh and eighth Miſtakes.— Which Doctrines 
I ſhall endeavour to ſtate, in as diſtinct and intelligi- 
ble a Light as I can; and ſhall alſo refer myſelf to 
your Judgment therein, whether they be grounded 
upon the Word of -God, or not. 
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Greatneſs ! 
Ind is the Moſt High above all the Earth. His 


JEVANGELICAL TRUTHS 


VINDICATED. 


CMNAT. 
Of the Freeneſs and Sovereignty of Grace. 


EE Origin of all Grace is the everlaſtin 
God, who is known by his Name JAH, 
1 and rideth upon the Heavens in the Excel- 
. lency of his Majeſty; and whom no Creature 
able to extol, according to his inconceivable 


Whoſe Name alone is JE HOVA H, 


Eſſence and all his Attributes are infinite Perfection. 
He calls himſelf I AM; which i, and which was, 
and which is 40 come: And tells us, This is my Name 
r ever, and this is my Memorial unto all Generations. 
Nie appropriates to himſelf theſe Characters ALPHA 
nd OMEGA, the Firſt and the Laſt. He often 
Foucnes his deſpotick Authority; Lam the LORD: 
Ind commands the whole Creation to ſtand in Awe 


E of 
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of his Sovereignty : Be ftill, and know that I am GOD. 
Nor can the eternal HOLY ONE know any Change, 
or be what he is not, or ceaſe to be what he is: Ac- 
cording to thy Name, O GOD, fo is thy Praiſe unto the 
Ends of the Earth. —Bebold, Heaven, and the Heaven 
of Heavens cannot contain thee. —Bleſſed be thy glorious 
Name, which is exalted above all Bleſſing and Praiſe. 

Wherefore, as the divine Being in all his Attri- 
butes is independent, immutable, and uncontroul- 
able; his untathomable Love, his unſearchable Wiſ- 
dom, and his irreſiſtible Power, are infinitely perfect; 
and his Grace, in it's immenſe Original, it's glorious 
Manifeſtations, and efficacious Communications, is 
abſolutely free, and abſolutely ſovereign. That Grace 
which is in God the Father, proceeds forth from him 
in his beloved Son, and is communicated to his Elect 
by the Holy Ghoſt, is infinitely above all created In- 
fluence, has no Dependence on any Occurrence that 
can happen in Time, nor can poſſibly be affected one 
Way or other, by any Thing found or not found in, 
done or not done by any Creature: He is in one Mind, 
and who can turn him? And what his Soul defireth, even 
that he doth. 

From Everlaſting to Everlaſting he is known 
the Name of God ALMIGHTY. EMMANUEL, 
the Huſband, the Life, and the Fountain of all Grace 
to his Church, eternally dwells in God: TI am in the 
Father. The Union between Chriſt the Head and 
the ſelect Members of his Body, is in God: Your 
Life is hid with Chriſt in God. Election is in God: 
EZlect according to the Foreknowledge of God the Father. 
Adoption is in God : Having predeſtinated us unto the 
Adoption of Children by Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf. The 
Counſel and Purpoſe of Grace is in God: According 
to his good Pleaſure, which he hath purpoſed in himſelf, 


The Execution of all the divine Counſel is by his 


own Son, the Wiſdom and Power of God: Who 
zworketh all Things after the Counſel of his own Will. 
And 
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And all the Bleſſings of Grace and Glory pr 
from God, as a living Stream from an overflowing 
Fountain: The LORD will give Grace and Glory.— 
Wherefore, upon this Foundation J ſtand, as an in- 
variable Truth built upon the infallible Word of 
God; That the Grace of God cannot poſſibly be 
* excited by any Motive, being in itſelf abſolutely 
free; nor can it poſſibly be retarded by any Ob- 
* ſtacle, being in itſelf abſolutely ſovereign.“ And 
hence I conclude, 

1. No Purchaſe can be made of Faith, or any 
heavenly Grace. 2. No Neceflity can be of Sin, to 
give an Oppportunity to Grace, | 


1. Faith is not purchaſed by Chriſt. 

It is not conſiſtent with the Nature of Things, 
that any Thing whatſoever ſhould be purchaſed from 
ſuch a Being as God is; who is in himſelf poſſeſſed 
of all Perfection, has all Fulneſs to give, but cannot 
poſſibly receive : Therefore that Being from whom 


any Thing can be purchaſed, is not God. It is not 


conſiſtent with the Nature of Grace to be purchaſed ; 
for whatever is purchaſed is not free, and whatever 
is not free is not Grace: Therefore if it can be ob- 


| tained by Purchaſe it is no more Grace. It is not 


conſiſtent with the Nature of Faith, that it ſhould be 
purchaſed ; for Faith is the ſpecial Gift of God, a 
ſpiritual Bleſſing in Chriſt, a Communication of vital 
Grace flowing from the incomprehenſible Fulneſs of 
God: Therefore whatever is capable of being the 
Subject of any Purchaſe, is not the Faith of God's 
Elect. : 

I contend not about Terms and Phraſes, or for 
any ſtrained or doubtful Conſtruction of Words; 
I take the Word Purchaſe in it's proper Signification, 
according to the Senſe in which it is uſed in Scrip- 
ture. To buy with a Price, or procure a Thing 
by Agreement, for ſome Thing in return of equat 

= Value; 
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Value; to procure by Wiſdom and Power, or re- 
© cover a Thing from ſome Bondage or Incumbrancez 
© to obtain ſome Dignity, or gain a Title to ſome ad- 
vanced Station by perſonal Merit.“ In all theſe 
Senſes Chriſt purchaſed the Perſons of God's Elect : 
But he never purchaſed divine Bleſſings for them. 
To the People it is ſaid, 7e are bought with @ Price: 
Of the ſpiritual Bleſſings it is ſaid, The Grace of God 
which is given you by Feſus Chriſt. — I hanks be unto 
God for his unſpeakable Gift. The Saints are called, 
A peculiar (or purchaſed) People. I he purchaſed Poſ- 
ſeſion. The Bleſſings of Grace are called, The 7 hings 
that are freely given to us of God. Chtiſt, that he 
might deliver his Choſen from the Curie of the Law, 
gave himſeif a Ranſom for all.— His Life a Ranjom jor 
many. And they are called, T he Church of God, roh 
he hath purchaſed with his own Blood. — To reicue 
them from the Tyranny of Satan, Sin, and Death, 
he diſplays ſovereign Wiſdom, Love, and Power: 
He ſhall redeem their Soul ſrom Deceit and Violence.—— 
To obtain the ſupreme Dignity in their Hearts, he 
maniteſts to them his own perſonal Excellencies, his 
iuperlative Love to their Perſons, his maſterly At- 
chievements on their Behalf, and the exceeding Riches 
of Grace given unto them in his infinite Fulnels ; 
whereby he gains all the Faculties of their Souls into 
a ſweet Subjection to, and Delight in himſelf : Vbom 
have I in Heaven but thee? And there is none upon Earth 
that 1 defire beſides thee. Thus the Son of God has 
putchated his People, in every Light that they were 
capable of being purchaſed. And this is the Song 
of the Church, Theu waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us 
ta God by thy Blood. But I do not remember any 
Account m the Oracles of God, of any other Pur- 
chaſe that Chriſt has made. And he did not purchaſe 
his Church FROM, but TO Ged. 
If it be objected, © That in the Purchaſe which 
© Chriſt made of his People, he procured N 
2010 | them 
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good Gift, and every perfect Gift is from above, and 
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© them Remiſſion of Sins, Exemption from Con- 
£ demnation, c.“ I anſwer, Chriſt's purchaſing, or 
redeeming his People from all Iniquity, neceſſarily 
includes their Deliverance from all the Conſequences 
of that Iniquity z ſo that Pardon of Sin, Purification 
of the Conſcience, and Freedom from all the Effects 
of the Curſe, are inſeparably connected therewith, 
or contained therein, And theſe are Favours, which 
never can be lufficiently admired, nor ever will be 
forgotten by the Ranſomed of the Lord. But they 
are Bleſſings only in a privative Senſe, being Acts of 
Indemnity, Immunity, or Reſtoration, giving Deli- 
yerance from Evil; but a Releaſe from Evil is ma- 
terially different to an eſſential Bleſſedneſs, or the 
Enjoyment of a real and ſubſtantial Good: Even 


cometh down from ihe Father of Lights, from whom 
nothing ever came by Way of Purchaſe. —lt it ſhould 
be ſaid, * That Chriſt by his Obedience and Suf- 
* ferings merited, or obtained that Dignity and 
Glory of which himſelf is now poſſeſſed with his 
* Father :* To this I anſwer, Chriſt, by tulfilling his 
Father's good Pleaſure in Behalf of his Elect, per- 
ſonating them in their State of Sin and Miſery, doing 
Honour to the holy Law which they had violated, 
and making Satisfaction to divine Juſtice by his pre- 
cious Blood, he obtained Authority to perſonate them 
in the Preſence of God, as the LORD our Righteouſ- 
neſs; or to appear in the Preſence of God for us, as our 
Advocate. And having purchaſed them from under 
the condemning Sentence, he has a ſovereign Right 
to reſcue them out of the Hand of every Adverſary, 
and ſave them with an everlaſting Salvation : Becauſe 
he hath poured out his Soul unto Death. But he did 
not merit any perſonal Glory; for the Glory which he 
poſſeſſes, is the very ſame which he had with the Fa- 
ther, before the World was: Nor did he merit for his 
Church any heavenly or ſpiritual Bleſſing; = > 

thoſe 
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thoſe were Gifts given by the Father, in Chriſt, ts 
his Choſen, before the World began. 

We ought to diſtinguiſh well between the Merits 
of Chriſt, in the Capacity of a Mediator, and his 
Communications of Grace and Glory, as the vital 
Head of his Church : In the one Capacity he is to be 
conſidered as an omnipotent Agent, The Author of 
eternal Salvation; in the other, as an immenſe Trea- 
ſury, or inexhauſtible Fountain, Full of Grace and 
Truth. He purchaſed the Perſons of God's Elect, 
and merited their Freedom from all Condemnation : 
But ſpecial Bleſſings proceeding from the Fountain 
of Life, are no where repreſented as the Productions 
of Merit, but of unextinguiſhable Love. Nor can it 
conſiſt with the Being of the Moſt High God, the Po, 


 feſſor of Heaven and Earth, to receive any Price, or 


valuable Conſideration for any Good proceeding from 
himſelf. If it be objected, That the Purchaſe is 
* aſcribed to Chriſt, who is Heir of all Things, poſ- 
© ſefled of all Perfection, equal with God:“ I anſwer, 
This does not prove it poſſible, but utterly impoſſible, 
that he ſhould purchaſe any 'Thing from his Father. 
For in every Purchaſe the contracting Parties are 
conſidered as twain, poſſeſſed of different Properties, 
which they reciprocally exchange for mutual Ad- 
vantage, whereby each becomes poſſeſſed of a Pro- 
perty which he had not before: So Chriſt, by his 
Blood, gave that Honour to the Law which Sinners 
took away; and in Return, received his Children at 
full Liberty, which were held lawful Captives. But 
between the Father and the Son, ſuch an Exchange is 
impoſſible, for they are One, and poſſeſs every Per- 
tection in common: The Father loveth the Son, and 


hath given all Things into his Hand. 


It is true, That God in the Character of Lawgiver 
and Judge, and Chriſt in the Character of Mediator, 
are properly twain : But the Fountain of Bleſſings, and 
the Adminiſtrator of Juſtice, are very different 4 ha- 

racters: 
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raters: Under the former, The God of all Grace freely 
gave to his beloved Son all divine, ſpiritual, hea- 
venly, and eternal Bleſſings, tor the Accommodation 
of his Church: Under the latter, The God of Juſtice 
demanded and took the Lite of the Surety tor the 
Sins of his People; and under this Conſideration, it 
was not from God that Chriſt purchaſed his Church, 
but from under the Condemnation of the Law, 
whereby they were baniſhed from God, and to bring 
them back from their Exile. And be it obſerved, 
that in the Characters of Law-giver and Judge, it is 
not poſſible for any poſſeſſive Enjoyment, or actual 
Benefit, to proceed from any Perſon, either by Pur- 
chaſe or Donation. Theſe Characters relate only to 
Matters of Equity, in Juſtice and Truth to deter- 
mine all Caſes of Right and Wrong; therefore in 
my humble Opinion, it is very inconſiſtent to talk of 
A valuable Conſideration—tor our—eternal Felicity 
* —given into the Hand of God, in the Characters 
of Law-giver and Judge.” 

Grace and Glory are the Productions of divine 
uninterrupted Love, or they are divine Love itſelf, 
in its OQut-goings and Communications. Divine 
Love is God himſelf; Grace is God opening the 
Boſom of his Love to us; Glory, is God embracing 
us in the higheſt Manifeſtations of his Love; and 
our Right of Inheritance is the good Pleaſure of his 
Vill. Therefore, if the Obedience and Death of 
Chriſt did not procure divine Love, it did not obtain 
for us a legal Right to Grace and Glory.—Since 
Grace and Glory are no other than God in the Open- 
ings of his Boſom, and Manifeſtations of his im- 
mutable Mind, they cannot be purchaſed unleſs God 
himſelf is — 2's And as they are the very Fulneſs 
of Chriſt, he did not purchaſe them unleſs he pur- 
chaſed himſelf. All Grace and Glory are Chriſt's 
native Right, as he is Heir of all Things, and the in- 
diſputable Right of all his Elect, as they ſtand in him 

Children 
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Children of God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt, And 
fince theſe unſpeakably high, rich, and glorious Bleſs- 
ings reſide alone in God, and proceed ſpontaneous 
from the ſtupendous Ocean of infinite Perfection, 
the Grant is his immutable Will, I will be their God; 
and the Children's Right is hereditary, in the Perſon 
of his Son; If a Son, then an Heir of God through 
Chriſt. I confeſs they muſt be Perſons of very little 
Accuracy, who think that any Thing, that Chrift 
did, was to remove an Incumbrance brought by 
© Sin upon that Grant of Grace and Glory in him as 
a Head.” 
Grace and Glory are, and always were, abſolutely 
above all Incumbrance. The Incumbrance, Thral- 
dom, and Mifery brought by Sin, came upon the 
Perſons, and not upon the Inheritance, It is true, 
the earthly Inheritance poſſeſſed by Man in a State 
of Innocency 1s loſt by Sin, and never to be re- 
gained; but the heavenly Inheritance, ſecure in God, 
never was within the Reach of any Incumbrance by 
Sin or any other Thing. The Church's Portion 
and Inheritance is nothing leſs than the Eſſence of 
Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt; I am thy 
God. And being the Children of God, they are the 
Children of the Promiſe; hich God that cannot lie pro- 
miſed before the World began. And have a native and 
unalienable Right to their Inheritance; For this God 
is our God for ever and ever. Grace and Glory are 
the Church's Patrimony, and have no Dependance 
upon any Thing but the Immutability of God; and 
a legal Title to all the Bleſſings of eternal Life refts 
in Chriſt the Firſt-born, and his Elect, being Mem- 
bers of his Body, of his Fleſh, and of his Bones: Their 
Right of Inheritance is founded in his indubitable 
Claim, Whom he hath appointed Heir of all Things, and 
who ſays to his Children, I appoint unto you a King- 
dom, as my Father hath appointed unto me. 


The 
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The Patrimony and the Purchaſe are not to be 
confounded, for they are two diſtinct Things; the 

| former is the God of his Church, the latter is the 
Church of God : Not the Inheritance but the Per- 
ſons were purchaſed : Tranſgreſſion involved their 
Perſons in Ruin: Chriſt (their Inheritance) pur- 
chaſed them to Liberty for himſelf, and by anfwer- 
ing all the Demands of the holy Law in their Stead, 
obtaired for them a legal Title to Pardon, Juftifi- 
cation, Peace with God, and Freedom from all the 
Effects of Sin. And, as the Reward of his Sufterings, 
the Father promiſed him the Enjoyment of his Pur- 
chaſe : He ſhall ſee of the Travel of his Soul, and ſhall 
be ſatisfied. Therefore will I divide him a Portion with 
the Great, and he ſhall divide the Spoil with the Strong: 
becauſe he hath poured out his Soul unto Death. Thele, 
and ſuch like, are the Promiſes which the Father 
made to the Son, on Condition of his fulfilling the 
Covenant Engagements; not Grace and Glory to 
beſtow upon his People, for that is himſelf, bur full 
Satisfaction in the Enjoyment of his People, who are 
his Heritage : The LORD's Portion is his People. 
They deſtroyed themſelves, but in him is their Help. 
Through his Undertakings and Performances, thro? 
J- his meritorious Death and Life, through his Blood 
d and Righteouſneſs they have Redemption, Remiſſion 
4 of Sins, and eternal Salvation. God is the Portion of 
re his Elect for ever: With whom there never was, is, 
e nor can be any Reſtraint, Obſtruction, or Alienation; 
d neither is it poſſible that any Thing of the Nature 
ts of a Purchale ſhould take Place, or have any Influ- 
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1 ence into this indefeaſible Patrimony. Their indiſ- 
ir putable Right is ſecure in their eternal Union with 
le Chriſt, and their plenteous Enjoyment proceeds in 
1d divine Communications of Life, from the Fulneſs of 


g- Lim that filleth all in all. — For it pleaſed the Father, 
that in him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell. To purchaſe, 
procure, acquire, obtain, or any Thing of the like 
Nature, 
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1 EVANGELICAL TRUTHS 


Nature, never did, nor ever can bear any Relation to 
any of the ſpecial Bleſſings of Lite, Grace and Glory, 
or to that eſſential Felicity which is in God, and is 
beſtowed no other Way than as a free Gift in the 
perſonal Perfection of the Sen of bis Love.—Unto us 
a Son is given. — God hath given to us eternal Life, and 
this Life is in his Son. 

Therefore, inaſmuch as Faith is a ſpiritual Bleſſing 
given us in Chriſt, and communicated to us from him- 
telt, as a Head of Life and Influence, I conclude, That 
it is no Part of his Purchaſe. Our Perſons and our 
Redemption from the Curie coſt him dear, but his 
Grace Fulneſs is eſſential to himſelf. Chriſt in 
undertaking our Redemption was made under the 
Law, and obnoxtous to the Wrath of God; and in 
that Capacity Obedience was his Duty, and Ven- 
geance his Due, and by the Amplitude of his Obe- 
dience unto Death, and the Preciouſneſs of the Life 
which he laid down, he ſo compleatly fulfilled his 
Surety Engagements, and gave ſuch Honour to the 
Law as made an End of Sins, and brought in ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs. And it 1s my humble Opinion, 
That he that has a juſt Apprehenſion of the infinite 
Value of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, will never form 
any Conceptions of a Righteouſneſs of his own in the 
Sight of God, in Time or Eternity. Bur it is to be 
obſerved that Obedience to a Law 1s no other than 
the Payment of a Debt: And tho' it juſtly merits 
the Approbation of the Law-giver, ſo as the Per- 


former has a Right to ſtand before him free of all 
Impeachment, it cannot deſerve any real Benefit or 
proper Reward: Therefore, in my Judgment, it is 
a Contradiction in Terms to lay that * Obedience to | 
the Law—deſerves—Grace.”'—But if it ſhould be 


ſaid, That all Acts of Mercy, Deliverance from 


* Miſery, Freedom from Condemnation, and Preſer- | 
vation from Danger are Grace, which, as to us, is | 
* wholly free, but as it reſpects Chriſt our Surety, it | 

- 
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5 is Matter of Debt; therefore it is Grace merited 
by Obedience.“ I anſwer, in a remote or improper. 
Senſe theſe Acts are Grace; but, in a more ſtrict 
and proper Senſe, they are As of Grace, And tho? 
our Right to theſe Priviledges is acquired by the 
Obedience of Chriſt, it is not merited Grace; for 
Grace is the Fountain of that Obedience: It properly 
is Grace extending and manifeſting itſelf thro* the 
Merits of Chriſt in Acts of Mercy to us.—Belide, 
Acts of Mercy are not the Thing under Conſidera- 
tion, but ſpeczal Faith, which is Grace in a poſitive 
Senſe, a real ſpiritual Communication of Life im- 
mediately from God. 

It it be objected, © That a Right to Faith was 
obtained by Chriſt's Death :? I reply, if no more is 
intended than this, namely, A Right, by Faith, to 
receive Remiſſion of Sins; or, That the Purchaſe which 
Chriſt made by his Blood, is Matter for the Soul, by 
Faith, to feed upon; it is an undeniable Truth : Or 
if it intends, That tbe Soul is thereby redeemed from that 
Condemnation, which otherwiſe muſt have ſunk him into 
eternal Perdition, and rendered him incapable of any ſpi- 
ritual Enjoyment ; this allo is indiſputable.—Bur it it 
intends, That a Right to the divine Life, as it conſiſts 
in the Love of God, the Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt, dwelling in the 
Heart, was obtained for us; 1 deny it. God's Elect, 
loſt by Sin, Chriſt purchaſed ; and from every Evil 
in which Sin had involved them, he obtained Deli- 
verance, by a faithful Diſcharge of his high Office of 
Mediator, and by the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant. 
But that vital Grace which is eſſential to, and pro- 
ceeds from the Fulneſs of God, was not in their Pol- 
ſeſſion before the Fall; therefore it never could be 
loſt, and conſequently it never was obtained, or pur- 
chaſed; neither was their indelible Title to their 


God (their Inheritance) ever forfeited or detaced by 


Sin, for then no F oundation had remained for their 
FI Recovery; 
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Recovery; no more Hope for the Election than the 
Reſt; they had never heard of a Redeemer! 

If it be objected, © That I make no Diſtinction 
© between the Grace of God, and God himſelf.“ I 
reply, I deſire diligently to attend to thoſe Di- 
ſtinctions which the Holy Ghoſt is pleaſed to make 
in the ſacred Word, but not to coin Diſtinctions of 
my own: I deſire to ſpeak of the deep Things of 
God with Humility and Reverence, and at the ſame 
Time to contend earneſtly and boldly for that Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints. It cannot 
but be ſinful to uſe Exaggerations, and hyperbolical 
Phraſes, in the Things of God; or ſtretch our Ima- 
ginations and Expreſſions beyond the true Intent of 
the divine Teſtimony : And on the other Hand, it 
cannot be juſtifiable to invent qualifying Expreſſions 
in the Truths of God, and out of feigned Modeſty 
to decline the Strength and Glory expreſſed in the 
holy Oracles.— I have heard and read the Opinions 
of ſome, which, if I underſtand them right, are to 


this Purpoſe, * That that Grace and Truth which the 
Saints receive from Chriſt, is ſomething which is 
© ſuperior to the human Nature, but inferior to the | 


divine Nature.“ And whether this be the ſame Thing 


which others mean, who ſay, That Grace in the | 


Hearts of the Saints is a new Creature; I leave 
| themſelves to determine: Only I obſerve, If it is a 
Creature, it is not divine; if it is diſtinct from the 


Man, it is not human. And I freely confeſs, to me 


they both appear unintelligible Paradoxes. diſtin- 


guiſh between the Grace of God, conſidered in a pri- 
mary and a ſecondary Senſe. Every Bleſſing or Favour 
that we enjoy, as it proceeds from the Goodneſs of | 
God, may be called Grace, tho? it is not God; but 
the Fountain of Goodneſs from whence it proceeds | 
is God. Spiritual Diſpoſitions of Mind, becaule | 
they are produced by divine Grace, are frequently 
called Grace; tho' they are not God: But on 

vital | 
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vital Power that produced thoſe holy Diſpoſitions, 
is God. As we frequently ſay of a Piece of Writing, 
it is ſuch a Man's Hand, when we only mean, it is 
the Work of his Hand; but that which formed it 
is his Hand; that is, the Man himſelf. I have often 
thought, ſome Perſons do not duly diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the ſpecial Communications of Grace, and 
it's Effects produced in the Soul; which really are 
ſpecifically different; as much as the Sun- Beams 
are different to the Fruits of the Earth which are 
produced thereby: Truth ſhall ſpring out of the Earth, 
and Righteouſneſs ſhall lock down from Heaven. —] think 
it no Arrogancy, or unguarded Flight, to ſay, That 
that ſpiritual Life which the Saints enjoy by Faith in 
Chriſt Feſus, is God himſelf ; ſo long as I find ſuch 
abundant Evidence thereof in his infallible Ward : 
God hath ſaid, I will dwell in them. God is in you of 
a Truth. —[t is God which worketh in you. Go 
dwelleth in us, —Chriſt lwveth in me. hich is Chriſt 
in you. — The Holy Ghoſt which dwelleth in us. — But 


| as I may have Occaſion to treat of this particular 


Branch more large and diſtinct in another Place, I 
ſhall diſmiſs it for the preſent. : 

2. The ſovereign Grace of Jehovah could not 
poſſibly receive any Advantage from Sin, nor ſuſtain 
any Los for Want of it. 

It is not conſiſtent with the Perfections of God, 
that he ſhould be inſufficient to execute his own 
Counſel, without the Intervention of Sin; or that 
his Grace and Glory could not take Place, without 
that abominable Thing which his Soul hateth. The 
Grace of God is ſovereign and free, and altogether 
incapable of Stimulation or Reſtraint, by any Lhing 
that can proceed from a Creature : So that, whether 
God's Elect ſtood or fell, whether they continued in 
Good, or apoſtatized to Evil, whether Sin intervened 
or it did not, it could neither further nor hinder the 
Effects of the Counſels of the eternal vacated 

ind. 
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Mind.——The Grace of God is gloriouſly illuſtrated 
in the Salvation of his People from their Sins; and 
herein it has ſhined forth beyond all the Conceptions 
of Men or Angels. The Love, Wiſdom, and Power 
of God, mamiteſt in extinguiſhing Evil, and thereby 
cauſing Good to ſhine more conſpicuous ; by ſeizin 
the Opportunity, deſtroying the Deſtroyer, and pluck- 
ing the Brand out of the Fire, &c. will doubtleſs 
be the Admiration of the Saints for ever and ever. 
This is not the Matter in Debate. But, inaſmuch 
as throughout the Scripture, Sin 1s repreſented as 
the Fault of the Creature, the Depravity of his 
Nature, the Deformity of his Being, and the De- 
ſtruction of his Happineſs, as well as the Object of 
God's Abhorrence, whereof it is ſaid, It grieved him 
at his Heart... The Queſtion is this, Whether the 
Exiſtence of Sin is neceſſary to the Exiſtence of 
Grace ? Or whether the Moſt High was under Ne- 
ceſſity to have Recourſe to this Expedient, to intro- 
duce, decree, or make Sin to be unavoidable, in order 
to manifeſt the Riches of his Grace? 

I am very ſenſible what Difficulty attends the Un- 
dertaking, to diſtinguiſh between Grace and Sin: 


Not becaule there is any Kindred, or Reſemblance 


between them, or the leaſt Dependance on one an- 
other; for there cannot poſſibly be two ſuch Oppo- 
ſites in the Creation of God. Neither of them are 


Creatures. The former is eſſential to God; therefore | 


not a Creature: The latter is the Ruin of the Ex- 


cellency and Felicity of Creatures, but not itſelf a a 


Creature. They are ſo infinitely diſtant, ſo uncon- 


formably diſſimilar, and ſo irreconcileably oppoſite, 
that it is not poſſible for any Concord to ſubſiſt be- 


tween them. Therefore the Difficulty lies not in 


pointing out the real Difference between theſe two | 


unmeaſurable Extremes, but in accommodating the 


Subject to Minds already prepoſſeſſed in favour of | 
long imbibed (tho' undigeſted) Opinions. For there | 
are 
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are not a few who retain ſuch Sentiments as theſe, 
That Sin was neceſſary to make Way for Grace; 
that the Fall of Man was made unavoidable, by 
© the Decree of God; that Chriſt had never come in 
our Nature, only for the Sake of bearing our Sin; 
© that there had been no Way to eternal Glory, had 
not Sin given Occaſion; Sc.“ And of the Truth 
of theſe Sentiments they ſeem as confident, as if they 
had received them from the Oracles of God: And I 
doubt not but that by long Cuſtom in repeating 
them, their Minds are wrought up into a real Per- 
ſwaſion that they are grounded upon divine Reve- 
lation, 

Again, they conceive that if they ſhould let go 
theſe Sentiments, ſome great Abſurdity will follow, 
which will open a Door to Arminianiſm: Whereas the 
Abſurdity lurks in theſe Sentiments themſelves; and 
the Door to Arminianiſm never can be truly ſhut, ſo 
long as theſe undigeſted Notions are kept open. — 
For how is it poſſible but an Arminian will find a Plea 


againſt the Doctrines of Grace, while Grace and Sin 


are ſo unnaturally coupled together, and repreſented 
in ſuch an unſavoury Light? It is this ill- concerted 
Scheme, or this monſtrous Syſtem, drawn in Colours 
ſo unnatural, that has given the greateſt Handle to 
Arminians, to malign the precious Doctrines of Jeſus, 
and prejudice weak Minds againſt the Truth._— 
From this very Hypotheſis, Mr. Weſley has taken 
Liberty to draw the moſt monſtrous Concluſions, 
and to reproach the Doctrines of ſpecial Grace in a 
moſt profane and horrible Manner; ever and anon 
crying out, O horrible Decree. And through hearing 
ſuch Notions frequently introduced, and confounded 
with the Doctrines of ſpecial Grace, many of the 
weak Lambs of Chriſt are ſtumbled, and dare not 
think of lifting their Faces out of the Smoke of Ar- 
minianiſin into the glorious Light of free and ſovereign 
Grace, for fear of this ſhocking Appearance: F 3 in 

; their 
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their Apprehenſion, it makes God the Author of Sin, 
and the impulſive Cauſe of all the Miſery of his Crea- 
tures. And I confeſs, that of all the Diſtinctions, 
Gloſſes, Evaſions, Subtilties, and logical Turns, which 
I have ſeen upon the Subject, To prove The Necęſſity 
of the Intervention of Sin; and to clear God from 
being The real and native Author of it; I have not 
yet ſeen any Thing that removes he Charge. 

By this very Thing I myſelt was ſhut down in the 
duſky Regions of Arminian Inconſiſtencies, for the 
Space of ten Years: After I was bleſſed with the 
Love of God, Chriſt was become my Salvation, and 
I ted upon him as the Bread of Life. But! ſtayed 
(as it were) in the firſt Rudiments of Chriſtianity ; 
long in the Place of breaking forth of Children; and 
could not come torth into the Excellency of the 
Glory of the everlaſting Goſpel, for tear of enter- 
taining blaſphemous Notions, or receiving Doctrines 
injurious to the Glory of the God of my Salvation; 
not having Judgment to diſtinguiſh between the 


Glory of ſovereign Grace, as it ſhines in the unmixed | 


Golpel, and the groundleſs Opinions of Men, un- 
Kkiltully annexed thereto. Bur ſince it has been the 


good Pleaſure of my heavenly Father to enlighten | 


mine Eyes by his ſacred Word, to diſtinguiſh between 
the divine Teſtimony and human Gloſſes; and to 
ſtrengthen my Heart by his Spirit, to ſhake off thoſe 
unnatural Shackles; I plainly ſee the Doctrines of 
Grace are perfectly harmonious, without the leaſt Jar. 

Every Thing runs conſiſtent, without any Harſhneſs 
or Abſurdity attending it: Gd is Light, and in him is 
no Derkneſs at all, — T herefore it is not with me a 


light Matter, but what very ſenſibly touches my Heart 


with deep Concern, to think of thoſe tender Lambs 
of Jeſus, who are kept back from feeding in the 


Richneſs of the Paſtures, through being entangled | 
in the {ame Fetters as I have been: And however | 
may be ces A ſpeckled Bird, tor treading out of 

the | 
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the old beaten Path; I eſteem it my Duty to hearken 
unto God, rather than unto Men.—And, my beloved 
Brethren, I perſuade myſelf that I am not writing 
to Perſons who conceive of no other Rule whereb 
to regulate their Judgments in divine Things, beſide 
the Opinions of Men received by Tradition ; but to 
ſuch as have learned to enquire for themſelves, and 
to ſearch the Scriptures, Whether theſe Things are ſo. 
1. It is clear from the Scripture that the Love 
of Gdd is eternal, for it is eſſential to himſelf; God 
is Love: Therefore, if God is eternal, his Love is 
the ſame; but Love doth not exiſt without it's pe- 
culiar Object; therefore, the Object of his Love is 
eternal, and eternally beloved; and this Object is 
his only begotten Son, EMMANUEL. Behold my 
Servant whom I uphold, mine Eleft in whom my Soul de- 
lighteth..—T his is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleaſed. The Father leveth the Son.—Thou lovedſt me 
before the Foundation of the World —T hen I was by bim, 
as one brought up with him: and I was daily his De- 
light, rejoicing always before him. 

2. All God's Ele& were eternally foreknown in 
Chriſt the Firſt-born, therefore they were Objects 
of the ſame eternal Love of the Father: I in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one, and 
that the World may know that thou haſk ſent me, and 
haſt loved them, as thou haſt loved me. —T he Lord hath 
appeared of old unto me, ſaying, Yea, I have loved thee 
with an everlaſting Love: therefore with loving Kind- 
neſs have I drawn thee. — According as he hath choſen us 
in him, before the Foundation of the World, that we ſhould 
be holy, and without Blame before him in Love. Having 
predeſtinated us unto the Adoption of Children by Feſus 
Chriſt to himſelf, according to the good Pleaſure of his 
Will, To the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, wherem 
he hath made us accepted in the Beloved. —Rejoicing in the 
habitable Part of his Earth, and my Delights were with 
the Sons of Men, Cs 1 2 
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3. The everlaſting Love of God to his Elect pro- 
ceeds from his own eternal Boſom, in Chriſt Jeſus the 
ultimate Delight of his Soul, independent of any 
other Inducement: For the Children being not yet born, 
neither having done any Good or Evil, that the Purpoje 
of God according to Election might ſtand, not of Works, 
but of him that calleth. — For whom he did foreknow, he 
alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to the Image of his 
Son. Having made known unto us the Myſtery.of kis 
Will, according to his good Pleaſure which he hath pur- 
Poſed in himſelf.— Being predeſtinated according to the 
Purpoſe of him who worketh all Things after the Counſel 
of his own Will. — According to the eternal Purpoſe which 
be purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 

4. The Children of God were Heirs of eternal 
Life from everlaſting, and it was inſured unto them 
as firm as it was poſſible for God to make it, before 
the World began; tecured to his Elect in Chriſt by 
the Band of eternal Love, which is God himſelf; and 


eternal Life is nothing elſe but the living God him- 


ſelf, Who only bath Immertality. Mie the Fountain of 
living Waters. —Wilhb thee is the Fountain of Life. — 
As the Father bath Life in himſelf, ſo hath he given to 
the Son to have Life in himſelf. —T he living Father hath 
ſent me, and I live by the Fauber. God hath given to us 
eternal Life, and this Life is in his Son. His Son Feſus 
Chriſt, This is the true God, and eternal Life. —Chriſt 
who is our Life. — Eternal Life, which God that cannot 
tie, promiſed before the World began. 

5. Grace was ſecure to God's Elect from Eternity. 
Grace is no, other Thing than Love in it's Out-goings. 
This is the Difference (if there be a Difference) be- 
tween Love and Grace: Love is Grace reſiding in 
the Fountain, the eternal Boſom: Grace is Love 
iſſuing forth to us in Streams of Goodneſs; whereby 
we enjoy all rich, ſpiritual, heavenly, and eternal 
Bleſſings. Therefore, Grace is God himſelf; or it is 
the Goings forth of the Fulneſs of God, in * 
rom 
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from of old, from everlaſting. Grace is eſſential to the 


Godhead ; for, Where Sin abounded, Grace did much 
more abound. But it is impoſſible for any Thing but 
the infinite I AM to be extended beyond the 
Aboundings of Sin. Every perfect Gift is by Grace, 
and the Gifts are ſuch as cannot poſſibly proceed 
from any but the eternal Father: Unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given.—The Holy Ghoſt which 
is given unto us. The Son of God is full of Grace and 
Truth ; but all the Creation of God cannot fill him, 
for himſelf fills all Things; therefore the Grace, of 
which he is full, is IEHOVAH; and the Apoſtle's 
common Prayer was, for Grace from God the Father, 
and the Lord Feſus Chriſs : And this Grace, accord - 
ing to God's own Purpoſe, was given us in Chriſt 
Jeſus, before the World began. | 
6. Eternal Glory was ſecured to God's Choſen, 
as firm as the Being of God, before the World was. 
Eternal Glory is God himſelf : The Lord ſball be unto 
thee an everlaſting Light, and thy God thy Glory. —T he 
City had no need of the Sun, neither of the Moon to ſhine 
in it : for the Glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb 
is the Light thereof. —T hey need no Candle, neither Light 
of the Sun; for the Lord God giveth them Light. This 
Glory is the unalienable Right of God's Elect: The 
hidden Wiſdom which God ordained before the World 
unto our Glory. — To fit on my right Hand, and on my 
left—ſhall be given to them for whom it is prepared of 
my Father. Ihen fhall the King ſay unto them on his 
right Hand, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inberit the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation of the 
World. And this Preparation is of the {ſovereign 
Pleaſure and immutable Counſel of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord, Whom he hath appointed Heir of all 
Things. In whom all the Elect are adopted Children 
of God: And if Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, 
and joint Heirs with Chriſt—that we may be alſo glori- 

fied together. 
G 2 7. This 
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7. This eternal Plan of Life, Grace, and Glory 
in the Boſom of infinite Love, perfect before all 
Worlds, in the unchanging Counſel of the uncreated 
Mind, is the Foundation of the grandeſt Structure of 
incomprehenſible Glory and Pertection that ever was 
formed in the Wiſdom of Jehovah ; or at leaſt, that 
ever did tranſpire to created Beings, from the un- 
ſearchable Depths of his Will. It is nothing leſs than 
a Palace for God; an Habitation for the Moſt High; 
a Dwelling for the Holy One; there to regale him- 
ſelf with infinite Delight, and diſplay the Effulgence 
of his Glory, to all Eternity. And in this Building 
of God, The Son of his Love, God with us, is the 
Foundation, Lite, Strength, and Glory of the Whole. 
Bebold, I lay in Zion for a Foundation, a Stone, a tried 
Stone, à precious Corner Stone, a ſure Foundation. — Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner Stone; in whom all 
the Building fitly framed tegether groweth unto an koly 
Temple in the Lord: In whom you alſo are builded toge- 
ther, for an Habitation of God through the Spirit. Je 
elſo as lively Stones, are built up a ſpiritual Houſe. —T his 


is the Hill which God dęſireth to dwell in, yea, the LORD | 
will dwell in it for ever. — bor the LORD hath choſen 


Zion: be hath defired it for his Habitation. This is my 


Reſt for ever: here will I dwell, for I have defired it.— | 


And I will glorify the Houſe of my Glory. I he Glory 
of the Father primarily dwells in his beloved Son: 


It pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould all Fulneſs | 


dwell. —In him dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godbead 
bodily. And through Chrilt, The Head of the Body 
the Church, the Glory is communicated to all his 
Members : 
and of his Bones. Thus, Chriſt and his Church being 
one Body, one Houſe, are one Habitation for God: 
Know ye not that ye are the Temple of God, and that the 


Spirit of God dwelleth in you - he Temple of God is | 
koly, which Temple ye are. —Ye are the T emple of the | 
living Cod; as God hath ſaid, I will dwell in them, and | 

walk | 


We are Members of his Body, of his Fleſh, 
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walk in them; and I will be their God, and they ſhall 
be my People. — The Glory and Dignity of this Palace 
of ſupreme Holineſs is ſuch, that never an Angel in 
the celeſtial Regions was thought worthy to become 
a Stone in the Building, or to attain to any higher 


{ Dignity than as Outworks to the royal Manſion. 


They are ſuperior to Mankind, Greater in Power and 
Might in their original Formation; yet far inferior 
to the Saints in their Marriage Union to Chriſt : Nor 
do they ſtand at his right Hand, as the Saints ſtand 
cloathed in the Royalties of their Huſband, nor fit 
down with him in his Throne, as his Saints ſhall 
reign together with the King of Glory; nor bear ſo 
much his lively Image as the Saints who are one 
Body and one Spirit with their living Head. For 
verily be took not on him the Nature of Angels; but he 
took on him the Seed of Abraham. Thus is that inconi- 
prehenſible Myſtery which from the Beginning of the 
World hath been hid in God. Even the Myſtery which 
bath been hid from Ages, and from Generations, but now 
is made manifeſt to his Saints: To whom God would 
make known what is the Riches of the Glory of this 
Myſtery. —The Riches of the Glory of his Inheritance in 
the Saints. 

In this grand Deſign, God is the Firſt and the Laſt. 
The original Ground is his Love; the Plan is drawn 
by his own Wiſdom ; the Counſel is executed by his 
own Power; all the Proviſion is of, and proceeding 
from himſelf; the Situation is in his own Boſom ; 
the Perfection is his own Preſence ; the Edifice is for 
his own ultimate Delight, and the higheſt Manifeſta- 
tion of his Glory; the Houſe is a Sanctuary, conſe- 
crated to Jehovah, for his eternal Reſidence : Thai 
God may be all in all, 

Therefore, according to the original Conſtitution 
of Things, I ſee no Reaſon at all to conceive any 
Neceſſity of the Intervention of Sin, in order to ac- 
compliſn this majeſtick Purpoſe; or to imagine a 

Poſſibility 
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Poſſibility of it's being in the leaſt affected, through 
any Thing being done or not done by any Creature 
in Heaven, Earth, or Hell. — And unleſs one of 
theſe two Things can be proved; * 1. That Sin is 
* repreſented in the Word of God, as the Effect of 
© his determinate Counſel, and preſuppoſed in the 
© Foundation of his Love; or, 2. That God was 
© not able to conſummate his Deſigns without it, but 
the Nature of the. Circumftances made it abſolutely 
* neceſſary ;* I ſhall ſtill conclude, That it is im- 
poſſible to affign a Reaſon, V Grace and Glory might 
not have taken Place upon God's Elef?, according to bis 
everlaſting Love in Adoption; ſuppoſing Sin (and con- 
fequently Salvation from it) had never had a Being. 
The Scripture does not give the leaſt Hint of 
Adam's Fall being appointed of God, but fixes it en- 
tirely upon himſelf in every Place where it is men- 
tioned. God could not create him with an Inclina- 
tion to Sin: Gad made Man upright, and pronounced 
him very good. And Mr. Brine ſays, It was not 
* an Act of the fovereign Will of God to create 
Adam holy, the infinite Holineſs of his own Nature 
* made it neceſſary to him, and he could nat do 
„ otherwiſe.” And concerning the Holineſs of 
Adam's Nature, he ſays, That, as to it's Conſer- 
vation, depended on the free Will of Adam.“ 
Now, tho' I do not underſtand the Difference be- 
tween God's Will, and his holy Nature; yet, certain 
| am, it was fo that God could not create any 
Thing unholy; and I am as poſitive, That the Con- 
ſervation of that created Holineſs depended on 
Adam's free Will. -But how do theſe Things ac- 
cord? For if the Love of God to the Perſons whom 
he choſe, in his Son, was from everlaſting; à Will 
in God ariſing from his ſovereign and immenſe 
* Goodnels, to do them Good, with infinite Delight; 
and if this Will could not be carried into Execution 
without the Intervention of Sin; and if the Interven- 
15 dion 


VINDICATE D. 23 
tion of Sin was left precarious, depending on the 
Will of a Creature; where was the Certainty of the 
intended Glory before Adam fell? —In my humble 
Opinion, this Scheme makes Man as much the In- 
ſtrument of his own eternal Felicity, as the Arminian 
Scheme does, only with this Difference ; The Armi- 
nian ſuppoſes it brought in, Y Means of Man's free 
Will to Good, this, by Means of his free Will to Evil. 
Which is moſt eligible, I leave to the Judgment of 
my Brethren. wy __ 
And if the Nature of God be Holineſs in Perfection, 
his Will is the ſame. Whatever is in God, is the God- 
„head. Therefore, ſince his Nature is ſo holy that he 
could not create an unholy Thing, his Will muſt of 

of Neceſſity be ſo holy, that he could not will that holy 
2+ WW Creature which he had made to become unholy.— 
And the Perfection of God's Nature made it neceſ- 
a- ſary to him to make every Thing perfect in it's Kind. 
His Work is perfect. Therefore, as God did not create 

Man unholy, neither did he create him impotent : 
He gave him Power ſufficient to ſtand, to keep the 
Station where God placed him, and to perform every 
Work that God required of him, otherwiſe it had 
been an Imperfection. It had alſo been Injuſtice, if 
God had required to reap what he did not fow; with 
which, if any ſhall be ſo daring as to charge the Lord, 
he will righteouſly retort it; Out of thine own Mouth 
will I judge thee, thou wicked Servant. Yet, this very 
Thing which God deſpiſes with ſuch Reſentment, 
had been the Caſe, if Man had not been endued with 
Power to perſevere in all that God commanded him. 
—And that Man's Fall did not proceed from any 
Contrivance of God, or Trap which God had laid, is 
evident; for he placed him in the Garden, where he 
had cauſed to grow Every Tree that is pleaſant to the 
Sight, and good for Food, with full Licenſe to enjoy 
them, faying, Of every Tree of the Garden thou mayeſt 
freely eat; ſo that Neceſſity could not be an Excuſe. 
o | And 
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And having prohibited one Tree, he pointed it out to 
him, forbidding him the Uſe, and forewarning him 
of the Danger, that he might not be enſnared un- 
awares: But of theTree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, 
thou ſhalt not eat of it : for in the Day that thou eateſt 
thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. And when he had eaten 
of it, Guilt and Shame ſeized him; being conſcious it 
was his own Fault: And he ſaid, I beard thy Voice in 


the Garden: and I was afraid, becauſe I was naked ; 


and I hid myſelf. Here is not the leaſt Appearance of 
a Decree that he ſhould fall; but the contrary in 
every Circumſtance, 

But ſome aſſert, That the Scripture proves, 
© that God decreed the ſinful Actions of Men in 


© later Times:* For Proof whereof they produce a | 


Number of Inſtances; as Pharaoh whole Heart God 
hardened; the Canaanites, of whom it is ſaid, IL was 


of the Lord, to hearden their Hearts; the lying Spirit ſent 
to Abab's Prophets, &c. But let theſe Inſtances be 


calmly examined, without a prepoſſeſſed Judgment, | 


and no Proof appears that God either made, or ap- 


ointed them to be ſinful, but that their Sin was ſo 
Rani to God, and their Incorrigibleneſs therein had 
ſo highly provoked him, that he judicially gave them 
up to Obduracy and Deluſion for their own De- 


ſtruction.—It is alſo ſaid, If the Prophet be deceived 
when he hath ſpoken a Thing, I the Lord have deceived 
that Prophet, But ſee the Scope of that Paſſage; 
there is not the leaſt Appearance of God putting De- 


ceit into his Heart, but that he hideth his Secrets from | 


ſuch wicked Pretenders : He taketh the Wiſe in their 


ewn Craftineſs : and the Counſel of the Froward is car- 
ried headlong.—A gain it is ſaid, Shall there be Evil in 
a City, and the Lord hath not done it? The Evil here 
ſpoken of is not Sin, but the Judgment of God 
againſt Sin; and the Words are ſpoken to ſhew| 
that the Judgments of God come not by Chance, | 
but are Corrections directed by his Providence. —It 

* 


5 
1 

ö 

7 
t 
n 
it 
n 
E 
'9 
) 

n 


VINDICATED. 26 
is likewiſe ſaid, The Lord hath made all Things for him- 
ſelf : yea, even the Wicked for the Day of Evil. But 
let it be remembered, that it cannot conſiſt with the 
ſuperlative Holineſs of God to create a Being wicked, 
or to infuſe Wickedneſs into any Being; neither to 
tempt a Creature to Sin : God cannot be tempted with 
Evil, neither tempteth he any Man. Therefore, the 
true Meaning of the Text is, That God, in his ſo- 
vereign Wiſdom and Power, diſpoſeth all Things ſa 
as to ſerye his own Purpoſes : Even the Wicked he 
overrules, ſo as to become chaſtening Rods to his 
People in the Day of Viſitation : O Aſſyrian, the Rad 
of mine Anger. will ſend him againſt an hypocritical 
Nation. — Hor lo, I raiſe up the Chaldeans, that bitter 
and haſty Nation. —Surely at the Commandment of the 
Lord came this upon Judah. Thus, while wicked 
Perſons are purſuing the Gratification of their vile 
Inclinations, God gives them Permiſſion, or holds 
them under Reſtraint at his own Pleaſure, and turns 
their Counſels and Actions to anſwer his De- 
ſigns, though in the End their own Deſigns are 
fruſtrated. Howbeit, he meaneth not ſo, neither doth 
his Heart think ſo.—And he alſo ſhall periſh for ever. — 
Further it is ſaid, O Howſe of Iſrael, cannot I do with 
you as this Potter ? ſaith the Lord. Behold, as the Clay 
is in the Potter's Hand, ſo are ye in my Hand, O Houſe 
of Iſrael. This Parable has no Reſpect to Creation, 
but to the preſent State of the Vaelitiſb Nation, Nor 
has it any Reſpect to making them ſinful; for if ſo, 
God who is repreſented by the Potter muſt be the 
Author of that Sinfulneſs, which cannot conſiſt with 
the Holineſs of his Nature; neither does it conſiſt 
with the plain Intent of the Parable, which was a 
Reproot of their Ingratitude and Folly in abuſing 
the Favours which God had granted them, in order 
to their being a rich, flouriſhing, and honourable 
Nation ; but now having made themſelves vile in 
his Sight, and forfeited all thoſe Bleſſings by their 
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Sins; they were in his Hand to pardon and reſtore, 
or to puniſh, to diveſt and expoſe them to the Con- 
tempt of all the Nations, juſt as it ſhuuld pleaſe him; 
and howloever he ſhould deal with them, they could 
not have any Cauſe of Complaint, foraſmuch as they 
had brought the Evil upon themſelves by their own 
Sins. —And hence the Apoſtle reaſons, That God 
hath the ſame ſovereign Authority over all the ſinful 
Race of Mankind, out of the ſame vile depraved 
Lump to call forth the Veſſels of his Pleaſure, and 
make them honourable in Chriſt Jeſus, while he deals 
with others according to the juſt Demerit of their 
Iniquities : Hath not the Potter Power over the Clay, 
of the ſame Lump to make one Veſſel unto Honour, and 


another unto Diſhonour. But let both Paſſages be ma- 
turely weighed, and there will not be found any Ap- | 
pearance of God making them. wicked and rebel- | 


lious, or of his decreeing them ſo to be, any other- 


wiſe than this, That as they had involved themſelves | 


in Sin, Wrath, and Miſery, God was not under an 


Obligation to deliver them, but had a juſt Right, if | 
it was his Pleaſure, to leave the Filthy to be filthy | 
ſtill. And had the Apoſtle had any View to God's 


Decree that they ſhould be ſinful, it had been very 


impertinent to uſe ſuch an Expreſſion as this, Endured 


with much Long-ſuffering. Therefore the true Deſign 
of the Words is this, that God hath a ſovereign Right 
to deal with fallen Creatures, either in Goodneſs, or 


Severity, juſt according to his Pleaſure : For all have | 
ſinned and come ſhort of the Glory of God. 


I might take Notice of more Scriptures frequently 


brought to prove, That Sin is, becauſe God wills 
© that it ſhall be,” (to avoid aſſerting plainly, That ! 
God is the Author of Sin.) but it is not neceſſary; } 
ſince none of them expreſs any ſuch Thing. And | 
if there be any Text in the Bible which, at the firſt | 
Sight, may appear to admit of a doubtful Con- 
ſtruction ; there is ſo much, ſo often, and ſo ſtrongly ? 
| expreſſed } 
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expreſſed directly to the Reverſe, that it is ſufficient 
to ſatisfy any Mind that is willing to take God at his 


; Word. And be it obſerved, that whatever may be 
7 ſpoken of the Providence of God, relating to Per- 
q {ons already in a State of Sin, can have no Tendency 
1 to prove, That God appointed them to that Sinfulneſs. 
1 I ſhall only mention one Thing more, which is fre- 
1 quently urged with great Confidence, to prove, That 
1 God decreed Sin. It is ſaid concerning the Crucifixion 
n of our Lord, Him, being delivered by the determinate 
n Counſel and Foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and 
| by wicked Hands have crucified and ſlain. For of a 
1 Truth, againſt thy holy Child Jeſus, whom thou haſt 
. HF anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gen- 
files, and the People of Iſrael were gathered together, 
For to do whatſoever thine Hand and thy Counſel had 
8 determined before to be done. In theſe Texts, as well 
as in other Portions of Scripture, where the Counſel, 
1 © Purpoſe, Foreknowledge of God, Sc. are noted, 
Fr BY they relate to the Accompliſhment of God's gracious 
y | Deſigns towards his Elect, and not to the wicked 
„ Actions of Men. But it may be ſaid, © Thoſe gra- 
y | * cious Deſigns could not be accompliſhed without 
2 © thoſe ſinful Actions; therefore they muſt equally 
n be determined.“ I reply, Without thoſe ſinful 
t Actions his gracious Counſels had not been executed 
r by the ſame Means: But it would be too liberal in us to 
„ aſſert, That God was under a Neceſſity to do his 
Work by ſuch Means, or incapable of performing 
y | it without them, And his appointing it to be done 
s in that very Way, by thoſe very Perſons, is no Proof 
„ at all that God decreed their Sin, but of the all-wiſe 


Superintendency of his Providence in ſetting wicked 
Perſons in ſuch Places, and giving them the Op- 
portunity to diſcover their Wickedneſs, and ſtill 
making it ſubſervient to his own gracious Deſigns ; 
as in the Inſtance of Pharaoh, whom he raiſed to the 
Throne of Egypt for ſuch a Purpoſe: And in very 
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Deed for this Cauſe have ] raiſed thee up, for to ſpeto in 


thee my Power. 1 know ſome Perſons have taken Go, 
Liberty to aſſert, That God raiſed up Pharaob into | 
Being that he ſhould be a wicked Man, that he might Go 
anſwer this End; but as this is to force a Senſe upon wit 
the Text beyond what is therein expreſſed, I think, ſen 
a tender Conſcience, upon deliberate Reflexion, will i rel: 
ſee Reaſon to retract it. But ſome will ſay, The car 


© crucifying of Chriſt was performed by wicked 
Hands, according to the determinate Counſel of an 
God; which could not be, unleſs the Perſons had (of 
been wicked; therefore, not only the over-ruling is 
of their wicked Counſels, but the Wickedneſs it- Hof. 
« ſelf muſt be decreed. To whom I reply, Be not of“ 
raſh with thy Mouth, and let not thine Heart be haſly ſan 
to utter any Thing before Ged: for God is in Heaven, ¶ nal 
and thou upon Earth: therefore let thy Words be few. Wi thi: 
God has never told us that he decreed any Creature Wa \ 
to be ſinful; tho? he frequently informs us, That he Bl. 
puts his Bridle in the Lips of his Enemies, and turns of 
them about at his Pleaſure; and girds thoſe who us 
have not known him, ſo that (in an indirect Senſe) De. 
they do his Will, while they think they are doing ey! 
their own. And however cogent this Argument may the 
look at the firſt Glance, the Premiſes will not maintain eff 
the Concluſion : For the Crucifixion of Chriſt had im- 
mediate Relation to the Salvation of Sinners, which 
neceſſarily ſuppoſes them to be conſidered as in a 
State of Sin; conſequently, in every Counfel and 
Purpoſe relating to that Tranſaction, the Crucifiers 
were conſidered (not as upright Creatures, or as 


Beings not yet brought forth, but) as Perſons already r 
— 4 in Sin: Therefore, thoſe Counſels could An 
not have any Relation to their becoming ſinful, but Woo 
to the inverting of their ſinful Meaſures to anſwer Wan 
ee Tir ons I conclude, The Scrip- Wnt 
ture ſends forth no ſuch noxious Fumes, as That God Nun 
is tbe Author of Sin; or, That Sin is the Effect of God's 10 


Decree; 
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Decree ; or to ſpin it more unevenly fine, That it was 
God's Decree that Man ſpould fin. 

And as for Grace and Glory, they are eſſential to 
God; and if they could not have been the ſame 
without the Being of Sin, then Sin alſo muſt be eſ- 
ſential to God: Or if the grand Counfels of God, 
relative to his Grace and Glory, could not have been 
carried into Execution without the Intervention of 
| Sin, then the Vacancy or Abſence of Sin, had been 
j an Imperfection; and if ſo, either Imperfection or Sin 
| I (of abſolute Neceffiry) muſt be eſſential to God. It 
is true, without the Intervention of Sin the Luſtre 
of divine Grace had not been manifeſted in the Work 
of Salvation as now it is: For, though Grace is the 
y WW fame, and could not vary, being eſſential to the eter- 
nal Jehovah, yet, unleſs Sin had entered, whereby 
this Grace was put to the Trial, we had not ſeen tuch 
a ſhining Proot of its Sovereignty, flowing in the 


© Blood of Jeſus, abounding over all the Aboundings 
15 Mot Sin, triumphing over all Enemies, and bringing 
zo zus the ſame Way to Glory. But the original grand 
>) MDcſign of the Father of Lights, in adopting a People 
g % Zeſus Chrift to himſelf, was his own Delight in them, 


their eternal Enjoyment of himſelf, and that the in- 
in Neffable Glory of his Perfections, through his Son, by 
n- the Holy Ghoſt, might ſhine upon them, and they 

dwell therein for ever and ever. Salvation is no 


a more than the Opening of the Way to this Glory, 
nd Wor removing of the Obſtructions which Sin has pro- 
ers HNuced; the former is the eternal Enjoyment of God 
as the latter is the ſtretching forth of his everlaſting 
dy Arms to bring home his Elect in Honour and Safety. 
uld And as it is more than any Man knows, ſo it is alſo 
but Woo bold for any Man to aſſert, That God could not 
wer Wave nn {oo his Children home, unleſs Sin had firſt 
rip- Witercepted them. And it would be equally pre- 
God umptuous to aſſert, That the infinite Attributes of 
od's wine Perfection, thro? the unmeaſurable Duration 
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of Eternity, could not have been able to open and 


fully diſplay the exceeding Riches of his Love and th 
Grace to his Elect, unleſs the Entrance of Sin had | 
given this Opportunity. th 


God forbid that I ſhould extenuate the Greatneſs he 
and Glory of the Salvation which is in Chriſt Jeſus; St 
and leſt any ſhould ſuggeſt that I have diminutive MW R. 
Conceptions of the infinitely glorious Tranſactions of WW w1 
Redemption and Salvation, I am glad that I had be- im 
fore publiſhed that Pamphlet, intitled 4 Mathematical is ( 
Queſtion, propounded by the Vicegerent of the World, i fro 
anſwered by the King of Glory; where thoſe that pleaſe WW rit 
may ſee my Sentiments on thoſe grand Atchieve- W an 
ments. — Since Sin has made ſuch Devaſtation, Ii ter 
brought Wrath and Miſery, inevitable Ruin, and WM f©n 
final Deſtruction, and the God of our Lord Jeſus MM wh 
Chriſt hath interpoſed, in opening to us the Boſom i the 
of his Love in the Blood of his beloved Son, in the WI 
Word of his Grace, and by the Power of his Holy Re 
Spirit, to ſave to the uttermoſt, with an everlaſting W mo 
Salvation, that which was loſt; I look upon the or 
Riches of Grace, in the Salvation of Sinners, with WM neſ 
the moſt profound Admiration; as the moſt great, gen 
the moſt amazingly excellent, and tranſcendently M the; 
glorious Work that ever was performed by the rati 
Hands of the immortal Being; or at leaſt, that ever MM or 
was made manifeſt, or ever enter'd the Conception Chr 
of a Creature. It never can be ſufficiently adored i ther 
and magnified ; it will demand our higheſt Praiſes WW ling 
to all Eternity. It is the firſt Thing whereby God Ho] 
manifeſts his Grace to a Sinner; that ſtrikes the wit 

Heart with a Senſe of divine Love, and draws the fo a: 
Soul to God. And I am certain it is what my Soulf 
can never forget; but muſt remember, with the# 
deepeſt Senſe of Gratitude, as long as I have an 
Being. But if I was perſwaded, That my being in- the 
volved in Sin and Miſery was made unavoidable bil the 
the Decree of God, I greatly ſuſpect, whether il 
Sa 
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Salvation therefrom would raiſe in me ſo deep a Senſe 
of Gratitude, as now it does. But I rejoice to find that 

there is no Neceſlity for ſuch unnatural Conceptions. 
And it is utterly a Miſtake, to aſſert, I hat without 
the Intervention of Sin, regenerating Grace could not 
| have taken Place in the Elect : For, tho* Man in his 
- State of Innocency was poſſeſſed of perfect natural 
KRectitude, he was not poſſeſſed of the ſpiritual Life 
{ which the Saints live in Chriſt ; without which it is 
- BW impoſſible to enjoy God in that near Relation as he 
7 is enjoyed by his Elect. The regenerate Soul is paſſed 
. from Death unto Life; not to the Life of Nature Pu- 
ſe rity which he had before Sin deſpoiled him of it, 
e- and in which State he was no more capable of en- 
n, tering into the Boſom of the Father, than he is in his 
id WF finful State; but he is paſſed unto that eternal Life 
us which is in Chriſt, or which is Chriſt himſelf; not 
m the old Life reſtored: All Things are become new. 
he Wherefore, Regeneration is ſomething more than the 
Removal of evil Habits, or the Infuſion of good 


ng moral Habits; more than a Reformation of Life, 
the or changing the natural Diſpoſitions from Unclean- 
ith F neſs to Purity: Theſe are neceſſarily included in Re- 
at, generation as the Productions, Fruits, or Effects 
iy thereof ; but they are not the Grace itſelf. Regene- 
the ration is a ſpiritual Implantation into the Son of God, 
ver or it is a vital Union with Chriſt by Faith, whereby 
tion Wl Chriſt becomes the Life of the Soul. And where 
"red i there is this ſpiritual Union with, and mental Dwel- 
ailes ling in the Holy One of God, Purity of Heart, and 
God Holineſs of Life are inſeparable from that Soul. But 


the without this divine ingrafting into Chriſt by Faith, 

the'F fo as to live in him, and live by him; was a Man as 
Soul free from Sin as Adam was the Moment he was cre- 
ated; and had his Conduct, in all Reſpects, cor- 
Jreſponded with the holy Principles of Nature, and 
he Precepts of the moral Law, he could not enjo 
the felicitous Fruition of God, as he is the Father of 


our 
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our Lord Jeſus Chrift, or the God of all Grace. 
Therefore, notwithſtanding the Waſhing of Regene- 
ration, or Purification of p 4 Conſcience, became ne- 
ceſſary thro* the Pollution of Sin, the divine Life in 
Chriſt, and the Unction of the Holy Ghoſt, were 
equally neceſſary in their own Nature, with or with- 
out The Intervention of Sin. 

The Sum is this: All the Grace, Glory, and Bleſ- 
fedneſs which pertains to the Kingdom of Gad, is 
God himſelf; and all the Felicity that is poſſible to 
God's Ele&, in Time or Eternity, is Jehovah ; his 
Effence is their eternal Inheritance, ſettled on them 
as ſecure as Omnipotence and Immutability can fix 
it: Nothing but Sin could attempt to interrupt their 
Enjoyment; and it was not poſſible for Sin to have 
any Influence upon the Inheritance, or the irreverſible 
Grant thereof ; but it overthrew their Perſons in Con- 
demnation, Putrefaction, and Miſery ; in which Con- 
dition it was impoſlible for them to enjoy the Light 
of God's Countenance. Salvation is the Fruit of 
God's Love, the mighty Work of ſovereign Grace, 
the Performance of his invincible Hand, in reſcuing 
his Children from the Jaws of eternal Perdition, de- 
fcating all the Efforts of Sin, and letting them as free 
from all the Malignancy thereof as it Sin had never 
had an Exiſtence. Thus, The Foundation of God ſtandeth 
fere : It proved impregnable; the abounding of Sin 
was in vain, for Grace did much more abound. So that 
Sin did neither further nor hinder the divine Counſel, 
or had the leaſt Influence into the Inheritance of the 
Saints; only it gave Occaſion for a glorious Diſplay 
of ſovereign Grace, in it's Deſtruction, 

But ſome ſay, Sin mult be appointed of God, for 
© otherwiſe he could have prevented it.“ I reply, If 
God had not given Permiſſion, or left Man to his 
own Liberty, it could not have been; for nothing can 
reſiſt his abſolute Will: But this is no Argument, 
tþat God appointed Sin. But they ſay, Nothing can 

© Come 
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come to paſs but what God has decreed.” I reply, 
That Aſſertion is oftener expreſſed than proved. But 
I aſk this Queſtion ; Is God able to make a Creature 
indued with ſuch Power, and Freedom of Will, that 
he may properly act at Liberty; and ſo far as God 
ſhall pleaſe to grant him Licence, he may be the 
Author of his own Actions, without thoſe Actions 
being fixed unavoidable by a Decree ? If he is not 
able to do this, he is not infinite in Power and Wif- 
dom: And if he is able to do it, then it is meddling; 
with Things unrevealed, to ſay, It is not ſo. His 
Word does not expreſs the contrary ;. but by his Ex- 
poſtulations with Sinners naturally and fully implies, 
That ſo it is. But they ſay, God foreknew all 
Things from the Beginning, and his Foreknowledge 
is founded on his Decree; for he cannot forek now 
any Thing but as he has decreed it.“ I reply, God's 
Foreknowledge of his Ele& in Chriſt, 1s his un- 
changing Love to, and Delight in them; and if 
they will aſſert that Sin was foreknown in the fame 
Way, I have no more to ſay. But if God cannot 
give Liberty to a Creature to act from his own Will, 
without making his particular Acts neceſſary by a 
Decree; and yet, in his own Preſcience, underſtand. 
what that Creature will do, he muſt be a finite Being. 
— oc, in foretelling to Moſes the Sins of his Peo- 
ple Iſrael, avouches his Preſcience ; but denies thoſe 
Sins to proceed from his Decree, by the Prophet 
Feremiah, laying, I commanded not, nor ſpake it, neither 
came it into my Mind. 1492.4 
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CHAP. II. 


Of the precious Faith of the Saints. 


[| N treating on this divine Communication of ſpi- 
ritual Grace and vital Power, I propoſe to keep 
cloſe. to the Thing under Conſideration ; that is, the 
Faith peculiar to God's Ele&, whereby they become 
ſpiritual Members of Chriſt's myſtical Body, and are 
thereby diſtinguiſhed from all the reſt of the Sons of 
Men. I know the Word Faith, in Scripture, as well 
as in common Speech, - hath divers Acceptations, 
wherein it may be applied to Men in common, 
without any ſpecial Regard to God's Choſen. Again, 
when it relates to the Children of God in foeciah it 
may be variouſly underſtood, according to the Sub- 
ject under Conſideration; for it is not always to be 
taken in the moſt extenſive Light, but is frequently 
applied to ſome particular Branch or Fruit, or ſome 
particular Out-going of Faith in the Soul. But I 
ſhall neither diſcuſs the different Senſes in which the 
Word is uſed, nor regard any Objections that may 
be raiſed therefrom : My Buſinels being only to 
attend to the Eſſence of that Faith which by the 
Holy Ghoſt is held forth as the peculiar Privilege 
of the Members of Chriſt, and from whence they 

are denominated he Children of God. C r 
I) his precious Faith is the [ndzwelling of God, the Life 
of Chriſt, the powerful Breath of the Holy Ghoſt in the 
Soul ; whereby the Soul is ſpiritually illuminated into 
the Knowledge, attracted into the Love, quickened 
into the Lite, enlarged into the Grace, ſtrengthened 
into the Power, transformed into the Likeneſs, and 
united into one Spirit with the Son of God: And 
whereby it enjoys all the ſpiritual Bleſſings, Nad 
arts, 
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forts, and Enjoyments of God in Chriſt, that ir is 
capable of receiving, or ever ſhall be poſſeſſed of, 
until this Mortal ſhall put on Immortality, and Faith 
ſhall be ſucceeded by open Viſion. And from hence 
proceed all the Fruits of Grace, holy Principles, and 
{piritual Diſpoſitions that adorn the Heaven-born 
Mind.—If any ſhall take Advantage from hence, 
to charge me, That I ſpeak of Faith in an a 
Manner; that I make it to be God, Chriſt, and 
the Holy Ghoſt.” I reply, Whatever the Scripture 
makes it, ſo I receive it. It is, God in his gracious 
Inflowings, or in his ſpiritual Communications. In 
whatever Senſe the Scripture declares that God does 
dwell, or promiſes that he ſhall dwell, or encourages 
the Saints to pray that he may dwell in their Hearts, 
his Dwelling is by Faith; and none of his Children, 
while in the World, knows any Thing of his dwelling 
in them any other Way. And whether I make Faith 
to' be any Thing but what the Lord makes it, or 
repreſent it in a different Light to what the Holy 
Ghoſt has done, I appeal to the Oracles of God, 

The Saints have but one ſpiritual Life, and that 
Life is Chriſt: I am—the Life. He that eateth me, 
even he ſhall live by me. And it is ſaid, The Fuſt ſhall 
live by Faith. Therefore, to live by Chriſt, and to 
live by Faith, is the ſame Thing: I hve; yet not J. 
but Chriſt liveth in me: and the Life which I now live 
in the Fleſh, I live by the Faith of the Son of God. 
God verily dwells in his Saints: God is in you of a 
Truth. M hich is Chriſt in you. But this dwelling is 
by Faith : That Chriſt may dwell in your Hearts by 
Faith. So that to be bleſſed with Faith, and to enjoy 
Chriſt, is the ſelf-ſame Thing: Examine yourſelves 
whether ye be in the Faith , prove your own. ſelves : 
know ye not your own ſelves, how that Feſus Chriſt is in 
you, except ye be Reprobates.— Regeneration, or the 
ſpiritual Generation, or manifeſtative Sonſhip of the 

lect, is alone of God: The Father of Lights—Of his 
I 2 _ . 0Wtt 
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own Will begat he us with the Word of Truth. Halb 
quickened us together with Chriſt, —So is every one that 
is born of the Spirit. Yet this Work is aſcribed to 
Faith: Ye are all the Children of God by Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus.— M hoſoever believeth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is 
born of God, — Juſtification is alone of God: 1t is God 
that juſtifieth. I hat he might be juſt, and the Fuſtifier 
of him which believeth in Jeſus. And this Juſtification 
is in his beloved Son: Being juſtified freely by his Grace, 
through the Redemption that is in Feſus Chriſt. And this 
Juſtification is made ours by Faith : Knowing that a 
Man is not juſtified by the Works of the Law, but by the 
Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, even we have believed in Jeſus 
Chriſt ; that we might be juſtified by the Faith of Chriſt. 
—Sanctification is aſcribed to the Father: To them 
that are ſantlified by God the Father. And it is aſcribed 
to Jeſus Chriſt : Both he that ſanttifieth, and they who 
are ſan#tified, are all of one. Jo them that are ſanctiſied 
in Chriſt Feſus. It is allo aſcribed to the Holy Gheſt: 
Through Santtification of the Spirit. Being ſanctiſied by 
the Holy Ghoſt. And it is by Faith: That they may 
receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance among them 
which are ſanctiſied by Faith that is in me. Reſurrection 
from Death in Sin, is aſcribed to God: You being dead 
in your Sins — hath he quickened together with bim. Like- 
wiſe to Chriſt: And you hath he quickened who were 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. And to the Holy Ghoſt : 
The Spirit is Life, becauſe of Righteouſneſs. Yet it is 
done by Faith: You are riſen with him through the 
Faith of the Operation of God. —- Purification of the 
Heart is aſcribed to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt : I will cleanſe their Blood that I have not cleanſed. 
From all your Filt hineſs, and from all your Idols will I 
cleanſe you. I bere jhall be a Fountain opened —for Sin 


and for Uncleanneſs. — By the waſhing of Regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. But it is by Faith that 


the Operation is performed: Puriſying their Hearts by 
Faith. Salvation is alone of God, in Chriſt: J, even 


[ 
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J am the LORD, and beſide me there is no Saviour. 
Neither is there Salvation in any other : for there is none 
other Name under Heaven given among Men whereby we 
muſt be ſaved. And it is through Faith : For by Grace 
are ye ſaved, through Faith. God is well pleaſed in 
Chriſt: This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleaſed. Yet the toly Ghoſt ſaith, Without Faith it is 
impoſſible to pleaſe him. —Chriſt alone is the Way to the 
Father: I am the Way—no Man cometh unto the Father 
but by me. And this Coming is by Faith: By whom alſo 
we Have Acceſs by Faith, &c. It is equally aſcribed to 
the Spirit, and to Faith : For through him we both have 
an Acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father. In whom we 
have Boldneſs and Acceſs with Confidence by the Faith of 
him. Theretore the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt in 
the Heart, and the Faith of Jeſus, are one and the 
ſame Thing ; or they are abſolutely inſeparable : We 
having the ſame Spirit of Faith. Chriſt alone is the 
Foundation upon which his Church is built: For other 
Foundation can no Man lay than that is laid, which is 
Feſus Chriſt. Upon this Rock I will build my Church. 
Yet the Saints are built in and upon the Faith : But 
ye, beloved, building up yourſelves on your Moſt Holy 
Faith. I ye continue in the Faith grounded and ſettled. 
— Rooted and built up in him, and ſtabliſbed in the Faith. 
he Chriſtian knows no Hope but Emmanuel: 
Which is Chriſt in you, the Hope of Glory. And Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, which is our Hope. — Looking for that bleſſed 
Hope, and the glorious Appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. Yet the Holy Ghoſt faith, 
Faith is the Subſtance of Things hoped for. .Omnipo- 
tence is aſcribed to God alone: I am the Almighty God. 
—The Lord God omnipotent reigneth. And it is com- 
mon to the Son and Holy Ghoſt : All Power is given 
unto me in Heaven and in Earth. —Chriſt the Power of 
God. By his Spirit he bath garniſhed the Heavens. 
The Spirit of God hath made me. And Omnipotence 
is aſcribed to Faith: If ye have Faith as a Grain of 


Muſtard- 
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AMuſtard-Seed, ye ſhall fay unto this Mountain, Remove 
hence to. yonder Place, and it ſball remove; and nothing 
ſhall be impoſſible unta you.-—- If thou canſt believe, all 
Things are poſſible io him that believeth. — The ſtanding 
and walking of the Saints is by the Power of God: 
This is the true Grace of God wherein ye fland. 1 will 
Brengihen them in the LORD, and they ſhall wall up 
and: down in his Name, faith the LORD.—F will go in 
#be Strength of the Lord God. —Without me ye can do 
not hing. Yet theſe Things are done by Faith: By 
Faith ye ſtand. Me walk by Faith. ——Chriſt alone is 
the Conqueror of all Enemies : For he muſt reign, till 
be bath put all Enemies under his Feet. — Be of good 
Cheer, I have overcome the World. But the Victory is 
gained by Faith: This is the Viftory that overcometh 
the World, even aur Faith.-—It is the Prerogative of 
the Father and the Son, to keep the Saints while in 
this World : Holy Father, keep through thine own 
Name, thoſe whom thou haſt given me. M bile I was 
with them in the World, I kept them in thy Name. And 
this Preſervation is by Faith: Mbo are kept by the 
Power of God through Faith unto Salvation. 

| Now, my Brethren, to your Judgment I appeal, 
What does this ſpecial Faith appear to be, in the 
Light of the infallible Word ? Is it not manifeſtly 
held forth to be, Whatever God is in the Soul? That 
is Love, Life, Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Sc. from 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, ſhed abroad in 
the Heart : Or a living Stream of Grace, from the 
Boſam of the Father, in the Fulneſs of Chriſt, by 
the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, flowing into the Soul? 
Or (to expreſs it in the loweſt Terms) can it be any 
Thing leſs than this, viz. Such an efficacious Mani- 
feſtation of divine Grace to the Underſtanding, where- 
by the intellectual Powers are enabled to truſt in the 
All-tufficiency, the Affections united to the Excel- 
leney, and the Will ſubjected to the Will of Chriſt; 
to as the Soul is vitally joined, and becomes one 
| | Spirit 
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Spirit with Jeſus: And whereby the Soul enjoys all 
iritual Bleſſings, participates of the Nature and 
— of Chriſt, Ly lives upon his God: And 
which being maintained by a conſtant Supply from 
the Fountain of Life, is inſeparable from it's divine 
Original, and conſequently muſt be the _ of God 
in his Children? 

If any one ſhall take the Liberty, either i in Deriſion 
or in Contention, to aſk, If I make Faith a Deity? 
« If I make it one of the divine Perſons in the Trä- 
< nity? If I make it a fourth Perſon in the Godhead? 
Sc.“ I am not writing: to-ſuch contentious Cavil- 
lers; but to Perſonsendued with ſpiritual Knowledge, 
who are enquiring after Truth in Love and Meeknels, 
and confequently are ready to recede from any Opi- 
nion received by Tradition, upon receiving clearer 
Light from divine Revelarion. And ſuch ſerious En- 
quirers will eaſily underſtand, that I am not x 
about to impoſe on them, by making Faith any Thin 
but what the holy Scripture makes it: They wi 
plainly ſee, that I have no Deſign to repreſent Faith 
as a proper Being, having a Subſiſtence in itſelf, or 
to be ſeparately conſidered ; that I neither conceive 
of it as a God, a Creature, or a Perſon, or as any 
Thing that can exiſt, either in God, or in any Crea- 
ture, conſidered in a {eparate or ſingle Capacity, or 
that can be enjoyed by one Being alone. Faith is 
never underſtood but in a relative Senſe, either the 
Relation itſelf, or the immediate Effect of the Rela- 
tion ſubſiſting between two Beings. So, Marriage 
cannot be enjoyed either by Man or Woman alone; 
Breath in an Animal cannot be without the Air in 
conjunction with the reſpirative Parts of the Body 
Nutrition in the Body cannot be without the | 
Supply taking Place in the Receptacles of Nature : 
Separate the Man from the Woman, the Air from 
the Lungs, the Food from the Stomach; and Mar- 
riage, Breath, and Nutrition have no Exiſtence, The- 


like 
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like is in all Relations; ſeparate the Relatives, and 


the Relation is not. Likewiſe Faith, in every Senſe 


wherein the Word is uſed, always ſuppoſes ſome 
Relation, Connexion, Dependance, Veracity, &c. 
between two Perſons, or of one Perſon in reſpect to 
another.— And where the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks of the 
Faith of the Operation of God, it is plain he intends 
that ſpiritual Union wherein God poſſeſſes the Soul, 

and the Soul enjoys it's God. Chriſt is compared 
to a Vine, or an Olive-tree, and his People to the 
Branches. The Branch being graffed into the Tree, 
and the Life of the Tree infuſed into the Branch; 

here is a living Union. The Nature, Virtue, and 
Richneſs of the Tree lives in the Branch, by perpe- 
tual Communication; and the Branch lives in the 
Tree by inſeparable Connexion and perpetual Nou- 
— The Life of the Tree is the Life of the 
Branch. Thus Chriſt dwells in the Heart by Faith; 

and the Life which the Soul lives, it lives by the 
Faith of the Son of God: I live Cbriſt liveth in 
me. I can no better expreſs my Sentiments of Faith 
than thus; It is The Love of God, the Grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
repleniſhing the Soul, and the Soul living in the 
Enjoyment thereof. 

Objettion. * The great Things aſcribed to Faith in 
the Word of God are not wrought by Faith as it 
< is an Act of ours, but as an Inſtrument whereb 
< the Work is performed, or as the Way and Man- 
© ner of the Operation.” 

Reply. The negative Part of the Objection I leave 
to thoſe Perſons who have learned to call Faith an 
AF of ours. And he that calls Faith an Inſtrument, 
it may be neceſſary for him to conſider (as I doubt 
whether he has done) what himſelf means by an In- 
ſtrument. Is it a created or an uncreated Inſtrument? 
No Work ever was performed by any Inſtrument 
unleſs the Inſtrument was equal to the Performance; 


for 
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for otherwiſe the Inſtrument is certain to fail. If the 
Things aſcribed to Faith are within the Power of a 
Creature, they may be performed by a created In- 
ſtrument ; but if they are beyond the Reach of cre- 
ated Power, then that which he calls an Inſtrument 
is the Power of Jchovah. And as to the Works be- 
ing aſcribed to Faith, to expreſs the Way or Manner 
of the Operation, it is a juſt Idea for the Grace of 
God in the Saints is called Faith wich Reſpect to the 
Form or Mode in which it becomes effectual. At 
the glorious Appearing of Chriſt, the Saints ſhall en- 
joy him more abundantly than now; but it ſhall 
no more be by Faith, but in open Viſion. As a 

Woman may enjoy a Man in his Kindneſs, Love, 
and Favour; and this is called Friendſhip : But by 
and by ſhe enjoys the ſame Perſon in a different 
Way, in a much more near and full Manner; and it is 
called Matrimony. So is all our Enjoyment of God in 
Time and Eternity; now by Faith, then by Sight. 

Objection. The true precious F aith is trequently 
to be underſtood in a lower Senſe, and means no 
more than to receive the Goſpel of Chriſt with full 
4 Credence, to truſt in God with firm Confidence, to 
© wait for the fulfilling of his Promiſes with ſtedfaſt 
Hope, Sc.“ 

Reply. Theſe Things, with others that might be 
mentioned, are called Faith, becauſe they are Branches. 
of the living Root. And tho' the Eſſence of Faith 
cannot be expreſſed in the moſt extenſive Light by 
one of it's Branches; yet while that Branch is of 
ſuch a Nature as cannot proceed from any Thin 
ſhort of a divine Original, it fully manifeſteth the 
Nature and Eſſence of Faith to be divine. Whoſo- 
ever receiveth the Goſpel in Truth, receiveth Chriſt 
in the Goſpel. Whoſoever truſteth in God with his 
whole Heart, enjoys the ſuſtaining Power of God in 
him. Whoſoever waiteth in Stedtaſtneſs of Hope, 1 18 
bleſſed with the Holy Spirit. So that if Faith was 
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any Thing inferior to what I have called it, the Pro- 
ductions would be impoſſible. It is common to ſay 
7 touch a Man, when I only touch one Finger; I plack 
Fynit from a Tree, when it is only from one Bough ; 
T7 bathe in tht Sea, when it is only in a ſmall Creek: 
But will this ftand for Proof, That the Man is no 
triore than one Finger, the Tree one Bough, and the 
Ocean one Creek? Neither does the calling of any 
Tpiritual Fruits, or Operations of Grace, by the ge- 
neral Name Faith, in the leaſt depreciate the heavenly 


—_ | 

_ Objeftion. There is no Weakneſs in God, but we 
read of wy weak, and ſtrong in Faith. 

* Reply. When the Rays of the Sun have an oblique 
Reflection, and the Earth is loaded with cold Damps, 
we often hear Complaints that the Sun is weak, ſhines 
very faint, has but little Power, &c. but we do not 


hence conclude that the heavenly Luminary is de- 


rived of his Influence, or deny that it 1s the real 
n that fhines. So we read of the Weakneſs of God, 


but we do not thereby underſtand that God himſelf 


is weak; but we learn that his Power and Grace 
may be manifeſt in a higher or lower Degree. And 
according to the Degree that Chrift is pleaſed to 
diſpenſe of his Fulneſs, the Soul is weak or ftrong in 
Faith; as it is written, The Lord will give Grace, 
And again, He groeth more Grace. And hence it is 
faid, Your Faith groweth exceedingly; which is accord- 
ing to the Words of the Lord Jefus, I am come that 
they might have Life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly. 

Obectien. Faith may fail. For Jefus ſaid to Peter, 
2 have prayed for thee, that thy Faith fail not. 

Reply. God often failed his People Mael, at leaft 
for a Time, when they expected his Preſence to de- 
liver them in Trouble, and he ſays to them, Go and 
cry unto the Gods which ye have choſen. —Let thyCompa- 
mes deliver thee. But this is not an Argument * 

is 
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his being the true God. Mariners frequently find 
the Waters fail; and they are often ſtranded, or de- 
tained for Want of Water; yet this is no Argu- 
ment againſt the unfathomable Depth of the Sea, or 
a Proof that thoſe ſhoal Waters do not belong to 
the Ocean. So, in ſome Circumſtances, Faith may 
be ſaid to fail, when the Children of God imagine 
themſelves more ſtrong in Faith than what they 
_—_ when they come to the Trial; as Peter, when 

e attempted to walk upon the Sea: And all the 
Diſciples when they joined with him in ſaying to the 
Lord, Though I die with thee, yet will I not deny thee ; 
which required a higher Degree of Faith than they 
had yet received. So when a Boy attempts to vie 


with a Man in ſome Work, his Strength is ſaid to 


fail; not becauſe there is any Decay in his Strength, 
but becauſe it is not equal to his preſent Undertaking, 
This is often the Cate with young Chriſtians ; and 
they often need the Reproof, O ye of little Faith, both 
to convince them of their Miſtakes, in not diſtin» 
guiſhing between the Strength of natural Affections, 
and the Strength of Faith; and alſo for the Want 
of Attention and diligent Application, in order to be 
better prepared for ſuch Events as may happen. 
But there is no Proof in the Scripture that the Life 
of Faith may fail : What Chriſt ſaid to Peter proves 
the Reverſe: His praying for him made it impofſi- 
ble, becauſe the Father always hears him. And hence 
we have a ſolid Foundation to pray always to God, 
to fulfil all the good Pleaſure of his Goodneſs, and the 
Work of Faith with Power. 

Objefion. * Bur Faith is frequently expreſſed ag 
© the Work of the Believer: Taking the Shield of Faith, 
Putting on the Rreaſt-plate of Faith and Love, 
s —Striving together for the Faith of the Goſpel. —Hold- 
ing Faith and @ good Conſcience. Fight the 
+ Fight of Faich.-I have kept the Faith, Sc. 
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Reply. Expreſſions of this Kind do not prove, that 
Faith is of any lower Extraction than ſovereign 
Grace. The Shield of Faith is the chief of the Ar- 
mour of God, or above all: Therefore it is God 
himſelf, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is in Scrip- 
ture ſo otten called a Shield. And the Saints ex- 
rience him to be the Shield of Faith, inaſmuch as 
it is thro' Faith that they behold and enjoy him as 
their Strength and Tower of Defence; his boundleſs 
Grace, Almighty Power, unchanging Love, and 
faithful Promiſes, are their Help and their Sheild 
againſt all the fiery Temptations of Satan. And to 
take the Shield of Faith, is the {ſame with /ooking unto 
Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith: To run 
to his Name as to a ſtrong Tower for Safety under 
all Trials; to fly to him tor Refuge in all Dangers ; 
to wreſtle with him by Prayer and Supplication ; to 
meditate on his Attributes, his Grace, his Covenant, 
his Works, Sc. Thus taking hold of his Strength 
to fortify our Minds againſt all the Power of the 
Enemy. To put on the Breaſt-plate of Faith and 
Love is the ſame. as to put on the Lord Feſus Chriſt. — 
Put on the Armour of Light.—Put on the whole Ar- 
mour of God. Practically. to apply our Minds to Je- 
ſus Chriſt in a vigorous cloſe Attention, that we 
may obtain a more intimate Acquaintance with him, 


and may be made more conformable to him; to ſtand 


firm in the Profeſſion of Faith in Chriſt Jeſus; to 
walk ſteady in Love to all our Chriſtian Brethren 
and to perſevere in all Holineſs of Converſation. —To 
ſtrive together for the Faith of the Goſpel is to be 
per fetily joined together in the ſame Mind, and in the 
ſame Judgment, and to keep the Unity of the Spirit; 
with one Conſent preſſing forward atter further At- 
tainments in the Knowledge of Chriſt, and Stability 
tberein; and to maintain the Purity of the Goſpel in 
Doctrine, Order, Worſhip, and Holineſs of Conver- 
ſation.—To hold the Faith, to keep the Faith, to 


fight the good Fight of Faith, &c. is to earneſtly con- 


tend 
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tend for the Faith, or to ſtand up boldly for the Truth 
of the Goſpel; to withſtand the Adverſaries of our 
precious Faith, and practically to manifeſt the Inte- 
grity of our Hearts in a diligent Walking with God. 
But theſe Things do not prove Faith to be the Work 
of a Believer, any more than my natural Vigour and 
Activity proves my natural Lite to be my own Work, 
Is it not common, upon ſome Occaſions, to excite 
Perſons in Expreſſions to this Effect, Be wiſe; be 
ſtrong; be alive, &c ? But does this imply that Wiſ- 
dom, Power, and Life are their Works? No: It in- 
tends no more than to manifeſt, in a proper Manner, 
what Bleſſings God has indued them with. So theſe 
Admonitions are only ſome Branches of the great 
Commandment; That we ſhould believe on the Name 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and love one another, as he gave 
us Commandment. Of which I have treated more 


large, ſhewing the Nature of thoſe Acts of Faith, 


and that practical Believing, which are the Duty of 
the Saints, in The Faith of God's Ele. | 
Ohbyeftion. © But allowing that Faith is not the 
Work of the Believer, but the Work of God; yet 


as it is a Work, it cannot be God dwelling in the 


Heart.“ 


Reply. It is known to all, that an Action and a 
Subſtance are quite diſtinct, and cannot be the ſame. 
But this is no Proof that Faith cannot be of the 
Operation of God in communicating, and yet be the 
very Life, Love, Light, Power, Grace, and Fulneſs 
of God in the Soul: Faith is the Gift of God. It is 
an Action to give; but the Thing given is a Sub- 
{tance. Faith is the Work of Chriſt : Jeſus the Author 
and Finiſher. To begin and finiſh are Acts perform- 
ed; but the Thing ſo begun and finiſhed, is the 
Subſtance of Things not ſeen. Faith is the Work of the 
Spirit; for it cannot be ſeparate from Love, and 
The Love of God is ſhed abroad in our Hearts, by the 
Holy Ghoſt. Yet this Love is a real Subſtance, in- 


herited 
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herited by the Soul. So God ſays, I will betroth thee 
unto me for ever. To betroth is an Act; but he to 
whom the Saints are betrothed, is the God of all 
Grace. Thus, to call Faith the Work of God (in 
fome Senſe) is a Truth; but it is not a full Repre- 
ſentation of the Thing. To give Faith is God's Act; 
but the Eſſence of Faith is his Nature, his Grace, 
his Love, his Fulneſs; proceeding from himſelf in 
a vital Stream, and maintaining ſpiritual Life in the 
Soul by perpetual Influx. Therefore, that which is 
the Life of the Saints, is not a Principle created m 
them, and ſubſiſting in a ſeparate Capacity, as a 
Candle lighted in a Houſe; but it is God living in 
the Soul, by conſtant Beams of divine Light trom 
his own Boſom; as the Rays of the Sun illuminate 
a Houle, inſeparable from the Original from whence 
they proceed. Thus, the ſpiritual Life, or Life of 
Faith in the Saints, being inſeparable from the Foun- 
tain, is in it's Nature, Altogether perfect, infinite, 
© eternal, unchangeable, heavenly, and divine.“ | 

Objeftion. © Faith, and the divine Bleſſings received 
© by Faith, are not to be confounded : Faith is the 
© Receiver, and the Grace of God is the Thing re- 
© ceived? | 

Reply. I know of no Receiver but the Soul; nor 
of any Thing to be received but the Fulneſs of God, 
which alternately is called Love, Life, Grace, &c. 
and which, however diverſified in its Operations and 
Effects, originally is the ſame Thing: God dwelletb 
in him, and be in Gad. Concerning the Receiver, 
Jeſus faith of his Diſciples, H E thet receiveth me, 
receiveth bim that ſent me. And to his Diſciples, Re- 
cerve YE the Holy Ghoſt. And concerning the Thing re- 
ceived, he ſaith to his Father, That the LOVE wherewsth 
thou baſt loved me, may be in them, and I in them. And 
of the Holy Ghoſt, HE dwelleth with you and fhall be 
in you. And there is no Inconſiſtency in aſcribing 
this Grace to the Three that bear Kerard in Heaven; 
| or 
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or alternately to the Father, to the Son, and to the 


Holy Ghoſt ; for tbeſe three are one. All Grace is 
FROM the Love of the Father, IN the Fulneſs of 
of Chriſt, B the Power of the Holy Ghoſt: 4 
Things that the Father bath, are mine: therefore ſaid I, 


that he ſhall take of mine and ſpall ſhew it unto you. Nor 


is there any Inconſiſtency in it's being called alter- 
nately God, as it is himſelf revealed in the Soul; The 
Love of God, as it is a Flow of Love from his 

filling the Soul with Love; Grace, as it is Goodneſs 
freely communicated, filling the Heart with Grati- 
tude ; Light, as it illuminates the Mind with ſpiritu- 
al Wiſdom ; Power, as it overcomes all Oppoſition, 
and ſweetly melts down all the Powers of the Soul 
into humble Submiſſion ; Life, as the Soul is ſpiri- 
tually made alive, and lives thereby ; Holineſs, as it 
is ſuch a glorious Diſplay of the Holineſs of God, as 
to change the intellectual Faculties into the ſame 
Image; and Faith, as it is received upon the- infal- 
lible Teſtimony of his faithful Word, and the Heart 
is enabled to truſt him with unſhaken Cenfidence, 
whereby the Soul is united into one Spirit with Chriſt: 
In which union of Spirit the Soul enjoys Communi- 
on with the Son, and the Father. But to oblige the 
Objector, I will ſuppoſe this Receiver, which he 
ipeaks of; and hope he will not be offended if I aſk 
him, What this Receiver is? Is it an active, or a 
paſſive Receiver? Is it ſome Thing human, or ſome 
Thing divine, tome Thing neuter, or ſome Thing he- 
terogeneal ? If it be human, is it a Principle or an 
Action? If it be divine, is it a Gift or an Operation? 
If it be a different Eſſence, what is it's Nature? And 


is it in the Soul, prior to the Grace received, or does 


it come along with the Grace? I have ſo often heard 
of this Receiver (as ſomething diſtinct from the Soul, 

and from the Grace of God) and have made ſo many 
Enquiries concerning it, and to ſo little Purpoſe, 
char unleſs I can get a more intelligible Information 


than 
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than ] could ever yet obtain, I ſhall conclude, it is 
an Ignis Fatuus, ingehdered in the Wind. 

Objection. Faith is produced by the Word of 
© God: Faith cometh by Hearing, and Hearing by the 
* Word of God. And as no Production can pofli- 
© bly be of a higher Nature than it's Original, there- 
© fore Faith cannot be the Fulneſs of God, becauſe 
that Word by which it comes is not God.” | 

Reply. The firſt Part of the Objection I fully ap- 
ef For all divine Faith is by the Word of God. 


eſus ſaith, The Seed is the Word of God. And pray- 


ing for his Diſciples, he adds, For them alſo which 


ſhall believe on me through their Word. And again he 


faith, He that heareth my Word, and believeth on him 
that ſent me, hath everlaſting Life. And foraſmuch as 
all Grace is contained in the Word, and all Faith 
comes thereby; the Goſpel of Chriſt is called, The 
Faith.—T he Word of Faith, and The Hearing of Faith. 
Faith. is aſcribed to the Word of God, in it's firſt 
Commencement, called Regeneration, or being born 
again: Being born again—by the Word of God. And it 


is aſcribed to the ſame Word, in it's Increaſe and 


Duration: As new-born Babes defire the ſincere Milk of 
the Word, that ye may grow thereby.—Þy every Word 


' that proceedeth out of the Mouth of the LORD avth 


Man live. And likewiſe in it's Power and Stability: 
Ze are ſtrong, and the Word of God abideth in you. Nor 
doth the Scripture hold forth any heavenly Bleſſing 
or ſpiritual Grace whatſoever, of which it is poſſible 


for any Soul to partake while in this mortal State, 


any other Way than by the Word of God. I fay, 
the Scripture doth not hold forth any ſuch Thing; 
for I never pretend to rifle God's ſecret Cabinet : But 
I aver, If there be any ſpiritual Grace which it is 
poſſible for any Soul to partake of, any other Way 
than by the Word of God, it is a profound Secret to 
all living. For before the Writing of the Scriptures, 
when God revealed himſelf to the Prophets, it was 


by 
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by his Word: It is always ſaid, He /ſpake: And in 


what manner ſoever the Revelation was given, it is 
{till called, His Word. And to this Word the Effects are 
a cribed: Thy Word hath quickened me.—Ye are clean 
through the Word which I have ſpoken unto you. I com- 
mend you to God, and to the Mrd of his Grace, which 
is able to build you up, and to give you an Inheritance 
among all them which are ſandtiſied. And it is certain 
Faith cometh by hearing the Word : Hear, and your 
Soul ſhall live. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, 
believed. Unto you that hear ſball more be given. But 
hearing is not confined to the preaching of the Word 
in a publick Audience; for when the Word of God 
is attended to, and received into the Heart, it may 
be ſaid to be heard, whether it be by Preaching, 
Reading, Conference, Meditation, Recollection, or 
in what Way ſoever it comes to the Mind, For in 
whatever Method God has been pleaſed to reveal 
his Word, it is called by the general Name of Preach- 
ing: The Scripture —preached before the Goſpel unto 
Abraham. So in whatever Way the Word is brought 
to the Underſtanding, it is called by the general 
Name of Hearing.—Neither is this Hearing ex- 
tended to all that hear the Word of God in the out- 
ward Sound, or read it in the Letter; but to ſuch 
whoſe Ears and Hearts the Lord is pleaſed to open, 
and to cauſe his Word to enter and dwell there. And 
I am well aſſured no Fountain can produce a Stream 
of a Nature different to itſelf. Therefore, whatever 
the Word of God is, Faith is of the ſame Nature; for 
Faith is nothing elſe but the Word of God dwelling 
in the Heart, filling the intellectual Powers, incor- 
porating with the Faculties of the Soul. 

But to aſſert, That the Word of God is not God, is 
utterly falſe : In the Beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. But to this 
there is a common Reply, which having been received 
by Tradition, and by ** hearing, and often repeat- 


ing, 
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ing, is taken for granted by many, as if it were an 
inconteſtible Truth: It is this, The eſſential Word 
© of God, and the written Word of God; are two 
diſtinct Things. I confeſs, both this and many 
other undigeſted Expreſſions, by often hearing and 
reading from thoſe whom I eſteemed Perſons of ſu- 
perior Abilities, I have before now taken up and 
uſed without due Examination; which when I have 
come more deliberately to ſcan, I could not find any 
Foundation for them in the holy Oracles. Why do 
we not firſt enquire, whether the Holy Ghoſt has 
made any ſuch Diſtinctions? Is there any Word of 
God that is not eſſential? Every Word of God is pure. 

Why is Emmanuel called The Word of God? Is it not 
becauſe he alone reveals the Father's Will? And is 
It not that very Mind and Will of God revealed by 
Chriſt Jeſus, which is committed to us in the Goſpel] ? 
The Word of God itſelf, and the Form in which it 
is committed to us, (whether as it is written with 
Paper and Ink, or as it is preached by Miniſters) are 
9658 diſtinct Things. But the Mind and Will of God 
as it reſides in his Son, and the Mind and Will of 
God as it is ſpoken in the Scriptures by the Holy 
Ghoſt, is the ſelf-ſame Thing. Jeſus ſaid of the 
Words which he ſpake to his Diſciples, The Words 
that I ſpake unto you, they are Spirit, and they are Life. 
And the Diſciples acknowledged thoſe very Speeches 
to be The Werds of eternal "Life. Again he ſays, 
Heaven and Earth ſpall paſs away, but — Words ſhall 
not paſs away. And again, The Word which you HEAR, 

is not mine, but the Fathers which ſent me. Theſe are the 
Things ſpoken by his Lips, and they are nothing leſs 
than the Truth and Faithfulneſs of his Heart; or 
they are God himſelf, in the Manifeſtations of his 
Grace. The Goſpel of Chriſt is by the Holy Ghoſt 
called The Power of God unto Salvation. The Word of 
Life. The Word of his Grace. The Wiſdom of God. 

"Confequently, wherever this Word of God is 1 

ceive 
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ceived, God himſelf dwells. — Therefore to have Faith 
is to have the Truth and Power of the Word of 
God abiding in us: And to have'the Word of God 
in us, is to have the Riches of the Grace of God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as it is revealed in his 
Word, repleniſhing our Souls. | 

The Grace of God in himſelf, the Grace of God 
revealed in his Word, and the Grace of God maniteſt 
in his People, is the ſelf-ſame Thing under different 
Conſiderations. As the Sap and Lite of a Tree in the 
Root, in the Branch, in the Bloom, and in the Fruit, 
is the very ſame, only it ſubſiſts, operates, and ma- 
nifeſts itſelf in different Modes: So the ſame Grace 


which is in the Father ſhines forth in the Son by the 


Goſpel of the Grace of God, and by the Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt becomes efficacious in the Soul, 
whereby the Soul enjoys the heavenly Bleſſings, and 
brings torth Fruit unto God. 

But ſome Perſons are ſhy of acknowledgmg all 
ſpiritual Bleſſings to be received by the Word of 
God, leſt they ſhould detract trom the ſpecial Energy 
of the Holy Ghoſt : For they retain a Conception in 
their Minds, that the Word of God, and the Influence 
of his Holy Spirit are two Things; and ſo they are 
indeed, it we form ſuch low Conceptions of the ſacred 
Word as too many do. But if we conceive of it in 
the Light in which the Holy Ghoſt gives it, the more 


Honour we give to the Word of God, and the more 


we magnify the Grace of the Holy Ghoſt. For he 
is the Author of the Revelation: All Scripture is given 
by Inſpiration of God. It is the Mind of the Spirit, 
and all his divine Operations are wrought by the 
Word of his Grace: All his Will is laid open in his 
Word, and becomes Lite to our Souls by his ſpecial 
Influence: As it is obſerved of Lydia, Whoſe Heart 
the Lord opened, that ſhe aitended unto the T hings which 
were ſpoken of Paul. And of the Theſſalonians, Our 
Goſpel came not unto you in Word only, but alſo in * 
| 2 a 
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and in the Holy Ghoſt. It is according to the Expe- 
rience of all the Children of God, That every ſpi- 
ritual Bleſſing, Strength, Comfort, Joy, Peace, Hope, 
Sc. and every ſpiritual Impreſſion, as Humility, 
Reverence of God, Patience, Tenderneſs of Con- 
ſcience, &c. proceeds from the Power of the Word 
of God in their Hearts; nor are they ever produced 
any other Way. Yet it 1s the Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, making that Word efficacious. As the Fire 
upon the Altar burnt the Incenſe, but the Sweetneſs 
of the Incenſe cauſed the Perfume; the Seraph's 
Hand carried the live Coal from the Altar, but the 
Fire in the Coal touched the Prophet's Lips; Jebu's 
Strength drew the Bow, but it was the Arrow he ſhot 
that pierced Fehoram's Heart: So, all the Operations 
of Grace are from God the Father, in the Fulneſs 
of Chriſt, and by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt; 
but never take Place in any Soul but by the Word 
of the Goſpel. 

But though every regenerate Soul in the World 
might eaſily judge of theſe Things; and (could they 
diſentangle themſelves from all preconceived No- 
tions, and Ideas formed upon conjectural Specula- 
tion) clearly underſtand how every ſpiritual Bleſſing. 
or divine Impreſſion, that their Souls ever taſted or 
felt, was and is by the Word of God alone; yet I 
doubt not (were the Queſtion abruptly to be aſked) 
but that many gracious Souls would be at a Loſs to 


return an Anſwer, how their own Souls came to the 


Enjoyment of Life in Chriſt ; partly for want of 
having their Senſes duly exerciſed in ſpiritual Things, 
and partly through the undigeſted Inſtructions which 
they have unwarily taken up from others. For many 
Perſons make a kind of Separation between the Word 
of God and the Work of the Holy Spirit, whereby 
many of the weak Lambs of Chriſt are confounded, 
and their Minds wander in expectation of ſome oc- 
cult imaginary Operation, they know not what. — 
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I have converſed with many, who talk of ſomethi 
wrought in the Soul by the Spirit of God, without 
the Word: They call it by various Names; a Prin- 
_ of Faith, Spiritual Life, Regeneration, Cc. and 
often ſeem at a Loſs what Name to give it; and all 
the Arguments they uſe in favour of it are only 
conjectural: But the two main Points concerning it 
I could never learn, tho' I have often urged for 
them ; that is, ſome Account of it from the Scrip- 
ture: Or ſome Deſcription how it operates, what 
Effects it produces, or what the Soul experiences, 
taſtes, or feels from this ſeparate Operation, And 
until I can obtain a more intelligible Definition of it 
than I have ever been favoured with, I ſhall eſteem it 
a chimerical Fiftion. 

The Things of the Kingdom of God are My- 
ſteries, becauſe they are of ſuch a ſpiritual Nature 
as the carnal Man underſtandeth them not; and be- 
canſe they are ſo exceeding ſublime, that the greateſt 
Saint ſtands aſtoniſhed, and cries out, O the Depth ! 
What hath God wrought ! But the Myſtery is only in 
conſequence of the inconceivable Greatneſs, the in- 
acceſſable Height, the unfathomable Depth, and un- 
meaſurable Extent of the heavenly Excellencies. For 
there is nothing pertaining to the Kingdom of God 
of an occult, unintelligible, or enthuſiaſtical Nature. 
All thoſe Kind of Myſteries are diabolical Delufions : 
God is Light, and in him is no Darkneſs at all. There- 
fore whatſoever creeps into the Church of Chrilt, 
which cannot bear the Scrutiny of the quick and 
powerful Word, and according to that Word admit 
of a clear Demonſtration, is the Offſpring of Hell; 
the Serpent going upon his Belly. For the true Light 
hath ſaid, He that followeth me, ſhall not walk in Dark- 
xe/s. The ſpiritual Man does not feed his Imagina- 
tion with Phantaſms; and when he ſpeaks of the 
Work of Faith, or the Lite of Chriſt in his Soul, he 
forms no enthuſiaſtical Conceptions, nor endeavours 


to 
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to convey any chimerical Ideas to others : We ſpeak 
that we do — and teſtify that we have ſeen. 15 
Soul who is bleſſed with Faith does feel and enjoy 
the Word of God in his Heart; and in the Truth of 
that Word he enjoys the living God, and he can tell 
us how he enjoys him: For he feels the Word of 
God take Place in ſuch a Manner that he receives it 
as the very Infallibility of God; and he finds ſuch 
Love, Grace, and Salvation ſo gloriouſly and excel- 
lently diſplayed therein, that he approves, embraces, 
and delights in thoſe divine Truths, with all his 
intellectual Powers; and receives thoſe Things 
preached in that Word as the very Life and Satis- 
faction of his Soul; and his Heart is drunk up 
therein: This is to have the Word of God dwell in us. 
And in this Word is held forth the rich Grace of the 
Three-One, which he neceſſarily receives in receiving 
the Word; for he that receives the Word, muſt re- 
ceive the Truth contained therein: So that the Heart 
is filled with the enlarging, comforting, attract ing, 
and eſtabliſhing Views of the Love, Wiſdom, Power, 
and boundleſs Grace of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt; and is enabled to truſt in, to live upon, and 
rejoice in this Grace with all his Powers. Thus God 
dwells in him, and he dwells in God. The Love of 
God is ſhed abroad in his Heart; and all his mental 
Powers are taken up in, and devoted to God his 
Life, his Joy, his Hope, his All in All. Thus he 
can declare in an intelligent Manner, That Chriſt 
liveth in him, and that he lives by the Faith of the 
Son of God. 

This ſpiritual Life is infinitely ſuperior to that 
which Adam was poſſeſſed of before his Fall. This 
Grace of God in the Saints cannot be a Creature, —. 


This Faith is not an Act.— This heavenly Bleſſing 


cannot be a Duty. 


1. The Perfection of created Nature bears no 


Proportion to the Life of Grace. 


The 
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The former was a Perfection planted in the Man 


by Creation; the latter is eternal Life, proceeding 
from and maintained by the uncreated Perfection of 
Jeſus Chriſt. The former was created Holineſs, de- 
pendent on the Will of a Creature to preſerve or 
loſe; the latter is the Holineſs of Chriſt communi- 
cated thro” a living Union, and maintained by eter- 
nal Omnipotence. The former was ſuch a Dignity 
in Nature, whereby the Man was qualified for con- 
verſing with God as the Creator and Source of all 
natural Bleſſings; the latter is ſuch a Dignity in 
Grace whereby the Saint is qualified for converſing 
with God as the Fountain of Life in the Relation of 
a Father. The former was a Nature ſuited to the 
higheſt Entertainments of the earthly Paradiſe, and 
capable of taking Satisfaction therein; the latter. as 
a Nature capable of conceiving of the ſublime My- 
ſteries of God, and enjoying the unſpeakable Glories 
of the celeſtial Paradiſe. And this is what I in- 
tended, when, with Reference to the Words of Pau, 


J ſpake of the earthy Man, and the earthy Nature; 


though I never dreamed of the Mind of Man being 
made of Duſt; nor did I imagine the Apoſtle had 
any ſuch Intent: Neither do I conceive that Wiſdom 
is made of Clay; and yet it is ſaid, This Wiſdom de- 
ſcendeth not from above, but is earthly. Nor do I be- 
lieve the Lord Jeſus ſpent his Time in talking of 
Clay and Duſt; yet he ſaid to. Nicodemus, If haue 
told you earthly Things. In what J ſaid of Adam I kept 
to the Apoſtle's Phraſe in calling him the earthy 
Man, which neceſſarily ſuppoſes an earthy Nature. 
His Words are, The firſs Man is of the Earth, earthy. 
His Deſign was to ſhew the Diſparity between him 
and The Lord from Heaven, and my Delign in men- 
tioning it was the very ſame. | 
But the Word Earth, or earthy, may be underſtood 
in a contracted, or extenſive Light. Sometimes it 
is oppoſed to the ſame Things which under _ 
On- 
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Conſiderations are included in it; as to Stones and 
Minerals, to Vegetables, to Animals, to the Sea; or 
it is taken for one Element, excluſive of the reſt; or 
for the whole Globe, and all in it, in Oppoſition to the 
celeſtial Luminaries in the viſible Expanſe. And yet 
theſe taken all together are but earthy, or inferior 
Matter, compared with the more refined, ſpiritual, 
ineffable Glories of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and of 
God.—And ſo Adam's whole Perſon and Nature, 
with all contained therein, and pertaining thereto, 
was Earthy, compared with that Life of Grace and 

which the Saints receive in Chriſt; or that 
Nature which Man received in Creation, was in 
every Senſe and every Degree as far inferior to that 
{piritual Nature which the Saints receive in Union 
with Chriſt, as Earth is inferior to Heaven. 

I make no Doubt but that Adam had very enlarged 
and refined Ideas of the Beauties, Glories, and Per- 
fections of the viſible Creation, both above and 
below. For Nature muſt afford a very delightful 
Proſpect while ſhe ſtood in the Bloom of her Virgin 
Beauty, and her Excellency was diſplayed without a 
Vail upon her Face, or a Bluſh upon her Cheeks; 
which, thro' the Entrance of Sin, is now cover'd 
with Shame, and hidden under a Vail, ſo that ſcarce 
any of her original Features appear. And this 1s the 
Thing that finds Employ for the natural Philoſophers 
unto this Day: To lift up, here and there, a Corner 
of the Vail, or draw an Edge of the Curtain, that 
by a ſcanty Peep thro* the Covering they may have 
a ſmall Glimpſe of the original Beauties of Nature. 
And in his Contemplations on theſe Things, I doubt 
not but that he had very exalted Conceptions of the 
Author of them, and muſt clearly conceive of the In- 
viſibility of the Moſt High, even his eternal Power and 
Godhead, And in this Station, he was endued with a 
Capacity to enjoy and glorify God, being under no 
Neceſſity to fin, but by keeping the holy _ 1 
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God, might have preſerved the Holineſs of his Na- 
ture, and the Felicity of his Situation for ever. But 
the Height of this Perfection was natural, to know 
and enjoy God as the God of Nature; for he had no 
higher Revelation, or Means of any higher Diſcovery 
of God, therefore it is certain his Nature was not 
adapted to any higher Communion with God. For 
to have had a Nature capable of more exalted En- 
joyments than what were granted to it, would have 
been an Imperfection: Therefore, compared with 
thoſe ſublime Manifeſtations of God, that Union 
with Chriſt, and that divine Nature whereof the Saints 
are Partakers; Adam's whole Perſon, Nature, and all 
pertaining, to him was Earthy. 

I am not in the leaſt convinced, that I miſtook the 
Meaning of the Apoſtle, in the Place referred to; or 
that I miſapplied the Text: I know his Scope was 
to prove, That there is a natural and a ſpiritual Body; 
and from the Difference between Adam and Chriſt, 
and the different Natures of the two Perſons, he 
proves the Difference of the two Bodies. My Scope 
was to prove, That there is a natural, and a ſpiritual 
Holinets, or Conformity to God; and I brought the 
ſame Argument to ſupport my Poſition as the Apoſtle 
did to ſupport his; and if the Argument will hold 
good in the one, it cannot fail in the other: And ſo 
it is written, The firſls Man Adam was made a living 
Soul, the laſt Adam was made a quickning Spirit. It 
was not. Auwam's Body, excluſive of the vivifying 
Principle, that was called à living Soul, nor is it 
Chriſt's Body, excluſive of the divine Eſſence, that is 
called a quickning Spirit, The Apoſtle did not rea- 
lon from the Corporeality, or Incarporeality of the 
Things, but from their being natural, or ſpiritual , 
that as the Perſons and their Natures were, ſo muſt 
their Bodies be. It was the two Perſons, Adam in 
the Perfection of his Nature, and Jeſus Chriſt in the 
Perfection of his Nature, concerning whom the 
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Words were ſpoken : The firſt Man is of the Earth, 
earthy ; the ſecond Man is the Lord from Heaven. So 
leave my Brethren to judge of the Miſtake. 

2. The Grace of God in the Hearts of the Saints 
cannot poſſibly be a Creature. 

That which is God cannot be a Creature; but that 
which is in the Saints is God: For it 1s.—the Spirit of 
your Father which ſpeaketh in you. I in them, and thou 
in ne. That which hath it's Origin in God, proceeds 
immediately from himſelf, and hath no Exiſtence ſe- 
parate from the Fountain of Life, cannot be a Crea- 
ture; but ſpiritual Life in the Saints is inſeparable 
from the Lord himſelf: The Lord is that Spirit. The 
Soul lives thro' Union with Chrift: Becauſe I live, 
ye ſhall live alſo. No Creature can be eternal Life; 
but the Grace of God in the Saints is eternal Life: 
The Water that I fhall give him, ſhall: be in him a Well 
of Water ſpringing up into everlaſting Life. —This is 
Life eternal, that they might know thee the only true 
God, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent, The Grace 
of God, the ſpiritual Life, or Life of Faith, is not a 
Root growing in the Saints, or a Plant planted in 
them; the Children of God are Plants, whom God the 
Father hath planted in Chriſt the true Vine; and in 
conſequence of this Plantation, there is a living Union 
between the Root and theBranches,and in conſequence 
of this Union, every Branch receives of the Fatneſs 
of the Root: Of his Fulneſs have wwe all received, and 
Grace for Grace. And hence the Perſon is called a 
new Creature, from the new Kingdom into which he 
is tranſlated, the new State in which he now ſtands, 
and the new Life which he now lives in Chriſt. And 
that it is the Saints that bear the Character of New 
Creatures, the Scripture Phraſes are exceeding full 
and clear. | | 

Fan Man be in Chrift, he is a new Creature.-— ' 
Lor we are his Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Feſus unto 
good Mors. As many as received him, to them gave be 
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Power to become the Sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his Name: Which were born, not of Blood, nor 
of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but of 
God. Except a MAN be born again, he cannot ſee the 
Kingdom of God. Except a Man be born of Water, and 
of the Spirit, be cannot enter into the Kingdom of God.— 
Marvel not that I ſaid unto thee, YE muſt be born again. 
Co is every one that is born of the Spirit. Of his own 
Will begat he US with the Word of Truth.— Aud you hath 
he quickened, who were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. 
Even when we were dead in Sins bath quickened us to- 
gether with Cbriſt.— Tbe God, and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt —hath begotten us again unto a lively Hope. 
A boſoever is born of God, doth not commit Sin; for his 
Seed remaineth in him, and be cannot fin, becauſe HE is 
horn of God. boſocver believeth that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt, is born of God. | | 

Thus it plainly appears that the Holy Ghoſt in- 
tends us to underſtand, That it is the Saints them- 
ſelves, and not ſomething in them, that is born again, 
or is a new Creature. And tho' there are ſome Texts 
of Scripture which may admit of ſome Criticiſm, 
there are none that plainly expreſs any. Thing to be 
intended but the Children of God, whom he hath 
tranſlated into the Kingdom of his dear Son. But it may 
be ſaid, * Are there not new Diſpoſitions, ſpiritual 
© Inclinations, and virtuous Habits produced in the 
Soul by the Grace of God?” I anſwer, Yes: And 
thoſe Diſpoſitions being the immediate Productions 
of the Grace of God, may under ſome Conſidera- 
tions, or in a remote Senſe, be called the Grace of 
God: But they are not the Thing under Conſidera- 
tion; which is the immediate Grace of God, the 
ſpiritual Life, or Life of Faith, of which thoſe gra- 


cious Diſpoſitions are only Fruits or Effects. Com- 
munications of Grace from God, and the Effects 
thereof in the Soul, are quite diſtin : The former 
give Life to the Soul, the latter are Fruits produced 
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therein : As the Bleſſings of the Sun, the Air, and 
the Dew, which enrich the Earth, are quite diſtinct 
from the Herbs and Fruits which are produced in 
the Earth under their ſalutary Influence. 

Where ſpecial Grace, or the Life of Faith is, 
there certainly will be ſpiritual Fruits produced. 
That Soul will abound (at leaſt in ſome Degree) 


with Love, Humility, and Thankfulneſs: There. 


will be Hatred to, godly Sorrow for, and Repentance 
from Sin; there will be Deſires and Endeavours after 
Purity, in Heart and Life; there will be Delight in 
ſearching the Scriptures, and waiting upon -God ; 

there will be Tenderneſs of Conſcience, and Watch- 
fulneſs over the Converſation ; there will be Delight 
in doing, and Chearfulneſs in ſuffering the Will of 
God; there will be a fixed Propenſity of Mind to 
the Enjoyment of God, being made conformable to 
Chrift, and bringing Glory to his Name. Theſe, 
and ſuch like Diſpoſitions, are inherent in the Soul 
that is born of God : They are the inſeparable Con- 
comitants of a lively Faith; and as they properly 
are the Fruits of the Spirit, perhaps they may with 
ſome Propriety be called, Faculties of the New Crea- 
ture. It may be urged, © That whatever is a Pro- 
« duction from God, is a Creature; and therefore, 
* theſe Principles or Qualities being a new Pro- 
© duction in the Soul, are new Creatures.“ But this 
would be meer Quibling : For ſo we might call 
every Hair upon a Man's Head, a Creature. It is 


not the Habits of the Mind, to which the Holy 


Ghoſt gives the Denomination of New Creatures; 
but to the Perſons who are made new in Chriſt, and 
in whom the new Life produces new Habits. And 
- ſpiritual Mind mult very clearly and experimentally 
underſtand the Difference between the Grace of God 

in a primary and a ſecondary Senſe. The former is 
the Love, Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, 
' Righteouſneſs; Peace, and Salvation of God, as it 
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is revealed in the Goſpel of Chriſt, and applied to 
their Souls by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
by Faith dwells in them, and they live thereby : Ir 
is their Life. The latter is only the Fruit ſpringing 
therefrom. And they feel and know how the one 
flows into them, and the other grows up in them. 

But ſome plead againſt the Operations of Grace 
being underſtood, and urge the Words of Chriſt; 
The Wind bloweth where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the 
Sound thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: ſo is every one that is born of the 
Spirit, But this does not intend an Operation of 
Darkneſs in the Soul; but a ſpiritual Work which 
the carnal Man underſtandeth not. It is ſpoken of 
the Perſon that is born of the Spirit, and how it 
appears to others. For to be born is to be brought 
forth; and he that is brought forth in the Spirit of 
Light, cannot abide in Darkneſs. Again, Chriſt 
compares the Kingdom of God, As if a Man ſhould 
caſt Seed into the Ground and the Seed ſhould ſpring and 
grow up, he knoweth not how. The Huſbandman 
knows not all the Secrets in Nature; to fix the firſt 
Period, when the Seed receives vegetative Motion, 
and when it arrives to ſuch a Degree ; or how the 
ſecret Operation is performed ; but he knows whar 
Seed is caſt in, and whereby it receives Nouriſhment, 
and what it is that ſprings up. So, to the Believer 
there are deep Myſteries in all the Works of Grace; 
bur he certainly knows what Enjoyments he is bleſſed 
with : For nothing can be wrought upon, or com- 
municated to 'the Soul, but what is accommodated 
to the Underſtanding. ' The Soul is the Mind, and 
(be it in Nature or in Grace) nothing can affect it 
unleſs it reach the Underſtanding. An imperceptible 
Operation in the Soul, is fuch an Ignis Fatuus, as the 
Word of God is a Stranger to: We have received 9 
the Spirit which is of God; that we might know the i 
Things that are freely given to us of Cod. But we all 
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with open Face, bebolding as in a Glaſs the Glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the ſame Image, from Glory to 
Glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

The boundleſs Grace of God, the unſearchable 
Riches of Chriſt, the Fulneſs of divine Bleſſings, 
which is God himſelf, is revealed with ſuch clear 
Demonſtration, and efficacious Power, that the men- 
tal Powers are filled therewith, united thereto, and 
ſatisfied therein; the Soul embraces it with ſuch firm 
Belief that it becomes his Life; he enjoys it as his 
own Property, in inſeparable Connexion with his 
Soul; and thus he feeds upon the Subſtance of Things 
not ſeen : This is F aith, or ſpiritual Union with Chriſt. 
By Union with Chriſt, the Soul is conſtituted a new 
Creature : The new Creature bringeth forth ſpiritual 
Fruit, (not as his Act, but as the Production of the 
new Nature, or Life of Chriſt in him; for Fruit is not 
Action, but Nature:) The Fruit of the Spirit which 
grows within, is inſeparable from an active Mind; or 
I think it may be ſaid to produce ſpiritual Motion of 
the Mind : The ſpiritual Activity of the Mind will 
manifeſt itſelf actively, in Holineſs of Converſation : 
And to walk in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs, 
is the ſame Thing as to put on the new Man; that is to 
walk, act, and behave becoming our Profeſſion: For 
it cannot intend, to take, and put upon ourſelves 
{ome other Perſon or Creature. But as in common 
Speech, when a Man behaves according to his Dig- 
nity, he is {aid to - it on; as, he puts on the Gen- 
tleman, puts on the Magiſtrate, puts on the Soldier, 
Sc. So the Believer puts on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
puts on the new Man, puts on, as the Elect of God, 
Sc. Thus, Old Things are paſt away, behold all Things 
are become new. Not that all the old Diſpoſitions of 
the Mind, and Corruptions of Nature have ſubſided; 
for they {till maintain a Warfare in the Soul: But 
they are paſſed away from holding the Reins of Go- 
vernment. And concerning the fixed State of 0 
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Soul, Righteouſneſs, Peace, Acceſs to God, Hope 
of eternal Life, Sc. all Things are become new. 
3. The Faith of God's Elect is not the Act of a 
Creature. | 
I do not ſay, that what- many call Faith is not 
their own Act: For I fear, that with many the 
Faith which they pretend to is nothing elſe but an 
Act of their own. Therefore, if a Perſon ſhould 
tell me that his Faith is his own Act, I would not 
diſpute it with him; I ſhould. rather take it for 
granted, that the Thing is really ſo; for himſelf is 
the moſt competent Judge what Faith he is poſſeſſed 
of, and whether it is any Thing more than his own 
Act, or not. But if he ſhould pretend, that this 
Act of his is the ſame Thing which the Holy Ghoſt 
calls, The Faith of God's Ele, I ſhould therein ſee 
his Miſtake ; for this would plainly diſcover, that 
(either for want of Conſideration, or want of Judg- 


ment) he does not accommodate his Words to his 


Ideas; or elſe, that he is an intire Stranger to the 
Thiag he talks of. 


The Queſtion is aſked, * What can Faith be?“ 


I anſwer, It is not the Matter of our Juſtification 
before God, for that is the Blood of Jeſus; it is not 
the Matter of our Acceptance with the Father, for 
that is the Lovelineſs which God beholds in his own 
Son; it is not the open Viſion of his eternal Glory, 
for that is reſerved to the ſecond Coming of Chriſt, 
when we ſhall be like him, and ſhall ſee him as he is; 
but ir is the Glory of the Grace of God ſhining in our 
 Hlearts, to give the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory 
of God, in the Face of Feſus Chriſt ; whereby all the 
heavenly Bleſſings relating to Time and Eternity 
are realized to us. And this Faith does nor proceed 
from the new Man, or from the new Heart: It pro- 
ceeds alone from God; and thereby the Perſon be- 
comes a new Man, and receives a new Heart. And it 
s impoſſible for a created Being to act this Faith: 


Yet 
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Yet I do not confound aZuating and adling Faith. I 
ſay, it is the Believer that a#eth in the Things of 
God; but every ſpiritual Act which he performs, is 
in conſequence of his Soul being a#Zuated from the 
vital Spring, or the Life of Faith. It is the Saint 
that believes, thinks holily, and wills ſpiritually ; yet 
thele Actings of the Mind are not the living Faith, 
but the Productions of it; at leaſt, whatſoever is 
holy in theſe Thoughts and Volitions, is thro' Faith; 
tor by Faith the Soul is bleſſed with Love, ſuſtained 
with Power, and endued with Holineſs of Mind. 
And, it by afing Faith no more is intended than the 
Actings of the Mind, under it's ſpecial Influence, the 


Thing is eaſy to underſtand ; only the Word is not 


well digeſted, but has a Tendency to convey a wrong 
Idea to Perſons who want Experience or diſtinguiſh- 
ing Judgment. | | | F 

1 did call Faith an ave Principle, and yet I deny 
it to be inherent in the Saints, any otherwiſe than by 
perpetual Communication from Chriſt: As the Life 
in my Fingers makes them active, yet it does not 


ſubſiſt in them any otherwiſe than as there is a Union 


and a perpetual Communication between them and 
the vital Parts. And in this I did not leave my 
Meaning obſcure: But if my Rectifier has found any 


Impropriety in my Expreſſions, he is at Liberty to 


divert himſelf with it; I ſhall not contend about 
Words. But he needs not think himſelf under a 
Tempration, in imagining that I conceive the Life 
of Faith is not radically in us, but in the eternal 
Fountain; for however ſtrange it be, it is what 1 


hope to abide by, unleſs I meet with more convince- 


ing Arguments to the contrary. But ſome Perlons 
ſay, Between afing Faith, and being actuated by 
Faith, the Diſtinction is too metaphylical to be 
* underſtood.* I would aſk them, Do you under- 
ſtand whether Water in boyling acts the Fire, or the 
Fire actuates the Water? Does your Body act your 
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Mind, or your Mind actuate your Body? Do the 
Clouds act the Wind, or the Wind actuate the 
Clouds? Does the viſible Creation act the Power of 
God, or does the Power of God actuate the Cre- 
ation? My Meaning 1s this, The Soul by Nature 
was dead in Sin, and all the ſpiritual Activity that 
it enjoys, is through the vivifyin Influence of the 
Spirit of Jeſus, who is the Lite of his Children, and 
they live by the Faith of him: Whatever is pro- 
duced or performed by Faith, is done by Jehovah 
himſelf; for leparate from him Faith has no Ex- 
iſtence. 

Becauſe I declare that I have no Knowledge how to 
go about to act Faith, it is aſked, Does he know how 
to go about to think, or will! ?” 1 reply I do: Tho? 
many Times, How 10 perform that Thought or Voli- 
tion, in ſuch a Manner as my Soul deſires, 1 find not. 
And I knew how to go about to think, and will, when 
I was a Stranger to the Faith of the Operation of God, 
tho? I did not think holily, or will fpiritually, even 
when I imagined I did; and at that Time had I 
been told That Faith is Thought, I ſhould have re- 
ceived it; for in that Light I did receive it, and 
therefore I thought I acted Faith, when I was dead 
in Sin. — But now, that the Life which I have lived 
theſe thirty-ſeven Years, I have lived by the Faith of 
the Son of God; and have experienced the Life, 
Power, ſweet Influence, and ſtrong Conſolation there- 
of z ſuch an unſavory Deſcription of ſuch a heaven] 
Bleſſing, comes too late.—Being riſen with Chriſt, 
through the Faith of the Operation of God. —Juſti- 
fied by Faith. —Sanctified by Faith in Jeſus, —Bleſſed 
with full Aſſurance of Faith. — Having Boldneſs and 
Acceſs with Confidence by the Faith of Chriſt Jeſus. 
— Waiting for the Hope of Righteouſneſs by Faith, 
— And having had my Faith tried with fiery Trials; 
inſomuch that my Fleſh and Heart have failed, my 
Spirit and my Strength have failed, my Wiſdom and 
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Courage have failed, yea, and my Thoughts have 
failed me; yet, Faith hath never failed. And now 
to be told, That Faith is Thought! I confeſs it is un- 
accountable; eſpecially as coming from one from 
whom I ſhould have expected a more ſpiritual De- 
finition; and had I not been a little acquainted with 
ſtrange Things, I ſhould have thought it amazingly 
ſtrange ! 

4. The precious Faith of the Saints, is not of the 
Nature of a Duty. 

The Queſtion is not, Whether the Saints are under 
the ſtrongeſt of all Obligations to live unto God, to 
exerciſe themſelves in the Things of his Kingdom 
with all their Might, and to preſs after Holineſs in 
all the Faculties of Mind and Body with the utmoſt 
Diligence and Perſeverance ? For this is their indiſ- 
penſible Duty. Neither is this the Enquiry, Whether 
that which is called Faith, or Believing, in a practical 
Senſe, is the Duty of Chriſtians ? For that I diſcourſed 
on, and endeavoured to demonſtrate, in the Book 
wherein the Miſtakes are pointed out. So that the 
Queſtion has no Relation to the Strength of the Ob- 
ligations which Believers are under; or whether the 
are at Liberty to negle& Obedience to God's Com- 
mands, Improvement of his Bleſſings, Attention to 
his Inſtructions, Sc. or whether they may indulge 
themſelves in Sloth, and exerciſe their Minds in 
Carnality : Theſe Things are foreign to the Enquiry, 
—— But the Queſtion is this, Whether that Faith 
whereby Chriſt dwells in the Hearts of his Saints, be 
of the Nature of a Duty ? That is, Whether it be 
of a Nature ſo low as can poſſibly come within the 
Latitude of created Power and Action; or of a Na- 
ture ſo high as to be abſolutely above the Attempts 
of any Creature, and ſacred to God alone? 

The Anſwer plainly appears in the Oracles of God, 
which exclude the Creature therefrom, by aſcribing 

it alone to the incomprehenſible I AM, 
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Not of yourſelves : it is the Gift of God. —Jeſus the 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith. It is the Production 
of Omnipotence : And what is the exceeding Greatneſs 
of his Power to us-ward who believe, according to the 
working of his mighty Power. It begins and terminates 
in God: Who by him do believe in God that raiſed him 
up from the Dead, and gave him Glory, that your Faith 
and Hope might be in God. Therefore, Faith is as 
remote from the Nature of a Duty as Heaven is from 
Earth. The Diſtance between Faith and Duty far 
exceeds the Diſtance of the Poles. And it is no more 
poſſible that it ever ſhould be a Duty, than that it 
ſhould be a Man's Duty to create a World; or that 
it ſhould be his Duty to produce Men out of Stones. 
It is of a Nature ſo divine, that it is not poſſible for 
God himſelf to make it the Duty of any Creature, 
or put it in the Power of any Creature to perform. 
Nor is Faith a Principle which the Soul can act, or 
exerciſe, any more than it could produce it at firſt, 
It would be as good Senſe to talk of a Man acting 
the Light, and exerciſing the Heat of the Sun: Yet, 
to talk of a Man exerciſing himſelf, or exerciſing his 
Senſes and his Limbs, under thoſe benign Influences, 
is very conſiſtent. So, for a Child of God to exerciſe 
himſelf, or exerciſe his Faculties in ſpiritual Things, 
under the divine Communication; this 1s very intelli- 
gible, and properly comes under the Conſideration of a 
Duty.—It is not every Thing that is ſpoken with an 
active Sound, that is the Act of the Creature in a pro- 
r Senſe: To live and breathe are actively expreſſed, 
and ſo is believing; but to live and breathe are not 
in a proper Senſe the Acts of the Man; they are the 
Nature of the Man, when Life and Breath are given: 
And it is the Nature of the heaven-born Soul to live 
in Chriſt, and breathe in the Spirit; It is his Nature 
to cleave to God with Delight, as it is the Nature of 
the impregnated Needle to cleave to the Magnet: It 
is the Soul that believes, res thinks, deſires, delights, 
8 2 and 
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and enjoys, by Faith; and theſe may be called Acts 
of Faith, when they proceed therefrom, or are under 
the Influence thereof. And ſo far as we are capable 
of exerting ourſelves in theſe Acts, it is our Duty; 
and ſo far as we do exert ourſelves towards God, in 
Acts mental or corporeal, ſo far we perform our 
Duty: But this is not acting or performing Faith; 
it is performing our Duty in the Sight of God, as he 
is pleaſed to actuate our Minds by Faith. — Neither 
is Faith a Grace put into the Soul, which may lie 
latent, or dormant, until the Bleſſed Spirit actuates 
or ſtirs it up; for it is the Life and Power of the 
Spirit of Truth himſelf, which powerfully and gra- 
ciouſly actuates the Mind into ſpiritual Diſpoſitions 
and holy Actions, and to attend to thoſe Duties which 
God requires, with Delight, but is incapable of re- 
ceiving any Actuation. But if my Friend means no 
more, by the bleſſed Spirit ſtirring up the Grace of 
Faith, than to ſtir up che Soul into a lively active 
Dilpoſition, in waiting upon God, &c. under his 
gracious Influence, I acknowledge it a precious Truth; 
for I deſire not to contend about Words, but to un- 
derſtaud, and be underſtood. 

God forbid that I ſhould ever ſpeak diminutively 
of the inexpreſlible Obligations which the Saints are 
under to their heavenly Father, or countenance Diſ- 
regard to the Duties incumbent upon them: For 
whatever is practicable is an indiſpenſible Duty; and 
whatever relates to Faith, Believing, Love, or any 
ſpecial Grace, or heavenly Bleſſing, ſo far, and in 
whatever Senſe it is poſſible for a Creature to perform, 
or be active therein, I conſtantly maintain to be a 
Duty. But what J affirm is this; That whatſoever 
is abſolutely beyond the Line of created Beings, pe- 
culiar to God alone, and cannot poſſibly be touched 
by any Hand, but by Jehovah himſelf, depending 
alone on his ſovereign Will and almighty Power 
this, I ſay, never was required by any Law: It neither 
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is, nor ever was, or ever will be the Duty of any Man. 
And as the Faith whereby we enjoy eternal Life in 
Chriſt, is of ſo high and heavenly a Nature, I am 
not afraid to deny that it comes within the Com 

of a Duty. I alſo deny it to be a Work of Superero- 
gation; becauſe it is no Work of Man at all: And 
yet I am bold enough to affirm, that in fact it is 
ſomething, which Jeſus Chriſt in his Word has been 
pleaſed to teach me to call Faith: And that it is ſuch 
a Thing as never an Angel in Heaven, nor ever a 
Saint in Glory, dares preſume to call his Performance. 
SO I leave my Brethren to determine what it is, ac- 
cording as they read in the Word of God, and ex- 
perience in their own Hearts. 


— 4 — 


CHAP. II. 
Of the Preaching of the Goſpel. 


HE Work of the Miniſtry, appointed by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and given in Commiſſion to all his 
faithful Meſſengers, is to preach Glad Tidings ; freely 
to publiſh Grace, Peace, Salvation, and eternal Life 
alone through his Name; or to teſtify the Goſpel of 
the Grace of God, and no other Thing. 

1. The Commiſſion which the Lord of Glory re- 
ceived from his Father was to preach the Goſpel : 
The Father which ſent me, he gave me a Commanament, 
what I ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould ſpeak. And I 
know that his Commandment is Life everlaſting.— The 
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, becauſe the Lord bath 
anointed me to preach Good Tidings, Sc.—I will declare 
thy Name unto my Brethren. —1 have preached Righte- 
ouſneſs in the great Congregation. —T have declared thy 
Faithfulneſs and thy Salvation. Here we fee the Name, 
Righteouſneſs, and Faithfulneſs of God, and good 
Tidings 
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Tidings of everlaſting Life, are the Things which 
the Son of God was anointed and commiſſioned to 
preach; and in the Performance of this Work, his 
Glory appears: How beautiful upon the Mountains are 
the Feet of him that bringeth Good Tidings ! 

2. Jeſus gave the ſame Commiſſion to his Apoſtles: 
And as ye go, preach, ſaying, The Kingdom of Heaven is 
at Hand. —Go thou and preach the Kingdom of God.— 
Go ye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature. And that Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins 
ſhould be preached in his Name, among all Nations. — 
And ye ſball be Witneſſes unto me, both in Jeruſalem, and 
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the outermoſt 
Part of the Earth. In theſe Orders nothing appears 
but pure Goſpel; for that Repentance which ac- 
companies Remiſſion of Sins is an evangelical Bleſs- 
ing, a Gift of ſpecial Grace: Then hath God alſo to 
the Gentiles granted Repentance unto Life. To give Re- 
pentance to Iſrael, and Forgiveneſs of Sins, 

Again, the Commiſſion given in the Mountain of 
Galilee, where Jeſus met his Diſciples by ſpecial Ap- 
pointment, and where it is probable the five hundred 
Brethren were preſent, contains no Direction for 
preaching any Thing but the pure Goſpel: Go ye 
therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the 

Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve all Things, whatſoever 
F bave commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway 
even unto the End of the World. The Doctrine to be 
taught, muſt certainly be that into which the Con- 
verts were to be baptized, that is, the Name of the 
facred T hree, which is the very Quinteſſence of Goſ- 
pel Marrow: And the Things which afterwards 
muſt be taught them to obſerve, were ſuch as had 
had the Power of the Goſpel for their Foundation; 
being the Commandments of Chriſt to his Diſciples, 
and having the Promiſe of his Preſence to. encourage 
them therein; ſo that Grace is firſt and laſt. 
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3. The Apoſtles who received this Commiſſion 
from the Lips of the Prince of Light, underſtood it 
to intend the Goſpel only: The Miniſtry, which I have 
received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the 
Grace of God. Called to be an Apoſtle, ſeparated unto 
the Goſpel of God. For Chriſt ſent me not to baptize, 
but to preach the Goſpel. -To reveal his Son in me, that 
1 might preach him among the Heathen. bat I ſhould 
preach among the Gentiles the unſearchable Riches of 
Chriſt. | 

4. The Apoſtles ſtrictly attended to their Com- 
miſſion, making it their conſtant Practice to preach 
the Goſpel, and nothing elſe : Daily in the Temple, 
and in every Houſe, they ceaſed not to teach and preach 
Feſus Chriſt. Philip went down to the City of Samaria, 
and preached Chriſt unto them. Saul at Damaſcus, 
ſtraigbtway he preached Chriſt in the Synagogues, that 
he is the Son of God. Apollos in Achaia, Mightily con- 
vinced the Jews, and that publickly, fhewing by the 
Scriptures, That Jeſus was Chriſt. Paul at Rome, Ex- 
Pounded and teſtified the Kingdom of God, perſwading 
chem concerning Jeſus, both out of the Law of Moſes, 
and out of the Prophets, from Morning till Evening.— 
And, two whole Years in his own hired Houſe—preach- 
ing the Kingdom of God, and teſtifying thoſe Things 
which concern the Lord Feſus Chriſt. And he declares to 
the Corinthians (among whom he had reſided a Year 
and ſix Months,) I determined not to know any Thing 
among you, ſave Feſus Chriſt, and him crucified, — And to 
the Epeſians, among whom he had gone preaching the 
Kingdom of God for three Years, had kept back no- 
thing that was profitable, nor ſhunned to declare all 
the Counſel of God; all that he ſhewed and taught 
publickly, and from Houſe to Houle, and teſtified 
to Jews and Greeks, is ſummed up in this, Repentance 
toward God, and Faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which is nothing elſe but the Grace of God exhibited 
in the Goſpel. 
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5. It was the Goſpel of Chriſt alone which the 
Holy Ghoſt, was pleaſed to bleſs to the primitive 
Churches : While Peter yet ſpake theſe Words, the Holy 
Ghoſt fell on all them which heard the Word. ben 
they heard this they were pricked in their Heart. ben 
they believed Philip, preaching the T hings concerning the 
Kingdom of God, and the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, they 
were baptized both Men and Women. ben the Gentiles 
heard this, they were glad, and glorified the Word of the 
Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal Life, be- 
lieved. Paul at T beſſalonica, Opening and alledging, that 
Chriſt muſt needs have ſuffered, ana riſen again from the 
dead: and that this Feſus whom I preach unto you is Chriſt. 
Aud ſome of them believed, &c.—1n whom ye alſo truſted 
after that ye beard the Word of Truth, the Goſpel of 
your Salvation. Our Goſpel came not unto you in Word 
only, but alſo in Power, and in the Holy Ghoſd.— He 
called you by our Goſpel, to the obtaining of the Glory of 
eur Lord Feſus Chriſt, And the Apoſtle, ta convince 
the Galatians of this Truth, and of their Folly in 
being bewitched from it, thus interrogates them ; 


This only would I learn of you, Rec ved ye the Spirit by 


the Works of the Law, or by the bearing of Faith? 
Me do not find any Thing to be preached but the 


pure Goſpel of Grace, either in the Commiſſion which 


Chriſt received from his Father, or the Commiſſion 
which he gave to his Apoſtles; nor do we find that 


the Apoſtles underſtood any Thing elſe to be con- 


tained in their Commiſſion, or that they practiſed any 
other Thing in their Miniſtry ; neither do we find 
that ever the Holy Ghoſt bleſſed any other Doctrine 
to. the Calling of Sinners, or to the Edification of 
Saints. I do not ſay there is nothing to be men- 
tioned but Chrift, Grace, Goſpel, Lite, Peace, Sal- 
vation, Sc. for theſe would be a Set of unmeaning 
Words, if they were not illuſtrated by the other 
Things which are contained in the Scripture. But 
I ſay, As the Word of God is now digeſted into one 
| perfect 
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ou Syſtem, and every Part, whether it be Hi- 
ory, Law, Devotion, Prophecy, &c. is made ſub- 
ſervient to Chriſt, and his glorious Goſpel ; The Law 
was our School-Maſter, to bring us unto Chriſt : And 
conſidered in it's true Light and full Intent, the 
Scripture is a conſiſtent Chain of divine Truths, all 
conſpiring to magnify the Excellency of the Son of 
God, and the rich Grace given us in him; and con- 
ſequently thoſe ſacred Oracles, and all Things therein 
contained, under the Sanction of Goſpel Grace, unite 
in one entire Stream of evangelical Bleſſings, to preach 
the glad Tidings of Life and Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
Miniſters muſt needs repreſent the Holineſs, Juſtice, 
and Perfection of the Law, as a killing Letter to all 
that are under it, otherwiſe they cannot ſer forth the 
Perfection of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; they muſt 
adminiſter Ordinances. to Believers (which is only a 
different Mode of preaching Chriſt) for the enlarging. 
of their Souls, and drawing forth of their Minds in 
the Things of the Kingdom of God; they muſt 
teach them to obſerve all the Commandments of the 
Lord, to the glorifying of rich Grace, whereby the 
Righteouſneſs of the Law is fulfilled in them. Thus, 
the Fulneſs of Chriſt is the firſt and the laſt; the 
whole and alone Deſign of every Thing contained in 
the miniſterial Commiſſion, and every Thing which 
is to be explained, performed, taught, inforced, or 
any . touched upon in the Work of the Miniſtry, 
is purely appointed in ſubſerviency to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt: Therefore every individual Thing ſpoken in 
the Bible (directly or indirectly) contributes to the 
Preaching of the Goſpel; but it is the Goſpel alone 
that is preached. FT | 
Hence I take Aſſurance to repeat the Words for 
which I am reproved : Nor is it included in our Com- 
miſſion, to exhort and admoniſh Sinners, or a promiſcuous 
Audience, to the Performance of Duties; to caution and 
wary them againſt ſinful Practices; and to teach and 
e inſtru? 
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infruf them in the Regwation of their Lives, Ge. Our 
Cammiſſion is not to-preach the Lazy, but the Goſpel, 
1. The Miniſters of Chriſt have no Commiſſion 


to preach the Law. 


To preach, is to publiſh, declare, or hold forth 
ſome _ Fact; or publickly 5 ſome 
Meſſage to the People, upon which ſome Matter of 
eg depends. As the Enemies of Judab 
iab, ſaying, Theu haſt alſa appointed 
77 ets to — of thee at Jeruſalem, ſaying, There 
# King 19 dab. When it is underſtood in the 
Name of God, it is a Publication of his Will to 
en; wherein. a Plan of Peace is repreſented between 
God and his Creatures ; ; Which was fully implied in 
the by th ommiſſion given to Jenab, (and was underſtood 
e Ninevites, when they heard his Meſſage ;) Go 
5 Nineveh that great City, and preach uato it the 
preachin * that 1 bid thee, And this is either a Pro- 
ugg of Congitions, whereby God ſhall be glorified, 
happy; or a Proclamation: of free 
. ay = God, whereby that ſalutary End ſhall be 
anſwered without Conditions on Man's Part. The 
former of theſę has been tried, in the preaching of 
the Law: The Man that doth thoſe Things, „ 0 live in 
them. But it hath not anſwered the deſired End; for 
By the Deeds of the Law there ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified 
in his or, 3 Wherefore, 71 tter is now appointed 
to be hed in the pure Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt: 
That the Righteouſneſs of God: without the Law is ma- 
hed, bring winged ty the Law. and the Pros. 
herefore Law: 1s. no more to be preached, 
OY as the Subject of our Embaſly ; — 
always to be retained, as a Witneſs to 
515 Syſtem of overcign Grace which now he. 
Cœeds it. 
The Law is to be expounded in it's Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs, the 5 and Extent of it's . 
ST it's Authority and Immutahility.z that t 
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cetding Riches of juſtifying and purifying Grace tiay 

appear in it's native 22 70 and that the Saints ny 
wait for this holy Law to be written in their He 
and attend to it as the Rule of their Converſarioh 
through their whole Lives: But whether it be the 
Law, 5 any other Thing, chat may be retained, oc. 
cafionally introduced, of treated on in our preaching, 
it is ſtill in fabferviency to the main Deſign, either 
way of Introduction, and Hluftration of the glorious 
Doctrine of Grace, of for Proof of it's Efficacy, or 
the Obligations btoughr ups n us thereby, or the 
Obeditnes required in eotaſquence thereof; it all 
begins, ends, and centers alone in fovereign Grace: 
For no other Thing whatſoever is tepreſented, as of 
itſelf atifweting any ſalutary End; only introduced 
for the magnifying "the Grace of God, and to render 
the Glory of — Gofpel of Chriſt more conſpicuous, 
and nfed only as necetfivy N in preaching 
the Goſpel. ! Fheretore, in a ſtrict Senſe the Law is 
never to0 15 preached, but the Gofpet only. But, if 
by Pein no mote is underſtood, than talking or 
reaſoning upon any Subject as Occaſion may require; 
in that Senſe the Gof pel cannot poſſibly be preached, 
without the Law : But to call it preaching the Law 
does riot convey a Juſt Idea, while it is only treated 
on with immediate Regatd to the Goſpel, as it is 
every faithful Minifter of Chriſt, whether he treats 
of it as a Covenant of Works, or as a directing Rule 
to the Believer. 

When our Lord. gave that ſpiritual 8 of 
the Law upon the Mountain, he was then preachi 18 | 
the Goſpel : When he was ſet, his Diſciples came u 
bim. Tt was to them he addreſſed himſelf; to whom 
he ſays, 7e are the Salt of the Earth. Te are the Light 
of the World. And wr r to them, Tour Father 
which is in Heaven. n theſe Salk who hutl 
received Goſpel Sal 11 gins with pronouncin 
ee "Keſſings : —- to them, \ q by w—_— 
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had the Righteouſneſs of the Law written in their 


Hearts, he expounded the Letter of the Law in it's 


| piritual Purity; that the Righteouſneſs of the Law 


being fulfilled in them, they might walk not after 
the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. But ſuppoſe him 
ſpeaking to the Multitudes (which in a great Part 
of the 3 he could not be) he was only ex- 

g the Law, maintaining the Equity, Juſtice, 
and Perpetuity thereof, to convince them of the Im- 
perfection of their Obedience and to lead them to 
himſelf, by whom alone the Law is fulfilled, both 
for his People and in them : Think not that I am come 
to deftroy the Law or the Prophets: I am not come to 
deſtroy, but to fulfil. For verily I ſay unto you, Till 
Heaven and Earth paſs, one Jot cr one Titile ſball in no 
wiſe paſs from the Law, till all be fulfilled. And if 
we attend to the main Scope of the Sermon, from 


End to End, he was | regen: the Goſpel, and ex- 


nding the Law in ubſerviency thereto: For him- 
Ef the ulfiller of the Law, the Grace of his hea- 
venly Father, the Kingdom of God, Bleſſings of 
Goſpel Grace, and Inſtructions peculiar to the Saints, 
run through the whole. 
And when the Apoſtle Paul explains the Nature, 
and aſſerts the Authority of the Law, as a Covenant 
of Works, with it's Curſe and Condemnation to all 
the Breakers thereof, he was truly preaching the 
hae $4. ſhewing the Inſufficiency of all Obedience 
Law, for Juſtification ; and the abſolute Ne- 
ſir of Goſpel Grace, to fave the Sinner: So that 
this was not 4x rag the Law, but the Righteouſ- 
neſs of C And * he urged the Neceſſity of 
Believers being under the Law to Chriſt, and diſ- 
courſed of the various Duties which are incumbent 
on the Saints, and exhorted them to the Practice of 
thoſe Duties, (I am aſked, therefore I anſwer) This 
was not preaching the Law, but provciing the Goſ- 
pel, and embliſking the Law: Foraſmuch as it * 
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the Law in the Hand: of the Mediator, by Grace 
become a perfef? Law of Liberty; and all the Motives 
to Obedience are evangelical : For tbe Love of Chriſt 
conſtraineth us.—1 delight in the Law of God, after the 
inner Man. Neither count I my Life dear unto me.—— 
For this is the Love of Gad, that wwe keep his Command- 
ments, and bis Commandments are not grievous, —Be- 
Loved, if God ſo loved us, we ought alſo 10 love one 
another. Thus every Precept of the. Law is taken 
under the Sanction of Goſpel Grace : Therefare the 
Goſpel includes all that is to be taught by Miniſters, 
and all that is to be learned and practiſed by Chri- 
ſtians: Chriſt is Alpha and Omega; and Grace is the 
Cry to every Stone in the Building. 

2. Admonitions to the World in general, or to 
Mankind conſidered in a State of Nature and Sin, 
to leave their Sins, reform their Lives, and practiſe 
Goodneſs, are not any Part of the Work of a Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel, nor included in his Commiſſion. 

All the Commands, Promiſes, and Threatnings 
contained in the Law, and all the Admonitions, Ex- 
hortations, and Perſwaſions uſed by the Preachers 
thereof, have been found utterly ineffectual to turn 
one Sinner to God, to cleanſe the Conſcience from 
one Pollution, or produce a Spark of real Holineſs 
in tne Heart. This Work has been fully demon- 
ſtrated to be What the Law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the Fleſh. But in the preaching of the 
Goſpel all the human Species are conſider'd as 
really are, dead in Sin, ſhut up in Hardneſs and 
Blindneſs, beyond the Reach of any Influence. but 
what is abſolutely divine. And the Goſpel is ſent 
as a ſovereign Remedy: For it is the Power of God 
unto Salvation. Therefore, the Miniſters of Chriſt 
are not ſent on ſuch a fruitleſs Meſſage, to call upon 
corrupt Trees to bring forth good Fruit, to admo- 
niſh Thorns to bear Grapes, or exhort Thiſtles to 
* Figs. The Goſpel is an intire Stranger to 


any 
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any ſuch empty Inconfiſtencies, to call upon cartial 
Creatures to perform ſpiritual Acts. 

And as for fuch Acts of moral Virtue, or Per- 
formances in Religion, as a natural Man is capable 
of attaining to; theſe are only the Productions of a 
carnal Mind, and conſequently muſt be utterly fo- 
reign to that Word of Grace which is Spirit and 
Die. And as the Holy Ghoſt affures us, The carnat 
Mind is Enmity againſt God; therefore it can have no 
Affinity to the Goſpel of Peace; nor uce an 
Fruit in Conjunction with the Word of Reconciliation. 
The Goſpel is a Declaration of the Glad Tidings of 
the Kingdom of God, wherein all Things are made 
new, and no old Thing can poffibly remain: But 
the higheſt Attainment of a natural Man, or the 
greateſt Improvement that he can poffibly be brought 
to by ary Commands, Protmſes, Threatnings, or 
Perſuaſions of any Kind whatſoever, cannot afcend 
ane Step higher than to mend the old, nor to that in 
reality; for whatever A tices it may have be- 
fore Men, it is impoſſible for the carnal Mind in 4 
natural Man, by any of his own” Endeavours and 
Improvements, to become a Whit better in rhe 
Sight of God: For it is not ſubjett to the Law of 
God, neither indeed can be. Theretore, it is incom- 
patible with the glorious Meflage of Gofpel Grace, 
and with the Commiffion given to the Minifters 
thereof for them to ſpend their Time in teaching 
Sinners to mend old Things, when they know it is 
miipoſfible for them to be mended ; and were it-pof- 
for any Thing to be. mended, it would ſtill be 
impoſſible for any mended Thing to enter that 
Kingdom which they preach : He that fat upon the 
Throne, ſaid, Behold, I make all Things new. 

The Commiſſion is, Go ye into all the World, aut 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature. The Goſpel is, 
The unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, Sovereign Grace, 
plenteous Redemption, ample, Salvation, 1 Croll 
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lafting Life in the Son of God; which being preached 
in Demonſtration of the Spirit, and accompanied with 
the Power of God to the Heart, communicates new 
Life to the dead Soul, according as it is metaphori- 
cally repreſented in the Viſion. of the dry Bones; 
where the whole Houſe of Irael, after all the legal 
Meſſages, Warnings, and Inſtructions ſent to the 
from God, continued inſenſible, without Life and 
Motion, and utterly deſtitute of all ſpiritual Bleſſings: 
In the open Valley, and la, they were dry. But the 
Meſſage which God now ſent muſt be effectual. 
Therefore it did not conſiſt in Cautions, Exhorta- 
tions, and Admonitions; but in a Pronunciation of 
ſovereign Bleſſings from the Fountain of Life, ſpoken 
with divine Authority from Heaven: Propheſy UPON 
theſe Bones. The Prophet, who was a Type of 
Chriſt, firſt pronounces the almighty Word, or pow- 
erful Benediction: O ye dry Bones, hear the Word of 
the LORD. Being in Subſtance the very ſame as 
Jeſus himſelf ſpake, The dead ſball hear the Voice of 
the Son of God, and they that bear ſhall tive. And this 
Word of the LORD, was a full, free, and pure De- 
claration of the good Pleaſure of God towards them, 
and of the good Things which he would do. unto 
them. In the Viſion, and in the Explanation thereof, 
no other Language is ſpoken but ſovereign Grace: 
Thys ſaith the Lord GOD unto theſe. Bones, Behold, I 
will cauſe Breath ta enter into you, and ye ſhall ive, &c. 
Abus ſaith the Lord GOD, Behold, Om People, Iwill 
open your Graves, &c. which is the very Language 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt : You hath be quickned who 
were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins.—You being dead in 
your Sins—bath he quickned together with him. All the 
Sons and Daughters of Men are by Nature dead in 
Sin, being alienated from the Life of God. And it is 
not poſſible they ſhould be made alive unto God any 
ather Way than by a Communication of Life from 
Chriſt: This is the trua God ang eternal Life. _ 
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he has not appointed any other Way of Conveyance 
whereby Life may be received from his Fulneſs, but 
by the Goſpel, the Word of Life, by which Word, 
under the Influence of the Holy Ghoſt, God reveals 
his Son in the Hearts of his Ele& : This is Life eter- 
nal, that they might know thee the only true God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. 

But there is a common Objection, which I have 
often heard, to this Purpoſe; © The glad Tidings of 
© Goſpel Grace will not give Life to dead Sinners, 
< unleſs it be attended with the Energy of the Holy 
© Ghoſt; and Exhortations, Admonitions, and Ex- 
* citements to come, &c. may anſwer the ſame End, 
© if attended with the ſame Power.” | 

I reply, This Objection is a flat Contradiction to 
the Word of God. For notwithſtanding the Holy 
Ghoſt is pleaſed to bleſs Exhortations, and Admo- 
nitions, and to make them of excellent Uſe in their 
proper Place, yet not for conveying Life to the Soul, 
for they properly pertain to the Law; and the Holy 
Ghoſt ſaith, If there bad been a Law given which could 
bave given Life, verily Righteouſneſs ſhould have been by 
the Law. God cannot deny himſelf, nor be guilty 
of Contradictions; therefore he cannot produce an 


evangelical Operation by giving Energy to legal 


Means. The more Energy is given to any Thing, 


the more effectually it will operate according to it's 


own Nature. Power given to Froſt will not cauſe 
it to burn; and Force added to Fire will not cauſe 


it to freeze; nor will the greateſt Strength cauſe the 


Edge of a Sword to heal a Wound. If God is pleaſed 
to give Energy to his Law in the Heart of a Sinner, 
it will operate as a killing Letter to wound the Con- 


{cience, and rend the Soul to Pieces. And if he is 


pleaſed to give Energy to the Word of his Grace, 
it is Life from the Dead. And this is ſo familiar 


and experimental to all that have paſſed the new . 
Birth, that it is impoſſible there ſhould be one Be- 
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lever under Heaven that does not know it in his 
own Experience, Therefore when I hear Perions 
talk ſuch incoherent Stuff, I know aſſuredly that 
they are either utter Strangers to the Power of the 
Grace of God themſelves, or elſe their Minds have 
been infatuated by ſome vain Converſation received 
by Tradition; ſo that they inconſiderately expreſs 
the undigeſted Sentiments of other Men, rather than 
the Reſult of a mature Deliberation, in comparing 
what the Lord hath wrought in their Souls with 
what he hath ſpoken in his Word. 

But let us come to real Matter of Fact: For a juſt 
Conception of the Nature of the Goſpel, and of the 
true Deſign of the Preaching thereof, cannot fail to 
form our Conceptions right, with Reſpect to what is, 
or what is not, included in the miniſterial Com- 
miſſion. To preach the Goſpel of Chriſt is the ſame 
Thing as to preach the Kingdom of God; and the 
Intent thereof is to bring Sinners out of the King- 
dom of Darkneſs into the Kingdom of God's dear 
Son; and to edify and eſtabliſh Saints in all Things 
pertaining to that Kingdom. The Power and the 
Succeſs is of God; but the appointed Means is the 
Preaching of the Goſpel : Theretore whatever Means 
is in the Miniſter's Power to uſe, which has a natuaal 
Tendency towards drawing Souls from Satan unto 
Chriſt, or towards the Edification of the Saints, ſo as 
God may be glorified, or in any Way to promote the 
Kindom of God in Truth ; ſuch Means muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity be included in the Commiſſion : And in Con- 
ſequence, in whatever Light Admonitions to Re- 
pentance, and Exhortations to Duty, &c. may really 
tend to any ſuch falutary End, they muſt be the 
Miniſter's indiſpenſible Duty. | dns: 

Admonitions and Exhortations, in their proper 
Place, and juſtly adapted, have, their ſpecial Uſe; 
bur in the Way that many Preachers apply them, 
they tend directly to _ the Purity of ——_— 
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of God. When they jumble them in ſuch a confuſed 
Manner, that the Hearer cannot tell what the Preach- 
er intends by them ; nor even gueſs whether he has 
any determinate Meaning himſelf; or whether he 
intends to direct them to Saints or Sinners; or whe- 
ther he calls upon them to keep the Law in it's Per- 
fection, or only to make uſe of all the Power they 
have, to imitate it as far as they can; or whether he 
calls upon them to work ſpiritual Grace in their own 
Hearts, or only to make uſe of the Power and Op- 
portunities they have, in the uſe of all Means wait- 
ing upon God for the Bleſſing: And I have obſerved 
many of thoſe Preachers, when converſing on theſe 
Points, that they ſhift from Thing to Thing, ſo that 
it is difficult to find out where they intend to fix. 
And I have often been told, That if Perſons are 
not to be called upon to perform Impoſſibilities, 
< we mult uſe no Exhortations at all, becauſe neither 
< Sinners nor Saints are able to perform any Thing 
© of themſelves.* But this is idle Talk ; for we never 
ſuppoſe a Creature to do any Thing independent of 
the ſuſtaining Power of God; and yet there is a 
ſpecifical Difference between thoſe Works which are 
Proper to a Creature to perform in that Strength or 
Capacity which God has given; and thoſe Works 
which are peculiar to God himſelf: And alſo between 
the Nature of thoſe Things which a natural Man is 
able to periorm, and thoſe which a Believer may per- 
form under divine Influence, The Miniſters of the 
Goſpel have no Commiſſion to call upon any Man to 
perform Impoſſibilities ; for this is directly the Re- 
verſe of Goſpel Grace, or of preaching glad Tidings 
of Liberty. Nor have they any Commiſſion to 
preach eternal Salvation, in Connexion with an 
Thing which is in the Power of Man to perform; 
for. this is to make it of Works, and not of Grace : 
And unleſs, due Diſtinctions be retained reſpecting 
- theſe Things, the Trumpet will give an uncertain 
Sound. : TT 5” 
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If we fee our fellow Creatures purſuing a Courſe 
bf Sin, and have a proper Occaſion or Opportunity 
put into our Hands (as Lot with the Men of Sodom, 
Daniel with Nebuchadnezzar, c.) it is our Duty to 
reprove, and admoniſh to Reformation; ſhewing the 
Hainouſneſs of ſuch Crimes, and the Miſery that is 
likely to enſue upon ſuch Practices: But this is no 
more than that friendly Part, which is the Duty of 
every Chriſtian, as well as Miniſters; and therefore 
is not a Part of the miniſterial Commiſſion, inaſmuch 
as an external Reformation has no immediate Rela- 
tion to the Kingdom of God. And if we ſhould 
ſuggeſt, That an outward Reformation from notori- 
ous Sins, lays any Foundation for eternal Life ; we 
ſhould then ſeduce them into a more damnable Error 
than that we admoniſh them to forſake. So chat it 
cannot be our Duty to ſpend our Time in theſe 
kind of Exhortations under any Pretext whatſoever, 
to the Neglect of the great Embaſſy which Chriſt 
hath given us in Commiſſion, —If we ſet forth the 
Law of God in it's Commands and Threatnings, and 
call upon Men to fulfil it; this is to preach the Law, 
and poſtpone the Goſpel: And to the Soul, whoſe 
Eyes are not open to fee the Law in it's Spirituality, 
it naturally tends to eſtabliſh his own Righteouſneſs, 
by encouraging him to imagine it is in his Power to 
3838 it; and if he is told that it is utterly out of 
is Power, and yet hears it laid upon him as a Taſk, 
and himſelf called to fulfil it; this naturally tends 
to confound his Underſtanding, and harden his Heart. 
And if the Soul is ſenſible how bx holy, and 
righteous the Law of God is, this kind of Preaching 
is ſufficient to fink him in utter Deſpair.—If we call 
upon Perſons to repent, believe, and come to Chriſt, 
in ſuch an undigeſted Way, as to convey to them an 
Idea that they are called to perform thoſe Works in 
themſelves which are inſeparable from Salvation; or 
to cauſe them to conceive of theſe Things, as Con- 
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ditions of Salvation to be performed by them ; this 
is to preach Man's free Wi itt, and poſtpone the Work 
of the Holy Ghoſt: And to the Soul, whote Eyes 
are not open to fee the excellent Greatneſs of {piritual 
Grace, it naturally tends to ſettle him in his carnal 
Conceptions, to imagine the ſpecial Work of God to 
be only ſome human Performance, and conſequently 
that himielt may do it, and receive the Glory: And 
if he is told that it is of too high a Nature for him- 
ſelf to perform, and yet hears himſelf called upon to 
do it; this naturally tends to alienate his Mind, and 
cauſe him to look upon the Goſpel as a Chain of In- 
conſiſtencies: And it the Soul is ſenſible ot the Car- 
nality, Blindneſs, and Hardneſs of his own Heart, 
and the Extent of his Alienation from God; ſuch 
Preaching is ſufficient to drive him to Diſtraction 
for knowing how impoſſible it is for him to work 
theſe Things in himſelf, it naturally tends to deprive 
him of all Hope. 

But as Miniſters are ſent as the Ambaſſadors of 


Chriſt, to declare the royal Proclamation ot the King 


of Glory; it muſt neceſſarily belong to the Execution 
of their Commiſſion, to uſe all proper Meaſures to 
attract Attention to the Meſſage they are ſent to de- 
liver. —1. They are to aſſert the divine Majeſty and 
excellent Glory of their ſovereign Lord: Which 
Manifeſtation is attended with Authority, and is an 
immediate Call to all Mankind wherever the Go] 

comes, to pay divine Adoration to his Name. For 
where the true God is revealed in Chriſt, there is an 
indiſpenſible Obligation upon Men to forſake all 


Idolatry, and all talſe Worſhip taught by Men, and 


to attend diligently to that Revelation which God is 
pleaſed to make — himſelf. And hence Paul de- 
clared to the Athenians, God—now commanadeth all Men 
every where to repent : And ſhewed the Things which 
they were to repent from; Idolatry, Superſtition, and 
ignorant W. 3 0 what they were to repent 

unto ; 
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unto; That they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if haply they 
might feel after him, and find bim. And to the ſame _ 
Effect he ſpake to the People at Lyfra, That ye 
ſhould turn from theje Vanities unto the living God: 
That is, to attend to his Word, and hearken to the 
Record given in the Goſpel.-—2. They have Au- 
thority to call upon Men to hearken, to the divine 
Declaration: Be this known unto you, and hearken to 
my Words. —Ye Men of Iſrael, bear theje Words.— Men, 
Brethren, and Fathers, bearken.— Men. of Ijrael, and 
ye that fear God, give Audience.——3. 1 hey have 
Authority to call upon Men to repent, and be 
converted trom thoſe Practices whereby they have 
hardened themſelves againſt the heavenly Meſſage; 
as Peter did to the Fews, who had denied the Holy 
One, and the Fuſt——and killed the Prince of Life. 
And ſo Paul declared that he did, at Damaſcus, at 
Jeruſalem, in Judea, and to the Gemiles, ſhewing, 
That they ſhould repent and turn to God, and do Works 
meet for Repentance. The Fews contradicted, and 
blaſphemed, and the Gentiles mocked, and rejected 
the Word of the Goſpel ; which Sins he ſhewed that 
they ought to repent from; and that it was their 
Duty to turn to God, by a ſerious Attention to that 
Word of Salvation which God had ſent unto them; 
and that they ſhould do Works meet for Repentance, 
by caſting off all thoſe Vaaities which they had fol- 
lowed, and hearkening to the Revelation of infallible 
Truth; as the Epheſiaus did, when they confeſſed their 
Deeds, and burned their Books; and the Bereaxs, when 
they daily ſearched the Scriptures.— But in all theſe 
Admonitions we may obſerve, that they reſpected ſuch 
Sins as the Admoniſhers were witneſs. to, and could 
diſtinctly point out; that they called for practical 
Repentance, ſuch as the People were capahle of per- 
forming; that the Deſign was only to bring them to 
a ſubmiſſive Adherence to the preaching ok the Goſ- 


pel. And in all the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles, we do 
not 
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not find any ſuch Thing as a promiſcuous calling 
upon Men to a general Repentance, Reformation, 
and to live religious Lives, &c. It never was the 
Deſign of the Goſpel, meerly to change Men's Man- 
ners; but that by the Power of ſpecial Grace they 
ſhould be tranſlated into the Kingdom of God, and 
thence begin their whole Lives anew. —The Work 
of a Miniſter of the Goſpel is like that of a recruit- 
ing Officer, who has no Directions to reform the 
People in the Streets, but to draw the Attention of 
all, to hear the Proclamation which he is commanded 
to make in his Majeſty's Name; and when any one 
is encouraged freely to enter, then he inſtructs him 
into all Things pertaining to the military Life : So, 
in the Church of God, where Souls profeſs Subjection 
to King Jeſus, it is the proper Work of Miniſters to 
teach them all the Commandments of Chriſt; and 
they have Authority to warn the Unruly, to reprove, 


,exhort, and admoniſh, as Occaſion ſhall require; and 


herein the Apoſtles of Chriſt have manifeſted their 
Faithfulneſs, both towards Societies and Individuals. 
And even with thoſe that ſinned, they continued uſing 
all proper Means to reclaim and reſtore them, fo long 
as they did not appear incorrigible in their Iniquity : 


As Peter, when he was convinced that Simon the Sor- 


cerer was in the Gall of Bitterneſs and Bond of Ini- 
quity; yet as he had profeſſed to believe in Jeſus, and 
was baptized in his Name, he was a Subject of the 
Apoſtle's Care; and he did not treat him as a com- 
mon Sinner, but admoniſhed him as a Brother, 

But the common Objection is, * That to call upon 
Men in general to leave their Sins, to admoniſh 
the whole World to reform their Lives and practiſe 
« Piety and Religion, was a great Part of the Work 
© both of the Prophets and Apoſtles.” 

To which I reply, That to read the Scriptures 
careleſly, and aſſert Things unadviſedly, is the Work 
of too many. The Bible does not furniſh us with 


one 
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one Inſtance of any ſuch Thing in one of the Ser- 
vants of God in any Age, unleſs there was ſome 
ſpecial Occaſion, or particular Reaſon more than 
a general Addreſs to the World. Jonab ſent with a 
ſpecial Commiſſion to a particular City of the Gen- 
tiles, is no Inſtance of ſuch a promiſcuous Call to a 
religious Life; nor had his Meſſage any Relation to 
the ſpiritual Kingdom of God, but to the Deſtruction 
or Preſervation of the City. The Warnings and Ad- 
monitions ſent by the Prophets to the Houle of [ael, 
were under immediate Direction from God, and had 
reſpe& to ſuch particular Sins as that People were 
guilty of at that preſent Time: And however wicked 
that People might be, they were the viſible Church 
of God, and conſidered in that Capacity, in all the 
Meſſages which God ſent to them. And under that 
legal Diſpenſation, the Promiſes and Threats annexed 
to thoſe Admonitions related not to eternal Life, but 
to the Tranquillity of I/rael, as a Nation: Therefore 
here is no Preſident to Miniſters of the Goſpel, to 
exhort the whole World. John the Baptiſt, the Lord 
Jeſus himſelf, and his Diſciples, preached that Men 

ſhould repent. But it was not the Gentiles, nor the 
Samaritans; but it was To the loſt Sheep of the Houſe 
of Jjrael, who were {till conſidered as God's Church, 
until the Death of Chriſt. And the Repentance 
called for, was not the groveling Notion of leaving 
ſome groſs Immoralities, to betake themſelves to a 
religious Life: But to abandon the falſe Foundations 
which they had built to themſelves, of having Abra- 
ham to their Father, and truſting in themſelves that they 
were righteous; and that they ſhould attend to the 
preaching of the Goſpel of the Kingdom of God, 
— But we often hear of the Parable of the Great 
Supper, where the Servant received this Commiſſion, 
Compel them to come in. And hence they argue, 
_ © That Miniſters are to compel Sinners, by urging, 
* perſuading, Sc.“ But as this diſcovers the Ob- 
| jector's 
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jector's Unſkilfulneſs in the Word of Righteouſneſs, 
to dream of Sinners being brought into the Kingdom 
of God, by Urgings and Perſuaſions; fo it diſcovers 
his Inattention to this Parable; where it is eaſy to 
obſerve, that there was no Servant ſent but one; 
and this Servant knew all the Seats, and for whom 
they were prepared: Let there is Room. So that the 


Thing intended is, The Fufber's Commiſſion to Chrift. 


I know, that for Miniſters to exhort, eee 
and call upon Perſons in a general Way, to men 

their Lives, practiſe Virtue, be religious, live godly, 
Sc. is the moſt pleaſing Method of Preaching, to 
Perſons who have a natural Inclination to Religion 
affecting the Form without the Power: Provide 

that they be not touched too cloſe; for they cannot 
bear the Probe. They are not diſpleaſed to be called 


upon, and told what they ought to do, and how they 


ought to live; but they cannot bear the ſearching 
Word, to diſtinguiſh between Fleſh and Spirit, for 
their carnal Life is yet whole in them. And I am 


well affured, that it is a very eaſy Matter with many 


Perfons to be ftimulated into a religious Zeal, vo- 
luntary. Humility, external Devotion, and reformed 
to a ſtrict Refervednefs in their Behaviour; thro* a 
fond Conceit of being ſaved, pleafing God, obtain- 
ing Heaven, human Applauſe, Sc. And yet be no 
more than ftony-ground Hearers, carrying Lamps 
without Oil, or Plants which the heavenly Father 
hath not planted. But this only proves the Depth 
of the Deceitfulneſs of Sinz for ſuch muſt needs be 
the more prepared for the unclean Spirit to inhabit 
in a different Form. And it does not give me any 
better Opinion of the human Nature, or to conceive 
any leſs of it's Depravity and Corruption ; no more 


than the Art of the Serpent gives me a better Opinion 


of him, while I oblerve into how many different 

Poſtures he will turn himſelf, but ftill retains his 

poiſonous Nature. © ö 
And 
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And this is the very Thing which I inſiſt on, That 
Sin lies fo deep in our Nature, that nothing ſhort of 
ſovereign Grace can change it, or bring us the leaſt 
Step nearer to God. The Ethiopian may change his 
Garments, and the Leopard his Poſition ; but the 
Skin and the Spots remain. So does the Pollution 
of Nature, whatever Change may be wrought in ap» 
pearance by moral Suafion. But where the pure 
Goſpel of Chriſt enters the Heart, in Spirit and 
Power, the Soul is by Faith united to God's Holy 
One; and this vital Union with Chriſt cannot fail 
to produce Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, both 
in Heart and Life. A Hypocrite, a formal Pro- 
feſſor, or one that is carnally religious, may be an 
Antinomian in the worſt Senſe of the Word; makin 
a vain Pretence to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
deſpiſing the Holineſs of God's Law; which in my 
Judgment deſerves no better a Name than 4 Devi! 
incarnate. But it is not pofſible that a real Believer 
in 4 ſhould be ſuch; becauſe he is born of God, 

is a new Creature; which new Man. after God: is 
created in Righteouſmeſs and true Holineſs, therefore the 
Law of bis God is in bis Heart. For this Motto remains 
upon all the Saints, engraven with the Finger of 
God, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD. 


Theſe Things, holy Brethren, I leave you to try 
by the Word of God and may the Holy Ghoſt 
guide you into all Truth. Amen. | 
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ER Faith of God's Elekt; or, The Life of Is münifeſt 
1 in His Saints: Beinga mature Examination of the — 59 
i (ad; of a a0 Rn CH intitled, «The Queſtion Anſwered) Whether. 
= in, Chriſt, is a Duty required by the Moral * 
4 | of Fel whb live under the Schpel Revelation. | 
1 3 r at: 
. lache true State of the Queſtion. 2. Some Things ron 
depends the true Solution: The Law and the Goſpel, The 
Grace of God and the Gift of Faith, Riphteoutnes and 
_ Holineſs, Salvation and Adoption. 3. The Author's Reaſon- 
Py ing diſcuſſed. „All his. EIA, Quotations. examined. 
5. An Appeal: Fo the Judicious ; to the Author's Admirers ; 
to the experimental Believer; to the convinced Sinner. 6. An 


Addreſs: Ta, them that have believed through Grace; to 
. the Miniſters- of the New Teſtament. PRICE 27. 
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A Mathematical Queſtios. propounded by the Vicegerent 

* the World; anſwered by the aan Glory. he ede 
repreſented, and demonſtratively opened. 

N. B. The Queſtion and Anſwer relate to the enormous 
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Dimenſion of Sin, and the abſol _— of Grace. "Ls 
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